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

 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIANOIGW, which means “to open: He opened.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOUS, meaning “mind; intellect; understanding.”

“Then He opened their mind”
 is the genitive neuter singular articular present active infinitive of the verb SUNIĒMI, which means “to understand; to comprehend.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present, which describes the present state of being as a fact that does not change.


The active voice indicates that all these believers produced the action.


The articular infinitive is used to describe both purpose and result or a blending of the two, which we have here.  This was our Lord’s purpose and it was the believer’s result.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, which means “the Scriptures.”

“to understand the Scriptures,”
Lk 24:45 corrected translation
“Then He opened their mind to understand the Scriptures,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He opened their mind”

a.  The word “Then” is not temporal in the sense of being sequential, but is temporal is the sense of being additional.  It was at the same time that the Lord was explaining the Old Testament references to His suffering as a sacrifice for sin, His death, and His resurrection that He opened their minds to understand what He was teaching and what the Scriptures said.


b.  There is no point in Him explaining the Old Testament passages about Him without concurrently opening their minds to understand.  The opening of their minds occurs as He explains each passage.  He explains a passage and ‘they get it’.  Otherwise we have Him explaining the Old Testament, they don’t understand anything, and then He opens their minds to understand, but He is no longer teaching.  That makes no sense logically.  The opening of their minds to understand has to occur simultaneously with the teaching of the Old Testament for the teaching to have maximum effect.


c.  Opening the mind is what God the Holy Spirit does for all Church Age believers now.  As soulish humans we are incapable of understanding spiritual phenomena.  Spiritual matters are incapable of comprehension without the help of God.  We see this over and over again in the non-understanding of the Scribes and Pharisees, who knew the Scriptures inside and out, but never understand what it was really all about.  Jesus was doing for these believers what the Holy Spirit does for us know.  The Lord made these Scriptures a reality in the souls of these believers.  They had a human spirit, but did not have an interpreter of spiritual phenomena.  Jesus (like the Holy Spirit now) served as that interpreter.


d.  Notice what was opened—the NOUS = mind, not the KARDIA = heart.  Spiritual information has to go through the spiritual interpreter (the human spirit) before that spiritual phenomena can be understood by the NOUS or mind of man.  The Holy Spirit works with the human spirit to make spiritual phenomena a reality in our human minds.  Then we believe that spiritual phenomena as true, and that truth is then transferred to our KARDIA or heart, where it is stored, remembered, categorized, and used in application to life.  Jesus was teaching their minds.  The Holy Spirit was converting that spiritual phenomena into spiritual knowledge, called EPIGNWSIS or ‘full-knowledge’.

2.  “to understand the Scriptures,”

a.  The most important thing any believer can do after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ is to understand the Scriptures.  We are clearly commanded at the end of Peter’s second letter to “grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Our Lord began that process with these believers over three years prior to this, and was now pushing them forward to even greater depths of understanding.  They would spend the rest of their lives seeing Jesus in the Old Testament Scriptures, even as the New Testament Scriptures were being revealed.


b.  A comparison of the phrase in the last verse ‘the Law of Moses and in the Prophets and Psalms’ and the description ‘the Scriptures’ proves beyond any doubt that the three parts of the Old Testament were considered Scripture by Luke and the rest of Christianity.


c.  To understand the Scriptures is not all we must do as believers.  As James so clearly explained, we must be more than just hearers of the word of God; we must be doers also.  It does no good to know what God wants us to know and not do it.  The believer(s) to whom Luke writes had spent enough time around other believers to know that Luke didn’t have to explain this concept.  Understanding without action is worthless.  Believers knew it then, just as believers know it today.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus had all these years been trying to open their minds that they might understand the Scriptures about the Messiah and now at last He makes one more effort in the light of the Cross and the Resurrection.  They can now see better the will and way of God, but they will still need the power of the Holy Spirit before they will fully know the mind of Christ.”


b.  “Jesus walks the disciples through the Scripture, functioning like a prophet in revealing God’s plan.  Luke’s language is general, and Jesus specifies no particular texts, only the basic topic.  Likely texts for such an exposition are those that were used for christological points in Acts.  It is their minds that are opened to understand God’s message, in contrast to the blindness of Lk 9:45 and 18:34.  What the disciples could not grasp before the crucifixion and resurrection now becomes clear.  God’s activity in Christ makes scriptural sense after this personal exposition.  It is responding to Jesus in belief that enlightens.  The Spirit is not given here.  What is given is understanding and insight into God’s plan.  An important point for Lucan theology is found here: the teaching grows out of divine design, not the other way around.  The divine design emphasizes the inevitability of these events.  The suffering, resurrection, and entry into glory must occur because they are in God’s design.  What the disciples preach is a result of the plan’s outworking.  At the center of that plan is what God has done and will do in Jesus, the Christ.  Assurance can come to the believer because a faithful God is in control of events and knows where things are going.”


c.  “The final source of peace and assurance is the Word of God, so our Lord ‘opened their understanding’ of the Old Testament Scriptures, just as He had done with the Emmaus disciples.  The believers were not being sent into the world to share their own personal experiences but to share the truths of the Word of God.”


d.  “Which Scriptures portend messianic suffering and resurrection?  One would be hard-pressed to locate specific texts that make these prognostications explicit.  [That statement is so wrong, it makes one wonder how this commentator ever graduated from anything.]  Even to attempt to do so would be wrongheaded, however.  [Really?]  The point of Jesus’ words is not that such-and-such a verse has now come true [Yes they are!], but that the truth to which all of the Scriptures point has now been realized!  Even so, Luke does provide direct hints for the scriptural basis of the reversal [reversal?  How about ‘fulfillment’.] Jesus has experienced in His life, death, and resurrection, by drawing above all on the psalms and Isaiah in His presentation of Jesus’ passion.”
  Isn’t ‘drawing on psalms and Isaiah’ the same thing as using such-and-such a verse to show that a prophecy has now come true?

e.  “His teaching was enhanced by divine illumination.  Though they had been His devoted followers, a spiritual veil had covered their understanding, so that on two occasions when He had foretold His death, ‘It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it’ (Lk 9:45), and ‘The disciples did not understand any of this.  Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about’ (Lk 18:34).   But on Easter night the blinders were removed as the Holy Spirit opened their minds!”
  What?  The Spirit had not yet been sent, had He?  This commentator, without explaining in detail, is making the assumption that the statement in Jn 20:22, “And after saying this, He breathed on and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” occurred before Jesus taught them anything.  It is very possible that Jesus produce the action of opening their minds by breathing on them the Holy Spirit.  And therefore, the Holy Spirit performs His teaching ministry of illumination in them, just as He does in us today.
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