John 1:1
Luke 24:43



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take; to receive.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after taking.”

Next we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “before them; in their sight; in their presence.”  There is no direct object here in the Greek, because it is so obvious that the object is the piece of fish.  English grammar prefers an object be stated; thus we add the object “[it],” referring to the piece of fish.

“and after taking [it] before them,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat: He ate.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“He ate.”
Lk 24:43 corrected translation
“and after taking [it] before them, He ate.”
Explanation:
1.  “and after taking [it] before them,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Then, they gave Him a piece of broiled fish; and after taking [it] before them, He ate.”

b.  Jesus has asked if they have anything to eat.  They produce a piece of broiled or roasted fish.  He takes the piece of fish from the person offering it to Him.


c.  The prepositional phrase “before them” indicates that this is no slight-of-hand magic trick.  His moments are slow, deliberate, obvious, and without deception.  He wants them all to clearly see that He has the piece of fish in His hand and it goes directly into His mouth.  There is no trickery here.

2.  “He ate.”

a.  This verb contains all the actions associated with eating.  The food is put into His mouth.  He chews it.  He swallows it. It disappears from His mouth just like any other normal human eating something.


b.  A spirit with a spirit body cannot perform this act on a material object.  That is Jesus’ point in doing this.  Only a person with a real physical body could eat a piece of real, physical food.  This is the final, definitive proof that His body is a real human body, that He is truly alive, and that He is really alive after death.  The empirical evidence is there for all to see and feel.


c.  Their joy was being brought to completion.  All fear, fright, and doubts were gone.


d.  That angels have the ability to eat food is shown in Gen 18:8, where the two angels that accompany Jesus to warn Lot in Sodom and Gomorrah of the impending destruction of those two cities, sit down with the Lord to eat the meal provided by Abraham.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The empirical evidence of Jesus’ resurrection is stated briefly: Jesus appears to them, speaks with them, and eats before them.  Truly He is raised.  Jesus enjoyed a meal [? Probably not a whole meal] in front of the disciples; He really is in their midst—that is the lesson Luke teaches by recording this appearance.”


b.  “This was not the only time Jesus did this.  After the Resurrection He appeared to them over a period of forty days and occasionally ate with them (Acts 1:4).  Peter told Cornelius, ‘He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead’ (Acts 10:41).  After this, none of the Eleven ever again doubted the reality of the Resurrection.”


c.  “Jesus does this physical eating and brings back the question of His actual and bodily resurrection and furnishes another decisive proof for all sober minds.”
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