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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, happen, occur, or come to pass.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.

The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular articular present middle infinitive of the verb APOREW, which means “to be in a confused state of mind: be at a loss, be in doubt, be uncertain Mk 6:20 perplexed.”

The preposition EN plus the dative infinitive indicates contemporaneous time in relation to the action of the main verb.


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at the same time as the action of the main verb.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which emphasizes the responsibility of the subject in producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of time, translated “while…were perplexed.”

With this we have the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to the women.  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “about this.”

“And it came to pass while they were perplexed about this,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, used in place of HOTI, meaning “that” plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold; notice.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ANĒR plus the cardinal adjective DUO, which means “two men.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EPHISTĒMI, which means “to stand near.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the two men produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the women.

“that behold, two men suddenly stood near them”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun ESTHĒS, meaning “in clothing” plus the instrumental feminine singular present active participle of the verb ASTRAPTW, which means “flashing, gleaming like lightning.”

“in gleaming clothing.”
Lk 24:4 corrected translation
“And it came to pass while they were perplexed about this, that behold, two men suddenly stood near them in gleaming clothing.”
Explanation:
1.  “And it came to pass while they were perplexed about this,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the resurrection of Jesus by telling us what happened next inside the tomb, while the women were looking for and not finding the body of Jesus.  As they looked around, finding nothing, they became perplexed, confused, bewildered as to what had happened.  They knew that Jesus had been laid here and they saw the Roman soldiers frozen with fright.  They could see where the tomb had been sealed by the soldiers and that the soldiers weren’t moving and saying anything.


b.  The scene suggested several possibilities that contributed to their being perplexed.  There were several possible scenarios, but none of them made logical sense.


(1)  Did the Jewish leaders come and take the body of Jesus and try to dispose of it elsewhere?



(2)  Did the Roman governor change his mind and demand the removal of the body?



(3)  Did some other group of believers come and take the body for safe keeping?



(4)  Did Joseph and Nicodemus come and get the body in the middle of the night?


c.  The one thing these women did not do was remember what Jesus had told them would happen.  They didn’t have an unbelief problem.  They had a “can’t remember” problem.

2.  “that behold, two men suddenly stood near them”

a.  Luke then focuses our attention on what happened next.  Luke wants us to pay careful attention to what is about to be said.  Two men suddenly stood near these women, while they were still inside the tomb.  These two ‘men’ were two angels.  Angels look like men.  Man is created in God’s image and so are angels.  Notice that angels resemble men, not women.  There are no female angels.  The masculine gender is always used for angels and they always reveal themselves as men.

b.  The word “suddenly” indicates immediate, instant revelation of themselves.  We commonly say that they suddenly just appeared out of thin air.  There was no one there, and then instantly they were there.  This ability to suddenly appear and disappear is a characteristic of angelic bodies that we do not have.  They can turn themselves on and off like a light switch.


c.  Luke has the two angels standing near the women, while Mark (16:5) has one of them sitting at the head of the place where Jesus’ body had been laid.  This is not a contradiction.  The angel was the spokesman for the two angels; therefore, Mark only mentions him.  He could have been sitting, waiting for the women to enter and then stood up upon their arrival.

3.  “in gleaming clothing.”

a.  These two angels were wearing the uniform of glory—the same glorious garment that will be worn by believers who return with Jesus and the same battle uniform worn by our Lord upon His second advent.


b.  This uniform is described as “whites” in Revelation and is described as worn by the Lord, elect angels, and believers.  It is a badge of battlefield victory worn by all those associated with Jesus in His victory in the angelic conflict.


c.  The gleaming while, fine linen cloth reflects or puts out light as though it is sparkling electricity or the glow of light produced by fire.  The same adjective is used to described lightning.  Perhaps the angel’s outer covering is lightning or electrical light, which the writers of the Bible had no vocabulary to describe other than what we find in the gospels.  Obviously these two angels radiated enough light to fill the tomb with perfect lighting, making it easy for the women to see clearly that Jesus was not there.


d.  Why did God send these angels to do this?  Angels are messengers of God and this message was the greatest message in the history of the world.  In addition, angels are commissioned to help believers, and these women needed help at this moment to understand something that had never happened before in the history of the world—resurrection from the dead.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The empty tomb leaves the women at a loss about what has happened.  They are perplexed.  They had not expected an empty tomb and wonder about it.  In Mk 16:3 the women had been concerned about moving the stone; now there is much more to ponder.  During their reflection, two men appear.  Both Mk 16:5 and Mt 28:2–4 mention only one man or angel.  In Mark, the man is sitting inside the tomb on the right side and dressed in ‘white robes’.  In Matthew, the angel is sitting on the stone, dressed in a shining robe white like snow.  That the tradition had variety seems clear from Jn 20:12, which also notes two angels.  Only later does Luke call these men angels (Lk 24:23).  Here he simply describes their clothes as bright clothing, terms that usually describe heavenly phenomena.  The language recalls the transfiguration and parallels the two angels present at the ascension (Acts 1:10).  The two men appear to reflect a two-witnesses motif.”


b.  “At this point two angels appeared on the scene.  Mt 28:2 and Mk 16:5 mention only one of the two, the one who gave the message to the women.”


c.  “The angel mentioned in Matthew was an angel who was outside the sepulcher.  Mark refers to the young man (or angel) who was sitting on the right side of the sepulcher.  This angel may have been joined later by the one who was on the outside, and these two together may have stood by the women.  The very simple solution is that there was an angel outside the tomb when the women approached, and they saw another one inside sitting.  The one outside entered, and the one sitting arose, and standing by the women they uttered together or after one another the words recorded in Matthew and in Mark and in Luke.”


d.  “Angels often appeared as human beings in the Old Testament (Josh 5:13) and often appeared in radiant garments or bodies (cf. 2 Kg 6:17; Dan 10:5–6).”


e.  “Two angels then appeared to the women (Luke), yet only one spoke (Matthew and Mark focus on him).”


f.  “The resplendent male figures were angels, and they cast an entirely new light on the matter.  They radiated the splendor of God (the same words are used to describe shining garments on the Mount of Transfiguration—Lk 9:29).”


g.  “These angels appeared in the form of men, of men in the full vigor of youth.  Though they are sexless, this is the form they took.  The Scriptures know of no lady angels or baby angels.  When god sends angels in this form, men instantly recognize them as what they are.”
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