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

 is the negative adverb OUCHI, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Next we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary: was it not necessary.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action or state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the state of being necessary


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Christ produced the action of suffering.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DEI.  This infinitive also introduces indirect discourse, which is indicated in translation by the word “that.”

With this infinitive we have the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, which means “the Christ.”  This is a typical accusative-infinitive construction.

“Was it not necessary that the Christ suffer these things”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and then,” followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Christ produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DEI.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into His glory.”

“and then enter into His glory?’”
Lk 24:26 corrected translation
“Was it not necessary that the Christ suffer these things and then enter into His glory?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Was it not necessary that the Christ suffer these things”

a.  The Lord then asks the two men on the Emmaus road a rhetorical question, which is designed to get them to think.  Jesus always used rhetorical questions (questions that He didn’t expect people to actually answer) to stimulate the beginning of their thought process.  This was necessary because they were not thinking correctly according to “all” that the Old Testament Scriptures taught about the Messiah.


b.  The thing that these Jews missed about the Messiah (which is the same thing Jews miss today about the Messiah) is the necessity for the Messiah to suffer and die for the sin of the world.  John the Baptist clearly declared that Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  This could only be done by the sacrifice of Himself on the Cross, just as the animal sacrifices illustrated His death as a sacrifice for sin (the sin offering of Leviticus).  The Old Testament was filled with illustrations of the sacrifice for sin (Isaac), who would be restored to life (Jonah three days in the great fish).


c.  The phrase “these things” are all the things Cleopas mentioned from the arrest of Jesus until His death.  Jesus had suffered injustice, ridicule, humiliation, torture, beatings, being scourged, crucifixion and death.  All these things were necessary in order for Him to be tested and found worthy to be a sinless sacrifice for sin.  All these things were part of the Father’s plan of salvation.  All these things were necessary to satisfy the justice of God.


d.  The answer to Jesus’ question is a resounding ‘Yes’.  But these Jews, as well as too many of today’s Jews, do not see the necessity.  Jesus would correct this shortly for the two men on the road to Emmaus.  He will correct this for many Jews in the future by the resurrection of the Church, which will stimulate the belief of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists.

2.  “and then enter into His glory?’”

a.  Only after the sacrifice for the sins of mankind could Jesus enter into His glory.


b.  There are several stages to Jesus entering into His glory:



(1)  The first step is the actual resurrection of the humanity of Christ in a new and glorious body that can never feel pain, hunger, thirst, or be harmed in any way.



(2)  Step two is the ascension and session of Christ at the right hand of the Father, the place of greatest honor and joy for the Son of God.



(3)  Step three is the resurrection of the Church and the marriage to His Bride.



(4)  Step four is the second advent of the Messiah with all those who believe in Him for the deliverance of all believers on earth.



(5)  Step five is the restoration of the earth from the evil effects of Satan’s former rule on earth.



(6)  Step six is the defeat of the Gog/Magog revolt against the rule of Christ at the end of His millennial reign.



(7)  Step seven is the complete destruction of the universe and the last judgment of all unbelievers and fallen angels.



(8)  Step eight is the creation of the new heavens and new earth.


c.  The salvation of those who believe in Christ had to be accomplished before anything else God could do to glorify His Son.  Notice that God loved us so much that He had to provide for us first before He could do anything to glorify His Son.  The Cross had to come before the Crown.  This has always been true and always been the plan of God.  The Jews have always had difficulty seeing this.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The very things about the death of Jesus that disturbed them so were the strongest proof that he was the Messiah of the Old Testament.”


b.  “Jesus’ summary is very much like Lk 24:7 and His earlier passion predictions.  Using a rhetorical question that expects a positive reply, Jesus states what the travelers should have known from the prophets: that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and come into His glory.   The use of ‘it was necessary’ is a major Lucan theme and also recalls Lk 24:7.  The theme of suffering is drawn from Ps 118, Isa 53, and the lament psalms that portray the righteous sufferer (Ps 31, 69).  The remark anticipates Lk 24:46.  The consensus is that first-century Judaism did not anticipate a suffering Messiah.  Nonetheless, Jesus says that the OT prophets had such an expectation.  Here is where Christian and Jewish messianic expectation and eschatology differed greatly.  The newly emphasized element in the summary is the idea of entry into glory.  Here the emphasis on glory is a focus on Jesus’ position and authority, not just His coming to life.  The emphasis here is on His entering glory, so that the exalted nature of His current position is stressed.  This theme recalls the transfiguration (Lk 9:31) and the discussion about Jesus’ exodus.   Glory refers to the splendor of being in God’s presence or, in Jesus’ case, at God’s side.  Jesus is not only alive, He rules.  He has entered into His glory, which means that He has been raised to reign next to God, just as He promised at His trial (Lk 22:69; 23:42–43).  As such the background of the remark is Ps 110 and Dan 7:14.  The great manifestation of that glory is yet to come (Lk 21:27), but Jesus has now emerged from the dark night of His suffering.  The man that the Emmaus travelers are walking with is no mere disciple or pilgrim; He is a regal visitor [the King of kings].”


c.  “From the perspective of his followers, the answer is, clearly and categorically, No!  According to Jesus, the perspective of the Scriptures is different.”


d.  “Ps 110:1 clearly reveals that He would enter into His glory before His earthly reign, for it states that He will be seated at God’s right hand until His enemies have been made His footstool.  Our Lord’s line of reasoning relies on the premise that God is always rational (logical) and that man has the God-given intellect to follow His revealed plan.  Whenever we exclude any part of God’s word from our ‘system’ it brings confusion and grief.  As Jesus expressed it earlier, man shall live by every word that comes from God (Mt 4:4).”


e.  “It is debated whether the second part about the glory was fulfilled in the resurrection or in the ascension.  That is one of those useless questions which presents an alternative where none exists.”
  An excellent statement, since the glory of Jesus is fulfilled in both.
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