John 1:1
Luke 23:54



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, used to introduce background material into the narrative.  It can be translated “Now.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA with the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular noun PARASKEUĒ, which means “the day of preparation.”  With this we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: it was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past state of being.


The active voice indicates that the day of preparation produced the state of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now it was the day of preparation,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun SABBATON, which means “the Sabbath.”  Finally, we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EPIPHWSKW, which means “to grow towards or become daylight: shine forth, dawn, break, draw on; the Sabbath dawned or drew on Lk 23:54; drew near Mt 28:1.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the Sabbath began to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the Sabbath was drawing near.”
Lk 23:54 corrected translation
“Now it was the day of preparation, and the Sabbath was drawing near.”
Mk 15:42, “When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath,”

Mt 27:62, “Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now it was the day of preparation,”

a.  Luke continues the story with another insertion of background information for the sake of his Gentile audience (Theophilus, Acts 1:1).  Luke tells us that the day Jesus was crucified was the day of preparation for the Passover Sabbath, which occurred the next day, Saturday.  This means that Jesus died on a Friday.


b.  The phrase ‘the day of the preparation’ is “The technical Jewish phrase for the day before the sabbath.”
  “The day before the sabbath was considered a day of preparation, in accordance with Ex 16:23, both before the regular sabbath and before a feast sabbath (Mt 27:62; Mk 15:42; Lk 23:54; Jn 19:14, 31, 42).  At 3 p.m., the Hebrews began to prepare their food for the next day and to perform all the necessary labors that were forbidden on the sabbath.  They bathed and purified themselves, dressed in festive apparel, set their tables, and lighted their lamps.  On the day before Passover, the Hebrews of the later period made it their chief business to remove all leaven from the house (1 Cor 5:7).  This custom of converting at least a portion of the day before the Sabbath into a holy day was recognized by the Romans to such an extent that, according to a rescript of Augustus, Jews need not appear in court after 3 p.m. on such days.  Criminal cases were not brought before court on this day, and journeys exceeding 12 Roman miles (17.8 km) were prohibited.  The signal for the preparations was given by the priests by means of trumpets blow six times at intervals.”

2.  “and the Sabbath was drawing near.”

a.  It was Friday and Saturday was drawing near.  It was about 3 p.m. when Jesus died, and His body was prepared for burial during the period of preparation for Passover.


b.  The Sabbath after the death of Jesus would be the first time in the history of the Jews that the Passover would be celebrated in commemoration of the actual Lamb of God being slain for the sins of the world.


c.  By the time Joseph and Nicodemus were finished with all the preparations for the entombment of Jesus it was close to 5 p.m. or thereafter.  The Sabbath began at 6 p.m.  Therefore, the entombment of Jesus had to begin before 6 p.m. for Him to spend His first ‘day’ in the grave.  His three ‘days’ in the grave included Friday evening (the time before 6 p.m.—day 1; all day Saturday—day 2; and Sunday from 6 p.m. Saturday night until sometime after midnight Sunday morning—day 3).


d.  Everything regarding the burial of Jesus had to be completed during the three-hour period from His death until sundown, which on 1 April would be at about 6 p.m.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke makes a chronological note, which the other Synoptics present before discussing Joseph: Mt 27:57 simply says it was becoming evening, while Mk 15:42 records that it already was becoming evening and notes that it was the day before the Sabbath, that is, the Day of Preparation (Mt 27:62; Mk 15:42; Jn 19:14, 31, 42.  The Day of Preparation is so called because it was the day before the start of a feast or the Sabbath when everything had to be made ready so that one could rest.  In this case, both the feast day and the Sabbath come together, but Luke has related it to the Sabbath, as the following phrase makes clear.  Luke clearly portrays the disciples as faithful in their preparation to rest on the Sabbath.”


b.  “The purpose of this inclusio is to avoid any hint that these disciples of Jesus were engaged in Sabbath-breaking.”


c.  “Preparation Day for the weekly Sabbath extended from sunset on Thursday to sunset on Friday.  Was about to begin (literally ‘was dawning’) usually refers to sunrise, but here seems to refer to sunset or the time when the lamps were lit.”
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