John 1:1
Luke 23:46
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb PHWNEW, which means “to cry out; to call out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is modal, indicating the manner in which the action of the main verb is accomplished

Next we have the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a loud/great voice.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And crying out with a loud voice, Jesus said,”
 is the vocative masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “Father.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “into Your hands.”  This is followed by the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb PARATITHĒMI, which means “to entrust for safe keeping.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The middle voice is an indirect (dynamic) middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of Jesus in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My spirit.’”

“‘Father, into Your hands I am entrusting My spirit.’”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  Next we have the nominative masculine singular aoristic active participle of the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “having.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after having said.”

Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EKPNEW, which means “to breathe out one’s life/soul; to expire; to die.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then, after having said this, He expired.”
Lk 23:46 corrected translation
“And crying out with a loud voice, Jesus said, ‘Father, into Your hands I am entrusting My spirit.’  Then, after having said this, He expired.”
Mk 15:37, “And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last.”

Mt 27:50, “And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “And crying out with a loud voice, Jesus said,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the crucifixion of Jesus by describing the final act of Jesus on the cross.  In order to breathe, the person hanging on the cross had to push down against the nails holding their feet and pull up on the nails holding their hands.  This took pressure off the weight of their body so they could inhale air.  This process was extremely painful, as we can well imagine, and was necessary for every breath.  In some cases a peg was nailed into the upright pole, so that the person could sit on the peg and relieve the pressure.  We do not know if this was the case for Jesus.


b.  The Lord did several things after He was finished bearing our sins and being judged for them.



(1)  Jn 19:28, “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things already had been completed, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I am thirsty.’”  He said this to prove that He was still true humanity while being judged for our sins.



(2)  Jn 19:29, “A full jug of sour wine was standing [there]; therefore, after putting a full sponge of the sour wine upon a hyssop [branch], they brought [it] up to His mouth.


(3)  Jn 19:30, “Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’  He said this to indicate that the judgment of our sins was completed.  And then, after bowing His head, He delivered up His spirit.”


c.  John states the fact that the Lord delivered up His human spirit.  Luke tells us that He did so crying out with a loud shout as He exhaled His last breath.
2.  “‘Father, into Your hands I am entrusting My spirit.’”

a.  The last words Jesus spoke from the cross were addressed to God the Father.  Ps 31:5, “Into Your hand I commit my spirit;”  This address shows that the Lord Jesus Christ was restored to full fellowship with the Father after successfully completing being made sin for us.  The very instant the final sin was paid for, the Father was finished forsaking the Son and the two were back in intimate fellowship with each other.  Jesus was once again embraced by the total love of God the Father.  The Father was fully grateful for what the Son had done to demonstrate the unconditional love of the Father for the world.


b.  The phrase “into Your hands” is an anthropomorphism, referring to the power, authority, care, and protection of God the Father.  God the Father would be responsible for the care and protection of the human spirit of our Lord, while His soul went to make His victorious proclamation to the spirits in prison and the believers in the Paradise of Hades.  Lenski says that the soul and spirit of our Lord remained united in death, just as our soul and spirit remain united in death.
  His body went into the grave; His soul went to Hades; and His human spirit went to the Father.


c.  The entrusting of His spirit refers to the care and protection the Father would give to the human spirit of our Lord until His soul and spirit could be reunited with His body for the resurrection in three days.  In resurrection the Holy Spirit restored the Lord’s human soul and spirit to His body in the grave.  This makes the Holy Spirit one of the two agents of resurrection.  Our Lord predicted that He would lay down His own life and take it up again,
 making Him the other agent of resurrection.


d.  The separation of our Lord’s soul and spirit at death is unique.  This does not occur with believers, whose soul and spirit are never separated at death.  Together they are absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.

3.  “Then, after having said this, He expired.”

a.  Luke continues the story with the immediate consequences of that final shout and exhale of breath.  Jesus did not inhale again.  He breathed out His last breath in that shout and did not inhale again.  No one killed Him.  He ended His own life by not breathing again.  There was no need for Him to suffer another instant of pain.


b.  Our Lord did not bleed to death.  The Roman soldier’s spear into His heart did not kill Him (the soldiers noted that He was already dead).  No one murdered Jesus.  He died of His own free will and not by the will of someone else.  The leaders of Israel were certainly responsible for His death and the Roman government sanctioned the death of an innocent man.  But in the end it was our Lord and Him alone who determined the time, manner, and place of His death, just as He determines the time, manner, and place of our death.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus dies with a cry of faith.  Jesus’ final words in Luke before his death come from Ps 31:5 [31:6 in the Hebrew Text].  In the original psalm, the remarks are the prayer of a righteous sufferer who wishes to be delivered from his enemies and expresses trust that his fate is in God’s hands.  Jesus’ remarks are an expression of righteous faith.  Jesus is the righteous sufferer par excellence.  As He faces death, He expresses His trust that God will care for Him.  In fact, this is a call to resurrect Him.  Acts 2:27–28, 31 and 13:35–36 appeal to Ps 16 to develop what happened to Jesus upon His death.  Jesus had made numerous predictions of His resurrection (Lk 9:22; 18:33; 22:69; 23:43).  This promise is alluded to later in 24:7, 26, 44, 46, and Paul also alludes to it when he says that he is on trial for the hope of resurrection from the dead (Acts 23:6; 24:15; 26:6, 8).  Jesus’ prayer of trust is thus an expression of submission to God’s will, in which Jesus expresses faith that God will deliver Him.  Jesus is a model of the dying righteous one who can rest in God.  Such hope is also expressed by Stephen in Acts 7:59, whose death mirrors that of Jesus (also 1 Pet 4:19).  The prayer contains an address and a statement of faith. The address ‘Father’ shows the special familial appeal that Jesus makes.  Jesus is giving over His spirit to God’s care.  Jesus submits to his death and leaves His vindication to God.  With this hope, Jesus dies.  Luke and Mk 15:37 both use the euphemistic ‘to breathe out, expire’, while Mt 27:50 has ‘He yielded His spirit’ and Jn 19:30 has ‘He gave up His spirit’.  Luke notes that death followed this last utterance.”


b.  “This was actually a bedtime prayer used by Jewish children, and it tells us how our Lord died: confidently, willingly (Jn 10:17–18), and victoriously. Those who know Jesus as their Savior may die with the same confidence and assurance.”


c.  “Luke noted that Jesus’ death occurred because He willed it.  Breathing His last, He voluntarily gave up His life (Jn 10:15, 17–18).”


d.  “The words of His prayer are borrowed from Ps 31:5, a text in which the Suffering Righteous One entrusts himself to God’s care.  Employing this psalm, Jesus manifests His own faith in the sovereign God whom, He believes, will rescue Him from the hands of His enemies.  In light of the coupling of death and resurrection in Jesus’ passion predictions, we may hear in Jesus’ prayer His faith in the God who raises from the dead.”


e.  “Jesus’ final statement was an act of faith by a person forsaken by God, for Jesus, knowing that there was no viable alternative, placed His own future, no matter how bleak it looked, into God’s hands.  I imagine the offer of Lk 4:6–7 was still open (Lk 4:13), so Jesus, by entrusting His spirit to God, won the ultimate, final victory over Satan.  Even when abandoned by God, Jesus, reduced to pure humanity, recognized that Satan’s offer was hollow and that man’s only hope lay in God.  In this final recognition from the cross lay Satan’s ultimate and resounding defeat.  Then Jesus chose to die, as Mt 27:50 records and Mk 15:44 confirms; for He, of His own volition, gave up His spirit.  His life was not taken from Him; He dismissed His own soul; He laid down His life voluntarily.”


f.  “Though Luke was aware of the other sayings, he wanted his readers to focus on this final prayer at death.  ‘Into your hands I commit my spirit’ was the Jews’ traditional evening prayer that pious Jews offered before going to sleep.  Jesus chose to pray it at the moment He entered the ultimate sleep—death.  When Jesus prayed this ‘good night’ prayer, He prayed it as no other Jew had ever prayed it—because he added ‘Father’ to the beginning.  It is a matter of Biblical and scholarly record that no one prayed this way until Jesus did so.  The ascription of ‘Father’ was revolutionary!  This was no ordinary death by crucifixion.  Normally the crucified, due to progressive weakening, fell unconscious and died feebly.  But Jesus was in lucid control to the very last.  He gave up his soul because He chose to do so, with a shout of confident victory.”
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