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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the second criminal.

“And He said to him,”
 is the “asseverative particle AMĒN, meaning ‘Truly’, always used with LEGW, beginning a solemn declaration but used only by Jesus, meaning: I assure you that, I solemnly tell you Mt 5:18, 26; 6:2, 5, 16; 8:10 and many other passages.”
 Next we have the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the second criminal.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, tell, assure: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening right now.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘Truly I say to you,”
 is the adverb of time SĒMERON, meaning “today.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular persona pronoun EGW, meaning “with Me.”  This is followed by the second person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: you will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the second criminal) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and proper noun PARADEISOS, which means “in Paradise.”

“today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”
Lk 23:43 corrected translation
“And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”
Explanation:

1.  “And He said to him,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the conversation between our Lord and the criminal who believed in Him by telling us what Jesus’ response was to the man’s request that Jesus remember him.


b.  The Lord never retorts to the slander and blasphemy of the leaders of Israel, the crowd of people, the Roman soldiers or the other criminal.  But He makes a solemn promise to this man who believed in Him.

2.  “‘Truly I say to you,”

a.  This is the Lord’s common formula for making a solemn promise of absolute truth, which guarantees that what follows is certain to happen.  This man receives an absolute guarantee from the integrity of the Lord Jesus Christ that what He is about to say is going to happen.  The words that follow are an absolute, dogmatic promise of eternal life and eternal security.


b.  This is the last of the “Truly” saying of our Lord in Luke’s gospel.  This list of them follows:



(1)  Lk 4:24, “Then He said, ‘Truly I say to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown.’”


(2)  Lk 4:25, “However, truly I say to you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut for three years and six months, when a great famine occurred over all the land;”



(3)  Lk 9:27, “However, truly I say to you, there are some of those standing here who will never taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”



(4)  Lk 12:37, “Happy [are] those slaves, the ones who, after coming, the master will find being watchful; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself and have them recline [to eat], and after coming by, will serve them.”


(5)  Lk 12:44, “Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge over all his possessions.”



(6)  Lk 18:17, “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will absolutely not enter into it.”



(7)  Lk 18:29, “Then He said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,’”



(8)  Lk 21:3, “And so He said, ‘Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all [the others].’”



(9)  Lk 21:32, “Truly I say to you that this generation will never pass away until all things have taken place.”



(10)  Lk 23:43, “And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”
3.  “today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”

a.  The promise begins with the time the promise will be fulfilled.  This promise is not going to be fulfilled at some future coming of the Lord, but this very day.  The man doesn’t have to wait for some indeterminate time in the grave for the fulfillment of a future resurrection.  This promise is going to happen before sundown, which was only seven or eight hours away.  The word “today” also tells this man that he is going to die today.  He will not have a slow agonizing two-week death hanging on the cross until he dehydrates and suffers from exposure to the elements.  The pain will be over in a few hours and then there will be no more pain ever again.


b.  On this very day the state of being of this man is going to change drastically and will be the same state of being that occurs to the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This man is going to share the exact same existence that the Son of God is about to experience in a few hours.  Whatever occurs to Jesus after death will also occur to this man.  Whatever status God the Father has in store for His Son is the same status the Father has in store for this man.


c.  The man is going to be in Paradise with Jesus.  What is Paradise and where is it?



(1)  Paradise is a compartment of Hades where all Old Testament believers resided, while awaiting the resurrection of Christ from the dead.  Another name for this place is Abraham’s bosom, which we studied in Lk 16:22ff., where we saw the poor man Lazarus in the compartment of Hades called Abraham’s bosom and the rich man in the compartment of Hades called Torments.  Old Testament believers could not go to heaven after death, because the Son of God had not yet paid the penalty for the spiritual death and sins of mankind.  Until Jesus was received and seated in heaven, the Old Testament believers had to wait in a comfortable, painless place in the underworld called Paradise.



(2)  With the resurrection, ascension and session of Christ, all unbelievers of the Old Testament are transferred from the physical Paradise of Hades to the heavenly Paradise of God.  The ‘Paradise’ of Hades is now closed and has been transferred to the third heaven—the presence of God.  This heavenly Paradise is mentioned in:




(a)  2 Cor 12:4, “was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.”




(b)  Rev 2:7, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’”


d.  Therefore, Jesus is promising this man that immediately after his death this very day the two of them were both going to be in the Paradise of Hades.  So this begs the question, “Did Jesus have to go to ‘hell’ after He died, and if so, then for what purpose?”  The answer is ‘Yes, our Lord did have to go to Hades, and for a very important purpose’.  Our Lord went to Hades and remained there for three days, making His victorious proclamation of having been judged for the sins of the world.  The proclamation was that salvation had been accomplished on the Cross.  God’s promise had been fulfilled.  Those who had believed in Jesus would be saved.  This was good news to the Old Testament believers in the Paradise of Hades, such as Abraham, Lazarus, and millions/billions of others.  The Lord also had a victorious proclamation to make to the half-human/half-angel Nephalim of Genesis 6, who tried to corrupt true humanity, in order to prevent the first advent of the Son of God, when the fallen angels cohabited with the daughters of man to create a superhuman race that was not purely human genetically.  Had this succeeded then Jesus could not be born as a true human being.  The universal flood wiped these creatures off the earth and left only eight true human beings (Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives) to repopulate the earth with true human beings, uncontaminated by angelic genetic material.  The need for this proclamation of victory is mentioned in 1 Pet 3:19-20, “by means of Whom [God the Holy Spirit] also, after having traveled, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who once were disobedient, when the patience of God continued to wait patiently in the days of Noah, while the ark was being constructed, into which a few; that is eight souls, were brought safely through the water,…”  The fallen angels who participated in this corruption of the human race received their judgment according to 2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment;”


e.  Therefore, immediately after His death our Lord went to Hades to tell all the humans, Nephalim, and fallen angels that He had successfully come to earth as a man, lived a perfectly righteous life, made the sacrifice for sins on the Cross, and God’s plan was being fulfilled.  This was great news for believers and sealed the fate of all the rest.


f.  The fact that Jesus did not remain in Hades is proven by His resurrection and declared in:



(1)  Acts 2:27, “Because You [God the Father] will not abandon my [David’s] soul in Hades, nor permit Your Holy One [the Lord Jesus Christ] to experience corruption.”



(2)  Acts 2:31, “having foresaw, he spoke concerning the resurrection of Christ that He was neither abandoned in Hades, nor did His flesh experience corruption.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Apparently paradise was not exalted to heaven until Easter Day.  Jesus apparently refers to it in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus as ‘Abraham’s Bosom,’ to which the godly beggar Lazarus was carried by the angels after his decease (Lk 16:19–31).  Thus ‘Abraham’s Bosom’ referred to the place where the souls of the redeemed waited till the day of Christ’s resurrection.  Presumably this was the same place as paradise.  It was not yet lifted up to heaven but it may well have been a section of Hades, reserved for believers who had died in the faith but who would not be admitted into the glorious presence of God in heaven until the price of redemption had been actually paid on Calvary.”


b.  “However crude may have been the robber’s Messianic ideas Jesus clears the path for him.  He promises him immediate and conscious fellowship after death with Christ in Paradise which is a Persian word and is used here not for any supposed intermediate state; but the very bliss of heaven itself.  This Persian word was used for an enclosed park or pleasure ground (so Xenophon).  The word occurs in two other passages in the N. T. (2 Cor 12:4; Rev 2:7), in both of which the reference is plainly to heaven.  Some Jews did use the word for the abode of the pious dead till the resurrection, interpreting ‘Abraham’s bosom’ in this sense also.”


c.  “Jesus’ response goes beyond the criminal’s request.  The criminal’s petition expresses the hope that he will attain to life at the resurrection; Jesus’ reply assures him of immediate entry into paradise.  The solemnity of the reply is noted by the expression, ‘Truly I say to you’.  Jesus does not speak of the unspecified future, but of the immediate present.  The request is granted today.  It seems more likely that some sense of moving immediately into an intermediate state, conscious of God’s blessing, is alluded to here; that is, it is not likely that Jesus was in limbo for a few days.  He seeks to encourage the criminal in His confession.  Jewish doctrine held that the dead go to Sheol [the Hebrew word for Hades].  The term ‘paradise’ comes into Greek from the Persian world.  The term later came to refer to the future garden or paradise (Isa 51:3; Ezek 28:13; 31:8).  In Judaism, it referred to the abode of the righteous.  Arndt (1956: p. 471) correctly equates its meaning with Abraham’s bosom, an image that also highlights immediate reception after death.  Jesus promises this criminal that today he will be with him and live among the righteous.  Jesus’ reply also suggests that the criminal will be in some conscious, intermediate state until the resurrection, though this conclusion is implied, rather than explicit. Death is a mere transition for this man.  He too will experience victory and deliverance through the King he confesses, and that deliverance is immediate.  Hope is thus provided by his confession and the Messiah’s compassion.  Jesus can and does save, despite what the taunts suggest.  The irony should not be missed.  A call to Jesus yields immediate results.”


d.  “It took courage for this thief to defy the influence of his friend and the mockery of the crowd, and it took faith for him to trust a dying King!  When you consider all that he had to overcome, the faith of this thief is astounding.  The man was saved wholly by grace; it was the gift of God.  He did not deserve it and he could not earn it. His salvation was personal and secure, guaranteed by the word of Jesus Christ.  The man hoped for some kind of help in the future, but Jesus gave him forgiveness that very day, and he died and went with Jesus to paradise.”


e.  “Jesus’ promise of Paradise ‘today’ is in keeping with Luke’s understanding of the immediacy of salvation.”


f.  “1 Pet 3:19 tells us that Jesus ‘made proclamation’ (presumably, of His kingdom and appointment as the world’s judge [No, He made proclamation of His victory on the Cross]) to the imprisoned ‘spirits’ who had rebelled in antediluvian times (presumably, the fallen angels of 2 Pet 2:4ff., who are also the ‘sons of God’ of Gen 6:1–4).”


g.  “Jewish literature typically contrasted ‘paradise’ with ‘Gehenna,’ or hell.  Although Jewish texts disputed the location of paradise, they often mentioned it as the abode of the righteous after death or after the resurrection.  Thus both Jesus and this condemned man would proceed directly to the abode of the righteous after death.”


h.  “Where was Jesus after His death on the cross and before the resurrection?  The Old Testament calls the abode of the dead ‘Sheol,’ whether for the righteous or unrighteous.  Our Lord explained in Lk 16 that there are two separate divisions in Sheol, one called Abraham’s Bosom, and the other Hades [actually ‘Torments’ the compartment of Hades for the unbelievers].  The dying thief on the cross was to be with Jesus in Paradise on that same day, yet Jesus had not ascended to Heaven three days later; so Paradise seems synonymous with Abraham’s bosom, but is not Heaven, which is how Jesus could later say that He had not yet ascended to His Father (Lk 23:43; Jn 20:17).  Paradise was the abode of the redeemed dead, and it seems it remained so until Jesus ascended into Heaven, for He is now in Heaven at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56).  Eph 4:8 indicates that those who were held captive (waiting for the fulfillment of their salvation) in Paradise accompanied Jesus at His ascension into Heaven.  So Paradise has been emptied and its previous occupants are now in Heaven!  Thus, Jesus went to Paradise, not Heaven, immediately after the crucifixion.”


i.  “Jesus did not say, ‘Today you will be in purgatory.’ Yet if a sinner ever deserved a term in purgatory, this criminal was such a one.  His immediate transfer into heaven [paradise] is proof that is fatal to the idea of a purgatory.”
  With this simple logic Lenski completely refutes the entire Catholic doctrine of purgatory.  Well done.
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