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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: he was saying.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the continuation of a past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And he was saying,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the second person singular aorist passive imperative of the verb MIMNĒISKW, which means “to remember.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus is requested to receive the action of remembering.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

Next we have the genitive direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “me” and refers to the second criminal.

“‘Jesus, remember me,”
 is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when.”  With this we have the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: You come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses, where the time element is uncertain.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “into Your kingdom.”

“when You come into Your kingdom.’”
Lk 23:42 corrected translation
“And he was saying, ‘Jesus, remember me, when You come into Your kingdom.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And he was saying,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the conversation the second criminal had with Jesus as they were being crucified with the most important thing this man said to Jesus prior to Jesus being judged for his sins.


b.  The imperfect tense of the verb tells us that there was a continuation of the conversation, which tells us that the other criminal stopped talking.  The people watching the events were listening to what was said (the leaders of Israel, the Roman centurion in charge of the execution detail, John and Mary the mother of Jesus, and the other criminal).  Everyone had a chance to hear what this man said to Jesus as he testified to the fact that Jesus was the Messiah.


c.  There may have been more to the conversation than what we have recorded here, since the gospels generally only give us the short version of an event rather than all its details.  The fact the other gospels tell us nothing of this event proves this point.  Luke saw the significance of this story and made certain it was included in his gospel.

2.  “‘Jesus, remember me,”

a.  The criminal addresses Jesus by His common, familiar name.  Just because he does not address Him by the title ‘Lord’ doesn’t mean the man didn’t recognize our Lord’s deity.  The phrase ‘Your kingdom’ recognizes Jesus’ deity instead.  Using the familiar title Jesus, indicates the man’s desire to have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus.


b.  Then the man makes a request that Jesus remember him.  This implies much more than simply remembering that the man once existed and hung on a cross next to Jesus.  This man is asking Jesus to remember after He dies that he believes that Jesus is the Messiah.  This implies that the man believes that there is life after death, that Jesus will live after death, that Jesus will have the mentality to remember him, and that there is the possibility that the man can be with Jesus after death.


c.  In effect, the man is asking Jesus to remember that he believes in Him after they are both dead, so that he can have a relationship with Jesus after death.  The man wants more than simply being remembered, but wants a permanent relationship with Jesus in the life after death.  It is another way of asking that they might be together in the next life.  This further implies that the man believes in life after death or resurrection and assumes that Jesus will be resurrected from the dead.


d.  “‘Remember me’ is the opposite of being forgotten, which means to be excluded from the kingdom.  ‘Remember me’ means to include me in that kingdom.”

3.  “when You come into Your kingdom.’”

a.  The previous request to be remembered cannot be separated from this temporal clause, because the request to remember is based upon the fact that Jesus will come into His kingdom.  The criminal is certain that Jesus has a kingdom, that that kingdom exists in the future, and that kingdom will belong to Jesus and this man can be with Jesus in that kingdom.  This is a de facto admission that Jesus is the Messiah; for only the Messiah will have a future kingdom according to Jewish theology.


b.  Therefore, this man is testifying to the fact that he believes that Jesus is the Messiah, and that He will have a future kingdom as the King of the Jews, and his request is that Jesus might remember his faith in Him and allow him to be associated with Jesus in that future kingdom.


c.  Jesus is going to come into His kingdom.  He is going to be given a kingdom by God the Father and will rule that kingdom with those who believe in Him.  This man is asking to be a small part of that kingdom by being in it with the One he now believes in.  There is no question to the fact that this man has changed his mind about the person of Jesus and believes that Jesus is the Messiah.  In fact, he is testifying publicly to this fact in spite of what the leaders of Israel listening to him might think or say.


d.  So this man demonstrates that any unbeliever has the opportunity to believe in Christ, even up to the time just before they die.  Remember that this man will die in five hours or less.  Yet think of how wonderful those last hours will be, knowing where he will be immediately after death, which is the subject of the next verse.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The criminal moves past confessing his sin and his belief in Jesus to request that Jesus remember him.  This request is similar to funerary inscriptions requesting that the dead be placed with the righteous at the judgment.  He is the only person to address Jesus simply by His name.  The intimacy, setting, and sincerity are poignant.  The criminal seems to anticipate that Jesus will one day (maybe even soon) have great power.  When that happens, he wants to be there.  The criminal does not, however, expect immediate deliverance, since in Judaism that was associated with the consummation.  The remark is a messianic confession and expresses the hope of being with Messiah and the righteous. Plummer (1896: 535) summarizes the verse nicely: ‘Some saw Jesus raise the dead, and did not believe. The robber sees Him being put to death, and yet believes.’  The robber is an example of one who finally confesses when he confronts his inevitable death.  He wants to follow Jesus even into glory.”


b.  “It took courage for this thief to defy the influence of his friend and the mockery of the crowd, and it took faith for him to trust a dying King!  When you consider all that he had to overcome, the faith of this thief is astounding.”


c.  “His request, ‘remember me,’ echoes words repeatedly addressed to Yahweh, whose memory is a source of divine blessing in keeping with his covenant.  Like other marginalized persons in the Third Gospel, the second criminal, a religious and social outsider, thus exercises astounding insight into the status and identity of Jesus.”


d.  “The man addresses Jesus who, he had concluded, was the Messiah, King of the coming kingdom.  He did not say, ‘Remember my works.’  Neither did he say, ‘Remember that I aligned myself with you in your death.’  He said only, ‘Remember me.’  He asked for mercy.  That is all any of us can ask for.  The dying words of the devout astronomer Copernicus were: ‘I do not ask for the grace that you gave St. Paul; nor can I dare to ask for the grace that you granted to St. Peter; but, the mercy which you did show to the dying robber, that mercy, show to me.’”


e.  “He believes that Jesus is the Messiah, and he knows that the Messiah is to have a kingdom.”


f.  “The criminal regards Jesus as more than a martyr; he implicitly confesses his faith that Jesus is the Messiah.”
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