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

 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For,” followed by the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it is true.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular article and adjective HUGROS with the noun XULON, meaning “in the case of the green tree” or “in connection with the green tree.”
  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb POIEW, which means “to do: they do.”


The present tense is a descriptive or customary present, which describes what is typically occurring right now.


The active voice indicates that Jewish people in general are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For if they do these things in the case of the green tree,”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere or locative of time from the neuter singular article and adjective XĒROS, meaning “in the case of the dry [tree].”  The noun XULON is not repeated, because it is so obviously implied.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what?,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place, or come to pass.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (“what”) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in questions of possibility.  It is used in questions that are not seeking factual information, but a decision.

“what shall happen in the case of the dry [tree]?’”
Lk 23:31 corrected translation
“For if they do these things in the case of the green tree, what shall happen in the case of the dry [tree]?’”
Explanation:
1.  “For if they do these things in the case of the green tree,”

a.  Jesus continues to speak to the daughters of Jerusalem and gives them a further explanation of why they should mourn for themselves and their children rather than Him.


b.  Jesus puts His explanation in the form of a first class conditional statement—if such and such is true, and it is, then what should you expect as the outcome?


c.  The subject “they” in this context refers to the leaders of Israel, whom Jesus is holding responsible for the fate of the nation.  The same leaders of Israel would be responsible for the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans in 70 A.D., just at the False Prophet of Israel (the dictator of Israel during the Tribulation) will be responsible for the events leading up to the invasion of Israel by the various kings of the north, south, east, and west.


d.  The things that the leaders of Israel are doing are the rejection of and crucifixion of the Messiah, King, Savior, and God of Israel.


e.  The “green tree” is a reference to a living tree.  This living tree represents the Lord Jesus Christ in His first advent.


f.  The logic of the protasis is that if the leaders of Israel can do what they are doing to Jesus, …

2.  “what shall happen in the case of the dry [tree]?’”

a.  This part of the sentence is the apodosis or conclusion of the first class conditional statement.  The dry tree refers to the spiritually dead leaders of Israel in the future—both in the days leading up to the fall of Jerusalem and to the dictator of Israel during the Tribulation.


b.  If the Messiah can be murdered by the leaders of Israel now, what do you think is going to happen at the hands of the spiritually dead leaders of Israel in the future?  If you think things are bad now, what do you think they are going to be like then?


c.  The question is really a proverbial statement, which asks these women to ponder the question and come to a correct conclusion in their own reasoning.  The question is not rhetorical, but demands a decision on their part that will affect their future.  Jesus was warning these ‘devout’ women that they needed to make up their minds about Him before it was too late.  Grace was still being offered to them as Jesus was being led away to His death.  He was truly not willing that any should perish.


d.  If the leaders of Israel can do these things to an innocent and righteous (living) man such as Jesus, then what will God do to the spiritual dead (dry) leaders of Israel and her people?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Green wood is hard to burn and so is used for the innocent.  Dry wood kindles easily and is a symbol for the guilty. This common proverb has various applications. Here the point is that if they can put Jesus to death, being who He is, what will happen to Jerusalem when its day of judgment comes?”


b.  “Jesus makes a comparison: He is the green or damp wood, the nation in future judgment is the dry wood (Plummer 1896: 530).  Jesus presents a lesser-to-greater argument: if this is what happens to a living tree, what might happen (a deliberative subjunctive) to a dead one?  This is Jesus’ last lament for the nation.”


c.  “The nation of Israel was like a ‘green tree’ during the years when Jesus was on earth.  It was a time of blessing and opportunity, and it should have been a time of fruitfulness.  But the nation rejected Him and became like a ‘dry tree,’ fit only for the fire.  Jesus often would have gathered His people together, but they were not willing.  In condemning Him, they only condemned themselves.  We might paraphrase His words: ‘If the Roman [Jewish] authorities do this to One who is innocent, what will they do to you who are guilty?  When the day of judgment arrives, can there be any escape for you?”


d.  “Jesus’ message was being rejected when He was physically present. How much more it would be rejected in coming years! (Lk 23:31).”


e.  “The proverb of verse 31 joins scriptural witness [Hosea] to certify the disastrous proportions of the coming judgment.  The ‘they’ of verse 31 refers most simply to those who rejected Jesus [the Jewish leaders]; if they treated Jesus in this way, how will they be treated for instigating His execution?”


f.  “Unlike a green one, a dry tree would easily catch fire.  The point may be that Jesus is “green” wood, not really a revolutionary; how much greater would be the Roman judgment against the dry wood, the real revolutionaries?  Or that if they murdered the innocent, how much more would they destroy themselves (the Jewish leaders fought one another as well as the Romans in 66–70)?”


g.  “Jesus was merely prophesying that national injustice would be much worse after He had left the nation.  Josephus confirms that the period preceding the fall of Jerusalem was one of gross anarchy.  With the rejection of Jesus, Judah sealed its national doom.”


h.  “Trees do not naturally burn when they are green, but they are highly flammable when dry.  Righteous (green) Jesus was not a natural object of disaster.  But the sinful (dry) nation was.  The how-much-more aspect of this proverb was terrible.”


i.  “The green wood is Jesus in His sinlessness, the dry wood is the Jews of Jerusalem in their sinfulness, which had reached a state where it was ripe for judgment.”
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