John 1:1
Luke 23:15



 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “nor; not even” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun HĒRWIDĒS, meaning “Herod.”  There is no verb here, suggesting the ellipsis of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have [has]” for the purpose of emphasis in the statement.

“But nor [has] Herod;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANAPEMPW, which means “to send back.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Herod produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us.”

“for he sent Him back to us;”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold; notice.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “nothing” plus the nominative neuter singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy” plus the objective genitive
 from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “of death.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” plus the nominative neuter singular perfect passive participle of the verb PRASSW, which means “to do.”  The construction is a perfect periphrastic, which describes an action that began in the past and is continuing in the present.  Jesus is the subject producing the action.  The indicative mood declares a fact.  The periphrastic can be translated either “is being done” or “has been done.”

Finally, we have the instrumental of agency from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “by Him” and referring to Jesus.

“and behold, nothing worthy of death is being done by Him.”
Lk 23:15 corrected translation
“But nor [has] Herod; for he sent Him back to us; and behold, nothing worthy of death is being done by Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “But nor [has] Herod;”

a.  Pilate continues his address to the leaders and people of Israel with emphasis on addressing the people that have now increased the size of the crowd watching the proceedings.


b.  In addition to Pilate’s judgment of Jesus’ innocence, Pilate reinforces his opinion by adding the opinion of Herod Antipas, who has sent Jesus back to the ‘higher court’.  Pilate cites the fact that Herod, a man better qualified to judge the case on the basis of Jewish affairs, has agreed with Pilate’s assessment that Jesus is innocent.  Herod has also found Jesus innocent of the charges of insurrection brought against Him by the Jewish leadership.


c.  It is not just a matter of Pilate’s Gentile judgment, but Herod’s Jewish judgment as well.  Jesus is innocent as far as both men are concerned.

2.  “for he sent Him back to us;”

a.  Pilate’s proof of Herod’s judgment of Jesus’ innocence is based on the fact that Herod has sent Jesus back to the Roman court for final judgment.


b.  In one sense Pilate’s attempt to get rid of the case of Jesus has backfired on him, since Jesus is now before him again.  But in another sense Pilate has been vindicated in his judgment by the action of Herod sending Jesus back.  So the return of Jesus is both good and bad news.  The good news is that Pilate was right according to Herod.  The bad news is that Pilate still has to deal with the angry leadership of the Jews.


c.  Herod’s action of sending Jesus back to Pilate is a compliment and tribute to Pilate’s judgment in this case.  Herod could have sentenced Jesus to death, imprisoned Him, or let Him go.  Pilate gave this prerogative to Herod, surrendering his authority in the case to Herod.  Herod returned the favor by sending Jesus back, which in effect declared that Pilate had the superior right to judge the case.  Herod was deferring to Pilate.

3.  “and behold, nothing worthy of death is being done by Him.”

a.  Pilate then asks the leaders of Israel and the Jewish crowd (people) to pay attention to what he is about to say next.


b.  The critical issue in the return of Jesus is that Herod found that Jesus had done nothing worthy of death.  Herod’s interrogation of Jesus produced the same result as the interrogation by Pilate—Jesus was totally innocent of any wrongdoing.  The charges against Jesus by the Jews were found to be baseless and phony by both Pilate and Herod.


c.  The implication of this statement by Pilate is that it sets the stage for Pilate to release Jesus from custody.  Jesus has done nothing wrong and this has been vindicated by both a Roman court and Jewish court.  Therefore, the law demands that Jesus be set free.  And that is exactly what Pilate intends at this point.  Jesus is no revolutionary.  He is not trying to overthrow any governing authorities.  All the charges against Him are without merit.  He is not misleading anyone.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Herod’s opinion is similar to Pilate’s verdict.  Pilate sees more evidence of Jesus’ innocence in Herod’s returning him to Pilate.  Herod’s verdict is that Jesus has done ‘nothing worthy of death,’ which is made more solemn by the use of ἰδού (behold).  This point suggests that perhaps the rumor about Herod wanting Jesus dead (Lk 13:31) is false; for he certainly did not take advantage of this opportunity.  Jesus now has a second witness (Dt 19:15), a Jewish authority who has examined Him and found Him innocent.  All the evidence suggests that Jesus should be released.”


b.  “Herod did not issue an official verdict about Jesus, but it was clear that he did not find Him guilty of any crime worthy of death.”


c.  “Pilate adds to his own judgment that of Herod, though we are left to wonder how the mere fact that Herod returned Jesus to Pilate indicates the nature of Herod’s verdict. (Perhaps Pilate recognized in Jesus’ elegant robe the signs of mockery, that in his encounter with Jesus Herod had found nothing in which to invest serious concern?)”


d.  “Notice how meticulously and unambiguously Pilate pronounced Jesus’ innocence and then invoked Herod’s support. The two supreme tribunals in Israel declared His innocence.  This was to be the final sentencing scene in a court of justice; for that is what Pilate intended it to be.  Jesus’ innocence was established before the highest system of justice the world knows.”


e.  “Pilate had initially listened to the charges against Jesus with a Roman legal ear and discerned that they were unfounded.  Now Herod’s Palestinian ear had heard the same charges and had come to the same conclusion.  The agreement of such an unlikely pair about the political innocence of Jesus renders beyond doubt the absolute guiltlessness of Jesus.  In fact, Herod’s cruel mockery of Jesus placed his judgment that Jesus was innocent beyond question.  He did not like Jesus, yet still found Him innocent.  Pilate was rightly convinced of Jesus’ innocence.”
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