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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” and introducing background information.  With this we have the third person plural pluperfect active indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: were standing.”


The pluperfect tense is an intensive pluperfect, which looks back on the past from the standpoint of the past.  The action is perfected in relationship to some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that the high priests and scribes were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ARCHIEREUS with a connective use of the conjunction KAI and the nominative masculine plural article and noun GRAMMATEUS, meaning “the high priests and the scribes.”  There is no direct object in the Greek, but English grammar requires one.  Therefore, we supply the object “[there].”

“Now the high priests and the scribes were standing [there],”
 is the adverb of manner EUTONWS, which means “vigorously, vehemently Acts 18:28.”
  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb KATĒGOREW, which means “to accuse: accusing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is continuing at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the high priests and scribes are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the genitive direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“vehemently accusing Him.”
Lk 23:10 corrected translation
“Now the high priests and the scribes were standing [there], vehemently accusing Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the high priests and the scribes were standing [there],”

a.  Luke continues with some background information regarding this scene in Herod’s court.  Herod has peppered Jesus with a series of silly questions, hoping to find out how He does His miracles, what the tricks are, how the magic works, etc.  Jesus gives Herod no answer, because the questions have nothing to do with His guilt or innocence.  They are foolish and irrelevant questions for a court of law.


b.  Therefore, hearing the end of Herod’s questions and the silence of Jesus in response, the leaders of Israel dive into the action with a renewal of their accusations against Jesus.  The leaders of Israel are again identified as the high priests (referring to Annas and Caiaphas) and the scribes (the legal experts in Israel that advised the high priests).  They had been standing watching the proceedings.  When things seemed to come to a halt in the action with no apparent conclusion or result, they couldn’t stand the possibility that Herod might declare Jesus innocent as Pilate had done.  Therefore, they jumped into the middle of the proceedings with continued accusations.

2.  “vehemently accusing Him.”

a.  Luke is careful to characterize these continuing accusations as being done ‘vehemently’, which means they were very forceful in accusing Jesus.  They were making strong, powerful statements of guilt-worthiness against Jesus.  They accused Him of everything they could think of in the strongest possible language.


b.  The Jewish leaders were putting the pressure on Herod to do what they wanted.  By making vehement accusations, they were attempting to push Herod into a corner, where they could accuse him of taking the side of a blasphemer and insurrectionist, if he didn’t comply with their wishes and find Jesus guilty.  There was only one way out of this trap and that was to send Jesus back to Pilate.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They stood by while Herod quizzed Jesus and when he refused to answer, they broke loose with their accusations like a pack of hounds.”


b.  “Jesus continues to be relentlessly accused.  The leadership vehemently accuses Jesus, so that Herod will render a guilty verdict.  The leadership is consistently the active human catalyst behind events.”


c.  “The chief priests and scribes have not been absent during the encounter between Jesus and Herod.  Though only now mentioned, these opponents of Jesus have been pressing their case unyieldingly, now the more vehemently.  These members of the Jewish council, together with their verbal opposition against Jesus, are the constant catalyst for the actions taken against Him.”


d.  “Some of the Jewish leaders have gone to Herod’s residence to ensure that he heard their side of the case.”


e.  “The purpose of the verse is to show that both Herod’s own interrogation of Jesus and the accusations brought against Him did not lead Herod to condemn Jesus, but merely to despise Him and mock Him; the charges were not to be taken seriously.”


f.  “The Sanhedrists barked in vain.”
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