John 1:1
Luke 22:62



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after going out.”

Next we have the adverb of place EXW, which means “outside.”

“And then after going outside,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KLAIW, which means “to weep: he wept.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the adverb of manner PIKRWS, which means “bitterly.”

“he wept bitterly.”
Lk 22:62 corrected translation
“And then after going outside, he wept bitterly.”
Mt 26:74b, “And he went out and wept bitterly.”
Mk 14:72b, “And he began to weep.”

Explanation:
1.  “And then after going outside,”

a.  Luke concludes the story of Peter’s denials of the Lord by telling us what he did after hearing the rooster crow, making eye contact with Jesus, and being reminded of what Jesus had said he would do.


b.  Peter turned away from the group of men and women that were accusing him, made his way to the gate leading out to the street, where the first female servant had to unlock the door and allow him to leave.  Then he proceeded to go away from the courtyard of the home of the high priest Caiaphas and into the dark streets of Jerusalem.


c.  Why the people in the courtyard let him leave is anyone’s guess, but it is likely that God the Father made certain that Peter was allowed to escape.


d.  From the streets of Jerusalem there were only three probable places that Peter could go: (1) to the home of John Mark (if Peter even knew him at this point); (2) back to the home of Lazarus in Bethany (which was probably too far); (3) find the other disciples who might possibly still be somewhere around the Garden of Gethsemane.  For all we know, the disciples may have retreated to the home of Lazarus.  One disciple, John, did not run away, but followed Jesus through His trials and execution.

2.  “he wept bitterly.”

a.  The final statement regarding Peter (he is not mentioned again by name, but only alluded to in Lk 24:33 in the phrase “the eleven”) describes his emotional state at this moment.  Peter did more than weep a few tears; he cried hard and long.  The magnitude of what he had done hit him with full force.  If nothing else, he realized the full weight of his total depravity.  And that realization unloaded all the guilt his conscience could bear.


b.  There is an enormous contrast between the guilt and sorrow of Judas for what he had done and of Peter for what he had done.  The conscience of both men produced in them a sense of remorse and guilt, but on the one hand we have the remorse and guilt of an unbeliever in which the remorse and guilt produced no change of mind, and on the other hand we have the remorse and guilt of a believer that resulted in a genuine repentance or change of mind.


c.  At some point in time, Peter had to acknowledge his sin to God for forgiveness (1 Jn 1:9); Judas never did.  There was nothing Peter could do to atone for his sin; he had to believe in the forgiveness of His Lord, and that was all he could do.  Judas tried to atone for his sin through his work—suicide.  Obviously Judas’ work was not efficacious.


d.  Was Peter forgiven because of his bitter crying?  No.  Not at all.  Not even a little bit.  Peter could be forgiven only one way—by acknowledging his sin to God the Father.  God has provided no other means or method.  Jesus had this to His disciples from the beginning of His ministry, when they asked Him to teach them to pray: “Forgive us our sins.”


e.  Some commentators imagine that Jesus didn’t restore Peter to fellowship until He had breakfast with Him on the shore of Lake Galilee one morning long after His resurrection as noted at the end of John’s gospel.  However, I doubt that Peter took days and weeks to acknowledge his sins to God.  It is more likely that he was back in fellowship with Jesus before racing John to the empty tomb.  Had he still been out of fellowship and feeling sorry for himself, he would not be racing anyone anywhere.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “After his denials, Peter goes out and weeps bitterly.  Since this verb frequently refers to weeping over the dead (Lk 8:52; Jn 11:31, 33) intense emotion is expressed here.  Peter felt instant remorse over his denials.  His sin of denial crushed his spirit.  Jesus later restores Peter, despite his failure here (Jn 21:1–14).  In fact, he has already prepared Peter for restoration (Lk 22:32).”


b.  “Peter did not have 1 John 1:9 to read, but he did experience it in his own heart.”


c.  “His bitter weeping showed he was heartbroken over the fact he had denied Jesus.”


d.  “Memory moves Peter to action—in this case, to the sort of lament known earlier in Luke as an acknowledgment of one’s own sinfulness or a precursor to the reversal that comes with divine restoration.  Weeping marks the beginning of Peter’s ‘turning’ (Lk 22:32), even if, Luke now dismisses Peter from the scene.”


e.  “Christ paused and looked right into the soul of Peter, and the tears coursed down Peter’s face like rain down a rock.  No one will ever know the hellish anguish that Peter went through during the next few hours and days!  Something died inside Peter that night—Simon the natural man with all his self-assured presumption.”


f.  Lenski suggests that Peter was able to get out of the courtyard easily, because at this same moment Jesus was being transferred from the home of Caiaphas to the meeting place of the Sanhedrin, and the female doorkeeper had to open the gate for everyone to get out.  This is a very likely scenario.  “The foremost of the apostles falls most terribly and is yet restored when he repents [acknowledges his sin, not ‘feels sorry’ for it].  For all time this calls sinners to the pardon that Jesus brought for them.”
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