John 1:1
Luke 22:53
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 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time plus the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, which means “day by day” or “daily.”
  Then we have the first person masculine singular genitive present active participle of the verb EIMI with the genitive ‘subject’ from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to be” plus “I,” which together form a genitive absolute construction.


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action of being somewhere with them.


The participle is temporal and coterminous with the action of the main verb.  The present temporal participle is translated “While I was.”

Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you” and referring to the leaders of the Jews.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective HIEROS, meaning “in the temple.”

“While I was with you daily in the temple,”
 is the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EKTEINW, which means “to stretch out; to lay (hands on someone): you did not lay.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders did not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR, meaning “hands.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on Me.”

“you did not lay hands on Me;”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS plus the nominative article and noun HWRA, meaning “this hour.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA with the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS, meaning “the authority/power of darkness.”  Between the demonstrative pronoun and its referent we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this hour and the authority of darkness produces the state of belonging to the Jewish leaders.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “yours” in the sense that this hour and the authority of darkness belong to you.

“but this hour and the authority of darkness are yours.’”
Lk 22:53 corrected translation
“While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the authority of darkness are yours.’”
Mt 26:55b, “Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me.”

Mk 14:49a, “Every day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me;”
Explanation:
1.  “While I was with you daily in the temple,”

a.  Jesus continues His rebuke of the hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders.  During the entire past week, He taught daily in the temple (Lk 19:47, “Now He was teaching daily in the temple; however the high priests and the scribes kept on seeking to destroy Him, as well as the leading men among the people,”).  The authorities followed His every move, listened to all His teaching and attacked Him with questions (Lk 20:1, “Now it came to pass on one of the days, while He was teaching the people in the temple and proclaiming the gospel, the high priests and the scribes with the elders attacked”).

b.  The Jewish authorities could have arrested Him anytime they wanted.  He was available for arrest every day, all day long.  They had perfect access to arrest Him in public during daylight hours, instead of secretly at night, when no one would notice.  Without saying it, Jesus is pointing out their cowardice in having to do this away from the eyes of the crowd.
2.  “you did not lay hands on Me;”

a.  Jesus points out the fact that the authorities could have arrested Him, but did not.  Just as He is being arrested now, He could have been arrested then.


b.  The reason they did not dare lay hands on Him in public was for fear of the retaliation of the crowds, who adored Jesus.  Lk 20:19, “And then the scribes and the high priests sought to lay their hands on Him in the same hour, and yet they feared the people; for they knew that He spoke this parable against them.”

3.  “but this hour and the authority of darkness are yours.’”

a.  The Lord continues with the contrast between the previous days in the Temple with this moment on this night.  The word “hour” is often used in Scripture for a literal hour of time, but it is also used, as here, for a figurative period of time (for example: ‘my hour has come’).  The use of the word hour here refers to the period of time from the moment of Jesus’ arrest until His physical death on the Cross.


b.  The phrase “the authority of darkness” refers to the power and authority of Satan to do what He wants to the humanity of Christ during the rest of this day (the next twelve hours).  Satan will see to it that Jesus is punched, beaten, whipped, ridiculed, spit upon, insulted, degraded, tortured, and completely humiliated.  But Satan does not have the power to make Jesus sin, come down off the Cross, or kill Him.  Jesus will not sin, though bearing our sins.  He will not abandon the Father’s plan and come down off the Cross.  Nor will anyone be permitted to take His life—He will exhale and not inhale again—He will give up His own human spirit.


c.  The authority of Satan to do to Jesus what he likes will be delegated to the Jewish authorities to commit all the heinous acts against Jesus they can produce.  They will act as the surrogates of Satan under his delegated authority.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus raises questions about the crowd’s [Jewish authority’s] action, noting how the setting has changed from their previous meetings.  He recalls the time when, day after day, He was with them in the temple. There was no attempt to ‘stretch out hands against me,’ that is, to arrest him then.  Jesus suggests that the arrest could have occurred peaceably and publicly, not in the cover of darkness.  This remark exposes the hypocrisy that accompanies the arrest.  But there is a reason this arrest happens at night.  In God’s sovereign plan, the forces of evil are having their way for a time.  Thus Jesus says this is ‘your hour,’ a remark prepared for in 20:19.  In other words, evil is briefly allowed to come to full expression.  Jesus then uses the darkness metaphor to show that it is evil’s hour.  The timing and setting matches the mood.  Those who reject Jesus have their way.  It is a time of cosmic struggle (Jn 16:32–33).  Even though evil has its moment, it is not ultimately in control.  It is not only the hour of those who reject, but also it is the time for the ‘authority of darkness.’  The term ‘authority’ refers to the rule or domain of evil, which in turn is characterized as darkness (Lk 4:6; 23:7; Eph 6:12; Col 1:13).  Jesus acknowledges evil’s presence.  The nighttime arrest pictures the dark nature of the action and reflects God’s permissive sovereignty. A cosmic confrontation between good and evil takes place. This crowd [of Jewish authorities] chose darkness (Jn 3:19).  They wish to destroy the light.”


b.  “Jesus asked them why they had not arrested Him during the day as He taught in the temple.  The reason was obvious, that out of fear of the people they looked for a way to arrest Him secretly (19:48; 20:19; 22:2).  Not only were they coming out under the cover of darkness, but they were also acting as the forces of darkness to kill the Messiah.  The garden experience must have ended by about 2:30 a.m., for the six trials of Jesus were completed by morning and Jesus was on the cross by 9:00 a.m. The arrest in the garden was illegal for it was done at night and was accomplished through a hired accuser.”


c.  “‘Your hour’ refers to the hour of the arrest.  ‘Darkness’ is symbolic of the authority of Satan (Acts 26:18); correlating ‘your hour’ and ‘the power of darkness,’ Luke casts the temple authorities as instruments of Satan.  This helps further to explain the collusion between Judas and the temple leadership: they share the bond of diabolic [satanic] influence.”


d.  “Subversives did their acts secretly or in a way that would avoid capture; Jesus’ alleged subversion was public and unconcealed.  Night was commonly associated with evil.”


e.  “They could have taken Him anytime they wanted if they had not feared the people (cf. 19:47-48).  In point of fact, they were the lawless ones, and His challenge questioned the legality of His arrest.  They came under the cloak of night like armed robbers, their conduct an implicit admission that they were outside the realm of justice.  Jesus’ question undressed His captors, exposing their naked guilt.  This done, He issued the defining statement: ‘But this is your hour—when darkness reigns’.  The physical darkness of the night matched and covered the moral darkness reigning in their hearts.  What Jesus called ‘your hour’ was really three hours in one.  The Jerusalem authorities refused the light and sat stubbornly in the darkness. Their spiritual eyes were not ‘good’ but ‘bad,’ so that their entire beings were ‘full of darkness’ (Lk 11:33-34).  As a result of their resolute darkness and their eminent murder of Jesus, darkness would fittingly come over the whole land from high noon to 3:00 p.m. on the day of the crucifixion (Lk 23:44). This was fallen earth’s hour of dark infamy.  The ‘your hour’ was also Hell’s hour.  In fact, the very language describing the hour “when darkness reigns” is used in other places to describe the rule and dominion of Satan (Eph 6:12; Col 1:13).  Fallen humanity had become instruments in Satan’s assault against Jesus.  The devil, who after testing Jesus at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry had left Him for a more ‘opportune time’ (Lk 4:13), now had his hour!  The earthbound Sanhedrin may have thought themselves free when they condemned Jesus to death, but they were slaves of impulses that came straight from Hell.  When all is said and done, however, ‘your hour,’ which was also Hell’s hour, was preeminently Heaven’s hour.  In the Upper Room Jesus began his great prayer by saying, ‘Father, the hour has come’ (Jn 17:1)—that ‘hour’ being the destined hour for the events of the cross.  Thus the ‘hour’ for Jesus began with His self-giving at the Last Supper and culminated with His delivering His spirit into the hands of the Father.  The suffering and death of Christ came in Heaven’s hour!  As earth’s hour played out, Jesus’ captors freely exercised their own sinful impulses in His ritual murder.  But at the same time it was Hell’s hour because they were acting as unwitting agents of Satan at his time of grand opportunity.  But ultimately it was Heaven’s hour because Satan was but an instrument in God’s great plan for the salvation of the world.  Satan was the unwitting stage manager for God, and every fall and humiliation he choreographed for Christ was actually a step toward our salvation.”
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