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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person plural aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the high priests and police officers) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And they rejoiced”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist middle indicative from the verb SUNTITHĒMI, which means “to agree together: to agree with one another” or simply “to agree.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the high priests and heads of the police department produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Judas.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ARGURION, which means “silver” and refers to “money.”  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give,” but in this context it means “to pay.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the high priests and police leaders produced the action.


The infinitive mood is a complementary infinitive.

“and agreed to pay him money.”
Lk 22:5 corrected translation
“And they rejoiced and agreed to pay him money.”
Mk 14:11, “They were glad when they heard this, and promised to give him money. And he began seeking how to betray Him at an opportune time.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they rejoiced”

a.  Luke continues the story with the reaction of the high priests and leadership of the temple guards.  They rejoiced.  Nothing (other than the sudden death of Jesus) could have made them more happy at this moment.  It was as if God had blessed their evil desire to kill Jesus with the perfect person and opportunity to affect this outcome.


b.  To have a person of Jesus’ inner circle of Twelve disciples come to them with an offer to betray His whereabouts at the most propitious time and place for a secret arrest was too good to be true.  They could not have offered a more complete prayer and received this answer.  This was the best answer to prayer they had ever received.  It secured their future and cost them almost nothing.

2.  “and agreed to pay him money.”

a.  In addition to rejoicing they immediately agreed to pay Judas for his effort.  Mark says they promised (agreed) to give Judas money.  Matthew tells us that the agreed upon sum was thirty pieces of silver.  The denarius was a silver coin worth one day’s pay for a day laborer in the fields or a soldier’s pay.  Judas got one month’s pay to betray Jesus.  Just imagine someone giving up the entire paycheck for a minimum wage job for one month to betray their Savior, King, and God.


b.  The deal is struck; both parties agree.  The high priests give Judas thirty day’s wages, and he will lead them to where he knows Jesus goes at night on the Mount of Olives.  We know that Judas was a thief, since, as the treasurer of the disciples, he had a habit of stealing offerings from the money purse.  So the offer of money by the high priests just played right into his character flaw (greed).  Satan knew exactly what motivated Judas and made certain that money would help motivate him to carry out the evil plan.


c.  However, was Judas motivated only by money?  I don’t believe so.  Judas was also motivated by power.  He wanted to have one of those thrones to sit on and judge the people of Israel in the kingdom of God for a thousand years under the millennial rule of Jesus.  When Jesus announced that He had come to Jerusalem to die, then Judas assumed that Jesus’ former promise about ruling with Him was now abrogated.  Therefore, Judas thought Jesus had lied to him, and this may have been Judas’ revenge against Jesus for not keeping His promise.  So in bitterness and revenge, Jesus sought to get whatever he could out of this situation, while also extracting his revenge against Jesus for not keeping His promise.  Judas never understood that the Cross had to come before the Crown.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Judas is paid for his services, which makes his betrayal look even more sinister and is the reason why many suggest that he was greedy or covetous.  Judas could have done the deed for free, but he does it for money.  Mt 26:15 notes that Judas raised the issue of payment, thus exposing more clearly the nature of his character.  Luke notes that the leadership ‘rejoiced’.  Their joy is understandable, since betrayal by an insider means that Jesus can be handed over privately and that they can avoid the crowd’s dangerous reaction.  If any trouble were to arise, Judas could be a scapegoat.  His testimony as an insider would be significant and could deflect blame from them.  Thus the perfect opportunity to grab Jesus has come, and they seize it.  As Plummer (1896: page 491) says, the offer ‘simplified matters enormously.’  Luke uses suntithēmi for this promise, which is a term often used for a mutual agreement.  They have a deal.”


b.  “Why did Judas betray the Lord Jesus?  We know that he was a thief (Jn 12:4–6) and that money played a part in his terrible deed.  But thirty pieces of silver was not a large payment for such a great crime, and there had to be something more involved.  It is possible that Judas saw in Jesus the salvation of the Jewish nation and, therefore, he followed Him because he hoped to hold an office in the kingdom.  Keep in mind that the Twelve often argued over who was the greatest in the kingdom, and Judas, the treasurer, surely participated in those important discussions.  When Judas understood that Jesus would not establish the kingdom but rather [believed that Jesus] would surrender to the authorities, he turned against Him in bitter retaliation.”


c.  “In the Third Gospel, ‘to rejoice’ is typically used to signify responses to divine, saving activity; its usage here is yet one more indication of how the Jerusalem leaders, whose joy is thus perverse, are misguided.”


d.  “Apparently Jesus’ movements were unpredictable, for with the arrival of Judas on the scene, the high priests could plan on arresting Jesus before the feast, something they had previously that same afternoon ruled out (Mt 26:5) because they wanted to keep the arrest of Jesus secret from the common people.  This indicates that, without inside information, they could only imagine arresting Jesus in a public place.  The three synoptic gospels provide some clues as to what influenced this event, and what would take place hereafter.  Matthew and Mark record the incident of Mary anointing Jesus with spikenard here, and thus indicate that Judas’ perception of her unchecked extravagance was somehow connected with his resolve to betray Jesus.  Lk 21:37–38 reports that Jesus spent the nights on the Mount of Olives, and thus gives us a clue as to where Judas hoped to betray Jesus in private so as to keep His arrest hidden from the populace.  This last detail was no doubt discussed at length in the plot that was hatched that Wednesday evening in Caiaphas’ palace.”


e.  “The blood money he accepted was the delight of the damned, the fellowship of Hell and eternal darkness.  It would all be so easy.  As an insider, Judas knew Jesus’ every move. He would choose a time when the crowds slept and Jesus was isolated.  At such a time, Jesus would be as vulnerable as a fawn among a pack of wild dogs.  The religious leaders and their new coconspirator excitedly made preparations for the kill.”
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