John 1:1
Luke 22:48



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him,” referring to Judas.

“However, Jesus said to him,”
 is the vocative masculine singular proper noun IOUDAS, meaning “Judas.”  Then we have the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PHILĒMA, meaning “with a kiss.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  Finally, we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Judas is producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“‘Judas, Are you delivering over the Son of Man with a kiss?’”
Lk 22:48 corrected translation
“However, Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, Are you delivering over the Son of Man with a kiss?’”
Explanation:
1.  “However, Jesus said to him,”

a.  In contrast to Judas’ address to Jesus ‘Hail, Rabbi’ (Mt 26:49 = Mk 14:45) Jesus has a reply for Judas.  Jesus’ reply is a question.  His questions were always designed to get people to think about what they were saying or doing.  Jesus asks Judas indirectly if he realizes what he is doing.


b.  Jesus is not angry with Judas.  He is disappointed and disgusted with him.  Judas has the free choice to betray Jesus, but he doesn’t have to be hypocritical about it.  Jesus has spent over three years teaching the disciples not to be hypocrites, and yet, here we see Judas conducting himself in the most hypocritical fashion.  All Judas had to do was approach Jesus and point Him out.  No kiss was necessary.  No welcoming greeting was necessary.  No sign of affection by word or deed was necessary.


c.  The question that follows are the last words ever spoken by Jesus to Judas and these words will haunt him until his death.  We see the haunting of these words in Judas’ later statement to the high priest, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood” (Mt 27:4).

2.  “‘Judas, Are you delivering over the Son of Man with a kiss?’”

a.  Jesus begins His reply to Judas by addressing him by name.  Using Judas’ name makes this encounter very personal.  Jesus is taking what Judas is doing personal.  Jesus regards this betrayal as a personal action rather than for some other esoteric reason (for example; because Judas was trying to save the nation from a false Messiah).  This is not a political or religious betrayal for some greater good.  Rather Jesus sees it as a personal attack on Him.


b.  Then the Lord does what He so frequently does—He asks a rhetorical question, which is designed to force the person being asked to consider what they are doing and why they are doing it.  Jesus does not expect an answer to this question.  They both know the answer.


c.  The implication of the question is this: ‘Are you pretending to care about Me and love Me as a friend with this hypocritical action, when the truth is you are delivering Me over to the Jewish authority for My certain death?’  Or another way to look at it is this: ‘Are you sending Me to My death, while pretending to love Me?’


d.  It should be remembered that the title “Son of Man” is the rhetorical equivalent of the first person personal pronoun “Me”: ‘Are you delivering over Me with a kiss?’


e.  Luke does not say directly that Judas ever kissed Jesus, but Matthew and Mark make it quite clear that Judas actually did.  Mt 26,49 and Mk 14:45, “Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, ‘Hail, Rabbi!’ and kissed Him.”  Matthew alone adds a follow-on statement by Jesus, Mt 26:50, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you have come for.’  Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.”

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful,” Prov 27:6.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus challenges the act of Judas openly and calls it betrayal, but it did not stop him.”


b.  “Jesus responds to Judas’s approach with a question ringing with irony. It is obvious that Jesus is referring to himself by the title ‘Son of Man,’ which heightens the offense, because it suggests the authority of the one betrayed (Plummer 1896: 512).  The title appeared in earlier predictions of Jesus’ suffering (Lk 9:44; 18:31–32; cf. Mt 26:45 = Mk 14:41; Jn 13:31).”


c.  “In the case of Judas, his kiss was the basest kind of hypocrisy and treachery.”


d.  “It is not surprising that Luke records Jesus interrupting Judas’s attempt to kiss Him.  Judas’s treachery is portrayed as a betrayal of intimacy.  Judas may be cast as a leader of this crowd and may have taken the initiative to greet Jesus, but it is Jesus who now acts to seize the initiative from Judas and those with him.  Even if we do not yet understand the nature of these unfolding events, Jesus does.  With prophetic insight, using language that echoes the earlier predictions of the suffering of the Son of Man, Jesus identifies Judas’s perfidious intention.”


e.  “A kiss was a sign of special affection among family members and close friends, or of a disciple’s honor and affection for his teacher.  Thus Judas’s betrayal kiss is a special act of hypocrisy.”


f.  “Despite the diabolical betrayal, Jesus reached out to Judas, much as He had done at the Last Supper.  Though Satan’s agent, Judas was still a lost soul, Jesus always cares about lost souls.  The question Jesus asked combined foreknowledge with an appeal for repentance: ‘Judas, how could you have chosen such a sign?  Could you not have employed another way?  Are you so dead, so beyond feeling, that you would use a kiss?’  As Alexander Maclaren put it, ‘Thus to the end Christ seeks to keep him from ruin, and with meek patience resents not indignity, but with majestic calmness sets before the miserable man the hideousness of his act.’  In the middle of the night that would devour Him, Jesus was not helplessly falling into the gears of history!”


g.  “By using the title ‘Son of Man’ Jesus is reminding Judas that it is the Messiah whom he is treating with this amazing form of treachery.”


h.  “Judas is asked to realize what he is doing in order to be terrified at his own act. Jn 18:4-9 brings out the truth that the kissing and betrayal of Judas amounted to nothing; for Jesus points Himself out to His captors, prevents any molestation of the eleven, and delivers Himself up.  It was thus not upon Judas’ kiss that the Jewish commander ordered men to step forward to take Jesus a prisoner.”
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