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

 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat: you may eat.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes the action of not yet taking place but expected to take place in the immediate future.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are going to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in clauses where the action is expected to take place at some undefined point in the future.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural present active subjunctive of the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun TRAPEZA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, translated “at My table.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, translated “in My kingdom.”

“in order that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit: you will sit.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the disciples) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural noun THRONOS, meaning “on thrones.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, cardinal adjective DWDEKA, and noun PHULĒ, meaning “the twelve tribes.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle of the verb KRINW, which means “to judge: judging.”


The present tense is a durative present, describing an action to takes place for a thousand years.


The active voice indicates that the disciples will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun ISRAĒL, meaning “of Israel.”

“and you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Lk 22:30 corrected translation
“in order that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Mt 19:28, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “And I confer on you, just as My Father has conferred on Me, a kingdom, in order that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”


b.  Jesus continues His statement by indicating the purpose for which He has conferred on the disciples a kingdom.  He has conferred on them a kingdom in order that they may have intimate fellowship with Him in His kingdom.  They will share the kingdom with Him.  Just as they now share the spiritual kingdom with Him, so they will share the physical, literal kingdom with Him.  And this kingdom will include the best celebration in the history of the world.


c.  To eat and drink with someone at their dinner table was the highest honor.  It pictured the greatest favor, trust, companionship, and friendship that could exist among people.  Jesus is indicating to the eleven disciples that they will have wonderful place of honor, rapport, fellowship and companionship with Him in His kingdom.  They will lack for nothing.


d.  We need not imagine that there is just one banquet and it is over in a day.  This party will continue for a thousand years—the entire millennial reign of Christ.  Believers will party with the Lord Jesus Christ and with each other.  The persecutions of the past will pale into insignificance in comparison with the joy and happiness of the celebration of our Lord’s victory over the forces of evil.  We can barely begin to imagine the best foods, wines, singing, dancing, laughter, and pure joy that this party will have.  And these eleven disciples will be right in the middle of the action with Jesus.  They will not miss out on any of the fun.  They will not be like the brother of the prodigal son.

2.  “and you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

a.  The Lord then adds to the celebrations of the millennium the wonderful job these men will have.  They will sit on thrones, which indicates the power and authority to function in rulership with Christ.  As rulers they have the conferred authority to render judgment over the Jews of the twelve tribes of Israel.


b.  Remember that the earth has to be repopulated with people after the events of the Tribulation, where the earth’s population is decimated and finally all unbelievers are removed from the earth by the baptism of fire.  There will be both Jewish and Gentile believers that survive the Tribulation and enter into the millennial kingdom of God.  That kingdom has to be repopulated.  All the Jews who survive the Tribulation and enter into the millennium as well as all those billions of Jews born during the millennium will be organized into their respective tribes again and be ruled by one of the disciples of the Lord.  Their rulership will be similar to a governor ruling twelve states in the nation of Israel.  Jesus will be the ‘President’ of Israel.


c.  Who rules the Gentiles in all the rest of the nations of the earth?  The Church is said to rule with Christ.  There will be need for an organized government over all the surviving Gentiles and those who repopulate the earth, who are not Jews.


d.  Therefore, these eleven disciples will have celebrations to attend and work to do.  They will not be idle, bored, restless, or lazy.  There will be much to do in evangelization, teaching, maintaining righteousness, settling disagreements, and maintaining the rule of law.  There will be no time for arguing about who is the greatest—Jesus is the greatest and beyond that ‘it doesn’t matter’.

Rev 19:9a, “Then he said to me, ‘Write: “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”’”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is not clear how literally this imagery is to be taken.  But there is the promise of honour for the loyal among these in the end.”


b.  “Jesus describes the eventual purpose and result of this appointment: the Eleven will have a place at the banquet table in Jesus’ kingdom.  This image pictures fellowship and acceptance in the future kingdom (Lk 12:35–37; 13:29; 14:15–24).  These men are appointed to a major role, not only in the near future in building what becomes the Church, but also in ruling and sharing in the consummation, which focuses on Israel.  The note about rule over Israel shows the extent of the Eleven’s authority, thus providing a continuity of leadership in the structure of God’s plan.  The ‘thrones’ imagery recalls Ps 122:4–5; Dan 7:9, and 1 Cor. 6:2.  The apostles, who are the foundation of the church, are those who will lead Israel.  This statement is significant, given its setting.  Jesus faces rejection by the nation’s ‘leadership,’ but the nation will continue to exist.  The disciples will have a continuing role under ‘new management,’ in an administration to be revealed in the future.  Though God’s plan for Israel might look derailed, it is not.  The Israelite focus in this remark shows that Israel has a future and recalls the remark about eating the Passover in the kingdom (Lk 22:15–16).  These Israelite touches should not be interpreted to refer exclusively to the Church.  These remarks look to the final wedding of events in God’s plan when promises to Israel are fully realized and when Jesus rules both heaven and earth.  In that day Jesus’ authority will be clearly visible in both spheres.  Promises made to Israel long ago will be fully carried out, such that God’s grace and word are shown to be fully true.  Jesus is indicating that the promise is a testimony to God’s faithfulness.  (Of course, the twelfth spot is filled in Acts 1:15–26 by Matthias. [Wrong; it was filled by Paul.  God the Holy Spirit played no part in the appointment of Matthias.  The spiritual gift of apostleship is given by the Holy Spirit, and no such thing happened in the case of Matthias.  Peter was trying to do the right thing, but it wasn’t his place to fill the vacancy.  That was God the Holy Spirit’s job.])”


c.  “Ultimately these disciples will have places of honor in the kingdom.  They will fellowship with Him, and sit on thrones judging Israel’s 12 tribes.”


d.  “It is here that we see the significance of Luke’s identification of Jesus’ followers at the table as ‘apostles,’ whose appointment is an anticipation of the restoration of Israel as God’s people and who, therefore, are commissioned to govern the renewed people of God.”


e.  “Jewish literature often portrayed the kingdom as a future time when Israel would partake of a banquet prepared for them; a standard Jewish expectation for that time was that the lost tribes of Israel would be restored.  Those who ‘judged’ Israel in the Old Testament ruled it.”


f.  “The disciples were supporting Jesus in His trials and therefore they would share in the Messianic feast and act as judges over the tribes of Israel in the kingdom of Jesus.  This probably is a way of expressing that the disciples will share in the rule of Jesus in His kingdom whereas the unbelieving people of Israel will be excluded from it.”


g.  “The disciples’ future kingdom authority would not be like the delusive authority of earthly kings who practice dominance and demand lordship.  Jesus’ followers’ rule would be like his rule—‘as one who serves’.”
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