John 1:1
Luke 22:26



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.  Next we have the negative adverb OUCH, meaning “not” plus the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner; thusly; or in this way.”
  The nominative subject ‘you’ without a verb, indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”  The literal expression ‘you [are] not in this way’ also begs for an infinitive of purpose, such as: “[to act] or [to behave] or [to treat one another].”

“However, you [are] not [to act] in this way,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and comparative adjective used as a superlative, meaning “the greatest.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”  Then we have the third person singular present middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is normally and reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the greatest of the disciples) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command, which requires the addition of the English auxiliary verb “must.”

This is followed by the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular comparative adjective NEOS, used as a superlative, meaning “the youngest.”

“but the greatest among you must become like the youngest,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb HĒGEOMAI, which means “the leading one: the leader.”  The participle is substantival.  Next we have the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve.”  The participle is substantival, meaning “the servant.”

“and the leader like the servant.”
Lk 22:26 corrected translation
“However, you [are] not [to act] in this way, but the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.”
Mt 20:26-27, “It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;”

Mk 10:43-44, “But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.”

Explanation:
1.  “However, you [are] not [to act] in this way,”

a.  Jesus continues His instructions to the disciples by contrasting how Gentile rulers and patrons deal with people under them and how the disciples are to deal with one another.


b.  The Lord makes a direct negative command regarding the behavior of the disciples/apostles—they are not to act like the Gentile rulers, who lord their authority over those they rule.


c.  No Christian leader has the right to abuse their authority and rule those under them with ‘an iron fist’.  Christian leaders are to set an example for those under them.  And as Jesus has mentioned before (Mt 20; Mk 10) this example consists of serving others.  The Christian leader serves others the word of God; he does not command and demand, ruling their every action in life.

2.  “but the greatest among you must become like the youngest,”

a.  Jesus further illustrates the contrast with Gentile kings and men of power and influence.  The greatest among the apostles/disciples must become like the youngest.  The youngest member of a family or social group was the servant of the rest of the group.  This is why Paul had to watch the coats of the others stoning Stephen.  He was the servant of that group, being only a student of Gamaliel and not yet a member of the Sanhedrin.


b.  Who was the youngest of the disciples at this moment?  Probably John.  And yet John and his brother James were the two who wanted the positions of greatest honor in the kingdom, being seated on each side of Jesus.  John wanted to jump ahead of everyone else even though the youngest of the group.


c.  The youngest was usually the new person to join the group.  For example who gets all the lousy jobs in the infantry squad?  The new recruit who just got assigned to the unit.


d.  So who actually became the greatest among the disciples?  Someone who was not even in the room, when Jesus said this.  The apostle Paul became the greatest among them and was permitted by the Holy Spirit to declare this as a permanent part of Scripture, 1 Cor 15:10, “However, because of the grace of God I am what I am.  In fact His grace in me was not without result.  But I worked even harder than all of them.  Yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”

3.  “and the leader like the servant.”

a.  Just to make sure the disciples get the point, the Lord adds a second illustration of what He means.  The leader of the apostles must become like their servant.  Jesus had just illustrated this by washing their feet, so they had a visual demonstration of what He was teaching and His very words instructing it.


b.  After the resurrection of Jesus and the subsequent start of the Church Age, it was Peter and John who came the leaders of the Church.  In fact, with the addition of James, Paul calls them the so-called pillars of the Church, Gal 2:9, “and having acknowledged the grace which had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, the ones who are recognized to be pillars, gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas, in order that we [might go] to the Gentiles but they to the circumcision.”


c.  The Christian leader doesn’t sit around giving orders and expecting others to obey his every command.  The Christian leader is a student of the word of God, being taught by the Holy Spirit, and then teaching what he learns to those who come to him for spiritual food.  He is a spiritual waiter, serving the finest spiritual meals that God the Holy Spirit has prepared for those who hunger and thirst after righteousness and truth.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “True greatness is in service, not in rank.”


b.  “Jesus now states the contrast: the apostles are not to lead as the world does, through the exercise of power.  Equality in Christ influences one’s style of leadership.  It is important to note that Jesus does not say there are to be no leaders; rather, He says that leaders are to serve.  Thus, the one who is ‘greater among them,’ that is, in a position of authority and leadership, is to be like the younger.  Leaders are not to be something they are not, but to lead without the pretense of being more than they are.  In this culture, the younger got the menial tasks and were the servants.  As leaders, the apostles are not to exploit their age and position, but continue to serve.  This provides a clear contrast to the description of the world’s exercise of power in the previous verse.  Luke [Jesus is speaking, not Luke] then restates the same idea in different terms: the one who rules is to act as the one who serves.  Church leadership is in view, though it is initially the apostles who are addressed; the point made ultimately applies to the full range of church leaders.  The commitment is not to power, but service.  The commitment is not to separate from those who are ruled, but to identify with them.  Elitism is not the Twelve’s call, but service and community among equals.  The contrast to the world’s definition of leadership could not be greater.”


c.  “True greatness means to be like Jesus, and that means being a servant to others.  A servant does not argue over who is the greatest, because he knows that he is the least, and he accepts this from the hand of God.  Since all Christians are to be servants, there is no reason for us to compete with one another for honors and recognition.”


d.  “Rather than wanting to be the greatest, His followers should each desire to be the one who serves.”


e.  “Jesus is not teaching that his followers cannot be rulers or benefactors, but that their manner of ruling and benefaction must be utterly transformed.  According to Jesus, disciples are, like God, to give without expectation of return.  The form of leadership appropriate to Jesus’ community, then, is one that is unconcerned with the accrual of status honor but itself reflects the humility of table servants and of those who occupy the bottom rung of social power and privilege, the young.”


f.  “In antiquity age often determined rank; the youngest had the least respect.  A slave was always powerless and without social status compared to the master (regardless of the position slaves had relative to peasants and others who were socially inferior to their masters).”


g.  “Alas men have often followed the pagan way of greatness in the church.  They thus lost the very thing they sought.  For the reverse of these statements of Jesus is also true.”
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