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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples.  

“And He said to them,”
 is the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun EPITHUMIA, meaning “with desire” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EPITHUMEW, which means “to desire.”  Literally this says “I have desired with desire,” which is a very Hebrew way of saying, “I have eagerly desired.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun, article and noun PASCHA, meaning “this Passover.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is going to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the thought of the main verb.

Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you” and referring to the disciples.

“‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you”
 is the preposition PRO plus the adverbial genitive of place/time, meaning “before” from the neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive of the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”  With this we have the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is going to produce the action.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in this Greek accusative-infinitive idiom.

“before I suffer;”
Lk 22:15 corrected translation
“And He said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;”
There is no Synoptic parallel to this verse.
Explanation:
1.  “And He said to them,”

a.  Luke continues the narration of the story of the last supper that Jesus had with His disciples.  This seems to be the first of many things He has to say to the disciples this evening.


b.  The group is in the upper room of some unknown house in the city of Jerusalem, celebrating the Passover meal.  The statement which follows seems to indicate this was said at the beginning of the meal.  It seems more appropriate at the beginning rather than at the end of the meal.

2.  “‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you”

a.  The Lord begins by expressing His innermost feelings about His disciples.  He eagerly desired to eat this Passover with them.  But why was He so eager to do so?


b.  There are many possibilities and all of them combine into one great desire:



(1)  The Lord was eager to bear the sins of the world and be judged for them because He loved God the Father and deeply desired to fulfill the Father’s will, plan and purpose for His Son’s first advent.



(2)  The Lord was eager to provide eternal salvation for all who believed in Him, and this dinner would send the betrayer of Jesus to his appointed task.



(3)  The Lord had many things to teach the disciples this evening and would do so by example and by His own instructions.



(4)  The Lord wanted to tell the disciples about the coming of the Holy Spirit and the new spiritual life they would possess and live.



(5)  The Lord had a great prayer to pray in their presence, which would be the greatest of all His prayers (Jn 17).



(6)  The Lord would institute a new ritual designed to remember His perfect person and work as the Lamb of God.



(7)  The Lord wanted His disciples to know ahead of time what was about to occur, so they would come to realize after His resurrection that they, like Him, would have eternal life through their faith in Him.


c.  This Passover represented the culmination of our Lord’s ministry in His first advent.  God’s plan of the ages to defeat Satan at the Cross was about to take place.  Some of the greatest events in history were about to take place, and Jesus was eager to affect the glorious victory over Satan, sin, and death in the next few days.  The plan was in motion and couldn’t be stopped by Satan and all the forces of Hell.  The victory would be the Lord’s and His disciples were going to share in that victory.  Jesus was eager to tell them about all this.

3.  “before I suffer;”

a.  But first the Cross must come before the crown.  Jesus announces that He will suffer.


b.  He has already told the disciples six months prior to this that He must go to Jerusalem and die.  He has repeated this warning to them along the way.  They have heard Him say this before, but the words just don’t seem to take hold of their souls.  They cannot reconcile Jesus being the Messiah and dying.  The Messiah is not supposed to die, but to deliver Israel from her enemies.  Jesus dying, just doesn’t make sense to them.

c.  This suffering is much more than dying.  Not only does it include being whipped almost to death, but being beaten until His face was no longer recognizable; being hung on a cross, so that He struggled for every breath for six hours; and the worst pain of all was having to bear the sins of the world in His body and being judged for them.  No human physical pain could come close to the agony of being separated from the Father for three hours and being judged by Him.  There are no human words to describe it.


d.  As He reminded the disciples that He must suffer, we can be certain that this phrase struck hard at the emotions of those in that room who loved Jesus.  But one disciple said to himself, “Good!”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus expresses His pleasure at celebrating the Passover meal with the Twelve.  Just as Jerusalem’s fall pictures the end, so the Passover parallels Jesus’ death.  Part of the reason Jesus desires to have this meal is that it is a pledge to have another meal later (1 Cor 11:26; Lk 22:18).  Jesus expresses his desire to eat with them, using a Semitism (‘with desire I have desired’) that reflects how the Hebrew infinitive absolute is rendered in the LXX.  This verse makes it clear that Luke sees a Passover lamb present.  In fact, the stress on eating shows that the point is the content of the meal and its significance.  This was a moment of significant fellowship, centering on God’s original act of salvation.  One can only imagine what Jesus felt during this meal that portrayed the nation’s founding and the ‘passing over’ of Israel’s firstborn, while He prepared to offer Himself on behalf of others.  Those who had been at His side during His ministry and who were now at the table represented many others for whom Jesus would die.  The meal depicts a transition from the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry to the start of His saving work.  Jn 13:1 expresses the emotion of this moment by saying that Jesus loved them to the end.”


b.  “Passover commemorated the Exodus of Israel from Egypt centuries before, but He would accomplish a greater ‘exodus’ on the cross.  He would purchase redemption from sin for a world of lost sinners.”


c.  “Introducing the meal, Jesus speaks passionately of the fundamental transition He is about to experience in His career.  His deep desire to share this Passover is motivated by His recognition of this impending change, denoted by His suffering.”


d.  “Jesus’ opening words tell us He had been longing for this event with deep passion, and Jn 13:1 explains that this was because He loved His disciples absolutely, as well as His own (which probably includes true believers throughout the Church Age).  Probably the clearest illustration to explain our Lord’s passionate longing for this moment is the biblical metaphor to the Church as His bride.  In His divine omniscience He knew that Israel’s sin nature would inexorably lead to this moment when He would need to establish a spiritual nation, the Church—His bride.  So with passionate longing He anticipated her birth which was about to take place.   His pure love craves a bride whom He can love and who will reciprocate His love; with the deepest passion He had longed for this moment.  With the Church born, He and she could be about His Father’s business in joyful and satisfying partnership—the business of extending and enhancing God’s Kingdom on earth by glorifying God.  His love includes Judas and thus shows the fullness and magnanimity of His love for all men.  Lk 22:15 indicates that Jesus harbored a deep longing to inaugurate the Church; His reason was doubtless so that it could set about its work of glorifying the Father.”


e.  “Jesus had an intense longing for this special time alone with His disciples at the eating of His last Passover meal.  This is also why He had taken such elaborate preparations to insure that the meal be undisturbed.  He was eager to teach them from that meal the most wonderful truths ever revealed.  That meal would be transformed forever.  Its celebration would become an acted parable of His life and death.  Jesus would recoil at the reality of the cross but not from this!”


f.  “At the beginning of the actual Passover meal Jesus told His disciples how strongly He had desired to eat this His final passover with them.  The nearer the hour of suffering and death came for Jesus, the more He longed for it to come in order that the great work might be done and redemption by actually wrought.”
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