John 1:1
Luke 22:14



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place or come.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the hour/time) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HWRA, which means “the hour; the time.”

“And when the hour had come,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANAPIPTW, which means “to recline (at a dining table for a meal).”

“He reclined at the table,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “the apostles.”  Finally, we have the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him.”

“and the apostles with Him.”
Lk 22:14 corrected translation
“And when the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him.”
Mt 26:20, “Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve disciples.”

Mk 14:17-18a, “When it was evening He came with the twelve.  As they were reclining at the table and eating…”

Explanation:
1.  “And when the hour had come,”

a.  Luke continues the narrative of the last supper, moving the action to the upper room in the middle of dinner.  Mark and Matthew tell us that it was evening, which means it was after 6 p.m.


b.  The hour or ‘time’ had arrived for the celebration of this Passover meal.  At some time prior to this Jesus and the twelve had departed from the city and gone back to Jesus’ resting place in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives.  We know this from verse 10, where Jesus said to Peter and John “after you enter the city,” which indicates these instructions were given outside the city.  At the right time in late afternoon or early evening He and the ten disciples went directly from the Mount of Olives to the upper room in the house in the city.

2.  “He reclined at the table,”

a.  This phrase tells us the simple purpose of the action at this point in time.  Jesus is reclining at the dinner table (the actual word ‘table’ is used in verse 21).  The normal posture for eating a meal was to recline (lay down) on one’s left side, so the right hand was free to eat with.  The feet were extended away from the table on which the food was served.  The head was next to the table where the food was served.  People typically rest on their left side.  We sit at the dinner table, but they reclined on couches or cushions.


b.  The Passover meal began with a relaxed atmosphere and Luke puts us right in the middle of the action, skipping over the washing of the disciples’ feet and other details mentioned by the other Synoptic writers.

3.  “and the apostles with Him.”

a.  In addition to the Lord Jesus, Luke makes a point of noting that the apostles were with Jesus.  This includes all twelve of the apostles/disciples mentioned earlier in this book.


b.  The implied point not to be missed here is that Judas was still considered part of the group even though he had already begun the process of betraying Jesus.  Jesus never rejected him, ostracized him, or brought public shame on him, but treated him with complete and total unconditional love to the very last moment.  Jesus was not willing that any should perish, not even Judas.


c.  Judas would act out the same betrayal of Jesus in time that Satan acted out prior to human history.  The drama of the fall of Satan is played out for all to see in the actions of Judas.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke gives the meal’s setting and notes that when the hour came, Jesus reclined, as was common at important meals.  Reclining reflects the posture of ‘free people’ and had replaced the command to stand in readiness for departure on the exodus (Ex 12:11).  It was the evening hour appropriate to the Passover meal.  Most meals were eaten in the late afternoon.  Luke uses the more authoritative title ‘apostles’ rather than referring to the Twelve (as do the other Synoptics).”
  The reason for Luke’s change to the word ‘apostles’ is because their apostolic authority was now well known by Luke’s Gentile audience.


b.  “The disciples did not know what to expect as they met in the Upper Room, but it turned out to be an evening of painful revelation.  Jesus, the Host of the supper, met them with the traditional kiss of peace (He kissed Judas!), and then the men reclined around the table, Judas at our Lord’s left and John at His right (Jn 13:23).”
  Judas was seated in one of the two places of honor.

c.  “Luke has Jesus recline at the table.  More generally, this suggests a festive occasion, a symposium, where issues of status are symbolized in where one is positioned around the tables.  As the head of this gathering, Jesus would presumably have taken His place at the head table (with the tables configured roughly in the form of a horseshoe); the relative honor attributed to his table companions by their placement around the tables will surface as an item of controversy in verse 24.”


d.  “The Passover was to be eaten at night.  April’s sundown in Jerusalem came by 6 p.m., so the meal should have started then.  Table fellowship was intimate at the feast; one or two families normally shared the meal, but here Jesus and His closest disciples make up the family unit.  One ‘sat’ for most meals but ‘reclined’ for feasts, like Passover.”


e.  “The normal procedure at the Passover meal was to have an opening prayer which was followed by the first of four cups of wine and a dish of herbs and sauce.  Then the story of the institution of the Passover was recited, Ps 113 was sung and the second cup of wine was drunk.  After a grace the main course of roast lamb with unleavened bread and bitter herbs was eaten, and after a further prayer the third cup of wine was drunk.  Ps 114–118 were then sung, and the fourth cup of wine was drunk.”


f.  “As Peter and John sat waiting in the candlelight, extra hungry because of the aroma of the roasting lamb, the party arrived resplendent in white and took their places on the triclinium, the three couches arranged in a horseshoe around the table.  The time had come.  This was the hour—a critical moment in salvation history when Jesus would reveal His heart.”
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