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

 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to depart; to go away.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after departing.”

Next we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find: they found.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the direct object, which English grammar requires we supply.  The word “[everything]” works well here, referring to the man carrying the jar, the house with a well-furnished upper room, etc.  Next we have the conjunction of comparison KATHWS, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the third person singular pluperfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He had said.”


The pluperfect is a consummative pluperfect, which emphasizes the past action and uses the English auxiliary verb “had” in the translation to emphasize that past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus had produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to Peter and John. 

“Then, after departing, they found [everything] just as He had said to them;”
 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and so.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to prepare.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PASCHA, which means “the Passover.”

“and so they prepared the Passover.”
Lk 22:13 corrected translation
“Then, after departing, they found [everything] just as He had said to them; and so they prepared the Passover.”
Mk 14:16, “The disciples went out and came to the city, and found it just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover.”

Explanation:
1.  “Then, after departing, they found [everything] just as He had said to them;”

a.  Luke continues the narration of the story by describing what the disciples did after Jesus finished telling them what to do.  They departed from Jesus (and the rest of the disciples) and found everything/all just as Jesus had spoken to them.


b.  The object “everything” or “all” is not stated in the Greek, but clearly implied.  It refers to the man carrying the pitcher of water; that same man walking into a two story house; meeting the master of the house; being shown a large, furnished upper room; and almost all the things and help they would need to fulfill Jesus’ wishes.


c.  Some people are astounded by the fact that Jesus knew all this and how smoothly and completely it all came together, as if everything was a product of divine, miraculous intervention.  Others believe that Jesus simply asked for help from another one of the many unnamed and unknown people who believed in Him and were willing to do whatever they could to support Him.  There is probably a little bit of both going on here.  God the Father certainly wanted this last supper to happen according to His will, plan, and desire for His Son; and the Lord Jesus was certainly wise enough to do some pre-planning coordination to ensure the celebration went as He intended.


d.  The important thing to remember here is that the will of God the Father and the will of the Son of Man came together to ensure the success of one of the most significant events in human history, which has been celebrated millions of times since its inception as a memorial to the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “and so they prepared the Passover.”

a.  As a consequence of finding everything just as Jesus had told them, Peter and John went about the business of doing what needed to be done to celebrate this Passover meal.


b.  They purchased a lamb, had it sacrificed at the temple, and made arrangements to have it cooked and ready for the evening meal (the next day after 6.p.m.).  Then they went to the marketplace and bought the unleavened bread, wine, bitter herbs and other ingredients for the meal.  After returning to the house, they made sure it had been swept clean of any leaven (probably already done by one of the servants of the master of the house), arranged the furnishings in the typical U shaped positioning of seating.  Then they would have had fresh water and towels brought in the room for the ritual cleaning of hands/feet.  They probably borrowed plates, drinking cups and lamps from the owner and arranged those on the table.


c.  When everything was finished they probably waited for the arrival of Jesus and the other ten disciples.  There was no need for them to return to Jesus, since He already knew exactly where they were and would not come there until after sundown (6 p.m.), so as not to draw suspicion, and to make it more difficult for Judas to know exactly where this house was in the city.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Events show that Jesus is in control.  The two disciples go out and find that things happen just as Jesus had said.  They successfully find the man and the room, and so they set about preparing the Passover.  All is ready for the meal that Jesus desires to have with His disciples.  Everything seems to be going smoothly, but with this meal will come betrayal.”


b.  “The owner of the house must have been a believer in Jesus, for he let the disciples make preparations for the meal at his house.”


c.  “Working in concert with the divine necessity of the timetable governing the sacrifice of the Passover lambs is Jesus’ own initiative in the preparation of the Passover meal.  Jesus is Himself an active agent in the events beginning to unfold.  He is no helpless victim but actually sets into motion a chain of events.  Jesus demonstrates flawless foresight; Luke highlights Jesus’ prophetic status, noting that His disciples ‘found it/everything as he had told them.’”


d.  “Scripture presents a picture of Jesus absolutely aware of all circumstances just prior to His death, as well as a picture of Him in full control of all these circumstances.”


e.  “Jesus’ two most trusted disciples hurried off to purchase a lamb and all the trimmings for the feast, then stand in one of the three great sacrificial shifts at the temple, bear the lamb back to the house, present the skin to the owner, put the lamb roast on, with the falling dark light the candles, and wait for Jesus and the others.  From the onset of this near-final event we see that Jesus was in control of his destiny.  He was not caught like a rag doll on the relentless gears of history. He was not done in by a satanic plot.  Jesus would accomplish everything he set out to do—and on His own schedule.”
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