John 1:1
Luke 21:9


 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear of; to hear about.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples (believers) produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a temporal subjunctive, used in temporal clauses begun with words like HOTAN.
Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun POLEMOS, meaning “wars” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun AKATASTASIA, meaning “an unsettled state of affairs,  2 Cor 6:5 a mob action;  opposition to established authority: disorder, unruliness  Jam 3:16; 1 Cor 14:33; 2 Cor 12:20; insurrections Lk 21:9.”
  The idea here is revolutions, revolts, and riots.
“However, when you hear of wars and insurrections,”
 is the negative adverb MĒ plus the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PTOEW, which means “to be terrified; alarmed, or frightened.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that believers are expected to not produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition.

“do not be terrified;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, which means “to be necessary; one must.”

The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that wars and revolutions produce the state of being necessary.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the accusative neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” functions as the subject of the aorist deponent middle infinitive of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to take place, to happen, to occur, or to come to pass.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (these things) producing the action. 


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive after DEI and functions as the direct object of main verb.  It is translated by the word “that.”
Next we have the ordinal adverb PRWTOS, meaning “first.”

“for it is necessary that these things take place first,”
 is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”  Then we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the adverb of time EUTHEWS, meaning “immediately.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, meaning “the end.”  This predicate nominative without a main verb indicates the deliberate omission (ellipsis) of the verb EIMI, meaning “[this is].”
“but [this is] not immediately the end.’”
Lk 21:9 corrected translation
“However, when you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for it is necessary that these things take place first, but [this is] not immediately the end.’”
Mk 13:7, “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end.”
Mt 24:6, “You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars.  See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, when you hear of wars and insurrections,”

a.  The disciples (and other believers) are to beware of those who would mislead them.  However, there are other dangers to which they also must not succumb.  These other dangers are real wars being fought in other places or occurring near where they are living.  And these other dangers include revolutions, insurrections, uprising, rioting, mob violence, etc.  In other words believers will hear news of wars and revolutions, violence and killing occurring in other places with the danger of it spreading to where they are at.  Jesus is not suggesting that the believers are already involved in this fighting, because at this point they are only hearing about what is happening elsewhere.

b.  It is critical to remember here that Jesus is talking to His select disciples about the end of the Jewish Age, that is, the last seven years of the Tribulation before His second advent.  This warning is applicable indirectly to us in the Church Age.  It is good advice that we should heed.  The disciples would eventually hear about the beginning of the Jewish revolt against Rome in 66 A.D. and this revolt would explode into all-out war against Rome for the next four years in Israel.  When this occurs Peter was arrested and taken to Rome, John was in or near Ephesus, James had already been martyred in 44 A.D. (Acts 12:2), Andrew’s location is unknown (the Church historian Eusebius says he ministered in Scythia [north of the Black Sea] and when he died is unknown.  So some of these four disciples Jesus is addressing would see this prophecy fulfilled in their lifetime, but the major fulfillment comes in the Tribulation.
2.  “do not be terrified;”

a.  The important thing for all believers to do in the face of impending war or revolution is not become terrified.

b.  We can’t think when terrified.  We can’t make good decisions when we can’t think.  Terror is preoccupation with one’s immediate survival.  We think we are going to die at any moment.  Jesus is telling us not to be afraid.

c.  We are given commands in Scripture to stop being afraid, not become afraid, not fear, and not be terrified.  All these commands are applicable to the disciples then, to us now, and to believers in the future.  This is especially true for the believers of the Tribulation, especially because so many will be martyred by the other unbelievers acting on behalf of Satan and the Antichrist.


(1)  Isa 41:10a, “Fear not, for I am with you;”


(2)  Lk 12:4, “However I say to you, My friends, don’t ever be afraid of those who kill the body and after these things not having [the power] to do anything more.”


(3)  Lk 12:7, “Therefore, even all the hairs of your head have been counted.  Stop being afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”


(4)  Acts 18:9-10a, “Then the Lord said to Paul during the night by a vision, ‘Stop being afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t ever be silent; for I am with you, and no one will attack you in order to harm you.”


(5)  Heb 13:6, “so that confidently we say, ‘The Lord [is] my helper; I will not be afraid of what man will do to me.’”


(6)  1 Pet 3:14, “But even if you may suffer because of virtue, [you are] happy. ‘And don’t even begin to be afraid of their fear, nor be disturbed.’”

3.  “for it is necessary that these things take place first,”

a.  The Lord then explains why the disciples and future Jewish believers need not be afraid of future wars and revolutions.  These wars and revolutions must take place.  They are a part of God’s permissive will and plan for the end of the Jewish Age and the destruction of all unbelievers prior to the inauguration of the kingdom of God.

b.  Satan must be allowed to conduct his revolt against God.  The nations of the earth must be allowed to gather against Israel for the final great battle of human history.  The kings of the earth must come from the four corners of the earth in an attempt to annihilate Israel.  The Lord will permit the Antichrist to rise to power through revolution and destroy other nations in his rise to power.  Satan will be permitted to use every type of violence he can in an attempt to wipe out the human race from the earth.

c.  All these things are described in detail in the book of Revelation, which would be revealed to John sixty years from when Jesus said these words.

d.  God has a plan, a timetable, and is in perfect control of history.  Satan’s revolt against God must run its course and be played out in full.  It is necessary that Jerusalem must fall to the Romans and the temple be destroyed.  It is also necessary that in the future the armies of the world will come against Israel to attempt the final great holocaust of history.  All these things must occur before the second advent of Christ.
4.  “but [this is] not immediately the end.’”

a.  The revolution(s) created by the Antichrist in his rise to power take place in the first half of the seven year Tribulation before the second advent of Jesus.  The war involving the kings of the North, South, East, and West takes place during the last half of the Tribulation.  The last seven years of the Jewish Age are filled with wars and rumors of wars, revolts, revolutions, gang violence, and mass criminal activities on a world-wide basis.  These things will go on for the entire time after the resurrection of the Church and before the second advent of Jesus.

b.  The phrase “the end” refers to the end of the Jewish Age.  It cannot refer to the end of the Church Age, since the Church Age was still mystery doctrine and unknown to the disciples until the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost.  The “end” does not refer to the end of the world, since the Lord has to rule for another thousand years after His return to earth at the Second Advent.  The end of the Temple in Jerusalem is not the end of the Jewish Age, and Jesus will explain why as His teaching continues in the next verses.
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus adds social and civil turmoil to the list of events that precede the end: when disciples hear of wars and chaos, they are still not to be alarmed.  The term toeō describes a deep sense of terror or emotional distress.  The disciples are not to be disturbed or surprised by such world events.  The end, with all its terror of judgment, is not yet near, so they need not fear. The world will be in great chaos, as many disturbances are present in this period.  Jesus says that there is a necessity to these events.  They “must” come first.  There may be chaos, but God is not surprised.  There may be chaos, but the end is not near.  Jesus says that even with these events present, the end does not follow immediately.  The association of war with the end would be natural, since it is a period of judgment and the prophets promised such calamity.  All of these events—even the temple’s fall—are part of God’s movement to consummation.  They are part of God’s plan, since one event guarantees the other.  What begins as mere uprisings becomes something much greater at the return [of Christ].”


b.  “During the first half of the Tribulation, these events will multiply and intensify. Mt 24:1–14 lists them in detail, and if you compare Revelation 6, you will see the parallel:
Events


Matthew

Revelation

False Christs

24:4-5


6:1-2

Wars


24:6


6:3-4

Famines

24:7a


6:5-6

Death


24:7b-8

6:7-8
Martyrs

24:9


6:9-11

World-wide chaos
24:10-13

6:12-17


c.  “Jesus’ explicit denial that the end time would come immediately after the fall of Jerusalem is an important interpretive move on His part.”


d.  “Ancient prophecy teachers usually listed these events among the signs of the end; the end was often portrayed as preceded by great sufferings or a final war. Jesus says that instead these events characterize normal life until the end.”


e.  “The three decades between the crucifixion and the destruction of Jerusalem were fraught with turmoil.  There were turbulent struggles between proponents of the rival Hellenistic and Judaic cultures, there were constant intrigues over the Roman emperorship, there were violent intrigues over the high-priesthood, there was war between Judea and Samaria in ad 51, and the Jewish zealots warred against the Hellenists and the Romans in ad 54.  Then, there was ever escalating antagonism between the Jews and Romans during the governorship of the seven Roman procuratorships over Judea between ad 44 and 66, finally culminating in the Jews openly rebelling and starting the Jewish war against Rome, the war which resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem.  History confirms that there were civil wars and commotions, and that these troubles continued for quite a while before the end, just as Jesus said in verse 9, ‘but the end is not immediate.’”
  Mills assumes that none of this prophecy has a far fulfillment to the Tribulation.

f.  “The disciples are not to expect the end immediately, and they are not to think that the coming of the end can be predicted.  Even the destruction of the temple does not mean that the end is at hand.”
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