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
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, used as a third person singular personal pronoun “He,” referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the second person plural present active imperative of the verb BLEPW, which means “to watch; to see; but as an imperative warning, it means “to look out; to beware; to watch out.”

The present tense is a durative present, which emphasizes a continuing present action throughout one’s life.


The active voice indicates that the disciples (and us) are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLANAW, which means “to be led astray; to be misled; to be deceived.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the disciple might receive the action.


The subjunctive is a subjunctive of purpose, which is introduced by the word “that” in the purpose clause. 

“Then He said, ‘Beware that you are not misled;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Then we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘many’) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of association from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on the basis of My name” or “in My name.”  This idiom is found in: Acts 2:38; 4:17-18; 5:40; Mt 18:5; 24:5; Mk 9:37, 39; 13:6; Lk 9:48; 21:8; 24:47; Acts 5:28. 24:47.”

“for many will come in My name,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present of what will happen at that time in the future.


The active voice indicates that many will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: I am.”  Note that there is no direct object “He” in the Greek.

The present tense is a static/aoristic present for an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that many will produce the action of claiming that they are “I am.”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS, meaning “the time.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to be near; to draw near; to come near; or to approach.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being resulting from a past action.

The active voice indicates that the time produces the state of being near.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“saying, “I am,” and, “The time is near.””
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist deponent passive subjunctive from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the disciples producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition: “Do not go.”
Finally, we have the preposition OPISW plus the adverbial genitive of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “after them.”

“Do not go after them.”
Lk 21:8 corrected translation
“Then He said, ‘Beware that you are not misled; for many will come in My name, saying, “I am,” and, “The time is near.”  Do not go after them.”
Mt 24:4-5, “And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘See to it that no one misleads you.  For many will come in My name, saying, “I am the Christ,” and will mislead many.”

Mk 13:5-6, “And Jesus began to say to them, ‘See to it that no one misleads you.  Many will come in My name, saying, “I am He!” and will mislead many.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He said, ‘Beware that you are not misled;”

a.  Luke continues the story with the words of Jesus, which we now call the “Olivet Discourse,” because this teaching was given on the Mount of Olives overlooking the city of Jerusalem and foretelling the future of Israel and their Messiah.  Jesus is speaking and four of His disciples are listening (Peter, James, John, and Andrew).

b.  The Lord begins with a warning to His trusted inner circle of friends.  He warns them to be very careful and watch out for others attempting to mislead them.  Like all prophecy this has a near and far fulfillment.  The near fulfillment will come within their own lives in the future.  The far fulfillment will come for the Jewish believers of the Tribulation.  The object “you” not only refers to these men personally during their ministries on earth, but to the Jewish leaders, evangelists, and followers of Jesus in the future, especially during the last three and a half years of the Tribulation prior to the second advent of Jesus.

c.  Those doing the misleading will be false teachers, such as the False Prophet of Israel during the Tribulation, who will lead the unbelievers of Israel astray into following the Antichrist.  During the next forty years after Jesus speaks these words there will be false teachers and false prophets as mentioned in the epistles of Paul, Peter, James and John.


(1)  Acts 13:6, “Now after going through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a certain man, a magician, a Jewish false prophet, whose name was Bar-Jesus,”


(2)  Rom 16:18, “For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”


(3)  Gal 2:4, “But because of the secretly brought in false brethren, who snuck in to spy upon our freedom which we have in Christ Jesus, in order that they might enslave us,”



(4)  Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”



(5)  1 Tim 6:20-21, “O Timothy, guard and protect the deposit [of doctrine entrusted to you], by avoiding pointless empty-talk and opposition against falsely-called ‘knowledge’ [Gnosticism], on the basis of which certain ones [false-teachers], claiming to be experts, have deviated with regard to doctrine.”


(6)  2 Tim 3:8, “Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [degenerate false teachers] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”



(7)  2 Tim 4:3, “For there will be a time when they [believers] will not endure [put up with, tolerate] correct teaching, but according to their own desires they will accumulate to themselves [false] teachers, because of itching ears [hearing only what they want to hear].”



(8)  2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”


(9)  2 Pet 2:12, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”



(10)  2 Pet 2:17-18, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.  For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”



(11)  1 Jn 2:27, “Furthermore, as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him continues to reside in you and you do not have need that anyone [false teachers and degenerate fellow-believers] teach you, but as His anointing teaches you about all things [of the spiritual life],”



(12)  1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.”



(13)  Jam 1:16, “Stop being deceived, my beloved brethren.”



(14)  Rev 19:20, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”
2.  “for many will come in My name,”

a.  One of the main characteristics of false-teachers and false-prophets is their claim to be Christians.  They say they are followers of Christ, but are not.

b.  The clearest example of this is the Antichrist himself, who will come claiming to be Christ returned to earth as a man.  There will be many false-Christs who come before the real return of Jesus at His second advent and will claim to be Him, though they are not.  Jesus will make this point again in this discourse, “And then if anyone says to you, “Behold, here is the Christ”; or, “Behold, He is there”; do not believe him; for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the elect,” verses 21-22.

c.  Note the future nature of these comings.  They will occur in the lifetime of the apostles and during the last seven years of the Age of Israel, that is, the Tribulation.

d.  What is the application of this statement to us today?  There are many so-called Christian leaders, but we must be careful, because all are not Christian and all are not leaders.
3.  “saying, “I am,” and, “The time is near.””

a.  These men who come in the name of Jesus will claim to be “I am” the well-known name of God announced to Moses at the burning bush.  When Moses asked the Lord what His name was, the Lord said that His name was “I am” the sacred tetragrammaton JHWH in the Hebrew, which is pronounced Jehovah, but never pronounced by the Jews.  Notice that the Greek simply says  meaning “I” (the first person personal pronoun EGW, and EIMI, the first person singular present active indicative of the verb, meaning “to be: am.”  Many false-Messiahs will come claiming to be “I am” or God incarnate.

b.  In addition to claiming the name of God, these false-Messiahs will also claim that the time for the return of the Messiah is now.  They will say that the time is right for the return of the Messiah.  The phrase “the time is near” refers to the time of the Messiah being right now, imminent, or about to happen.  In effect, this is saying that the establishment of the kingdom is about to take place, which is the long hope of Israel, and the very false-teaching that will deceive so many as lead them astray.  The Jews have waited centuries, even millennia for the time of the kingdom to be near.  The announcement of this fulfillment is the very thing they most desire to hear and believe, which will be the major teaching of these false-Messiahs.

c.  The two major things that identify a false-Messiah is that will claim to be God and they will claim that the time for the establishment of the kingdom is now.
4.  “Do not go after them.”

a.  Jesus then issues a dogmatic command not to believe them or follow them.  People don’t follow what they don’t believe.  So the major protection against false teachers, false prophets and false Messiahs is to not believe anything they say.  If you don’t believe them, you will not follow them.

b.  ‘Going after’ a false teacher or false Messiah means listening to their propaganda and believing it.  History is replete with examples of this mistake: the Chinese followed Mao, the Russians followed Lenin and Stalin, the Germans followed Hitler, the Italians followed Mussolini, and so it continues.


c.  The Antichrist will be the leader of a ten nation confederation, and the whole world will go after him during the Tribulation.  The Jews in Israel will follow the False Prophet and go after him during the Tribulation.

d.  The application for believers during the Church Age is to beware of false teachers and not go after them.  What Jesus expects of us is taught in 1 Jn 4:1-3, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.  By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and in fact now he is already in the world.”
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke starts with events that precede the end-time.  Jesus elsewhere indicates what will accompany the return (its signs will be unmistakable; Lk 17:20–37; 21:25–28).  But in describing the events that lead to the city’s fall, Jesus first notes what will not signal the end: it will not be indicated by people who claim that they are the Christ or who claim that the time is near.  ‘The time’ is an allusion to the future end and refers to a significant period in God’s plan (a special time, a period of Gentile rule Lk 21:24; Rev 1:3; 22:10; Dan 7:22).  Jesus tells His disciples not to be deceived by such claims.  This statement denying the time’s nearness does not contradict earlier statements in Mk 1:15 or Lk 12:56 that the time is near.  The claim of messianic pretenders should not lead the disciples astray.  Jesus tells the disciples to not be misled about what God is doing.  Do not follow after those who make such claims.  Discernment will be needed by disciples not to be drawn into false future claims made in Jesus’ name, for these claims will have nothing to do with God’s plan.  This remark shows that Jesus assumed an interval between His departure and His return.  In fact, the interval is long enough that some could be deceived; for example, many such false prophets came in the first century (according to Josephus, Antiquities), some in association with Jerusalem’s destruction (Josephus, Jewish War).  It may also represent Luke’s making clear by his citation that the disciples have nothing to do with any emerging messianic movements of his time.”


b.  “The characteristics Jesus stated can be seen in every age of the church, for from the beginning there have been counterfeit messiahs.  This will increase and intensify as the time of Jesus’ coming draws near.  There will be religious delusion , and even God’s people will be in danger of being deceived.  Satan is a counterfeiter who for centuries has led people astray by deceiving their minds and blinding their hearts.  Israel was often seduced into sin by false prophets, and the church has had its share of false teachers (2 Pet 2).  Most people are naturally concerned about the future, especially when world events are threatening; therefore, religious racketeers can prey on them and take advantage of them.  In every age, there are those who either claim to be the Christ or claim to know when He will return.  ‘Be not deceived!’ is our Lord’s admonition, and we must take it to heart.  The only sure way to keep our balance in a deceptive world is to know the Scriptures and obey what God tells us to do.”


c.  “False messiahs were common and drew significant Jewish followings in Palestine as late as Bar Kochba, whom Rabbi Akiba hailed as the Messiah after a.d. 130.”


d.  “Jesus first described the general political conditions which would prevail at the time of the temple’s destruction.  First, many would falsely hold themselves out to be the savior of the nation.  Indeed, history tells us this was the case prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in ad 70, for Josephus says the land was filled with antichrists and fanatics just after Nero’s accession in 54 A.D.  Here are some examples drawn from history of this flood of antichrists who presented themselves before the fall of Jerusalem, as well as some general evidence of the widespread interest in false christs.



(1)  Theudas, a prophet, tried to part the Jordan miraculously in order to lead his followers to Jerusalem in an insurrection against Rome in ad 45.



(2)  Two sons of Judas the Galilean, the pioneer zealot, were crucified c.ad 47 (Acts 5:37 confirms the existence of the father).


(3)  The emperor Claudius banished all Jews from Rome in ad 50 because their ongoing strife over the Messiah as virulent enough to be disruptive to the capital (Acts 18:2).


(4)  Eleazar Dinaei, the leader of the zealots was imprisoned c.ad 56.


(5)  ‘The Egyptian’ came out of the desert c.ad 55, camped on the Mount of Olives, and sought to take Jerusalem (Acts 21:38 refers to this incident).

Certainly, history confirms that the prophecy of v. 8 was literally fulfilled before the fall of Jerusalem. Yes, there were many who came saying, ‘I am He; the time has drawn near.’


e.  “The disciples are not to expect the end immediately, and they are not to think that the coming of the end can be predicted.  Even the destruction of the temple does not mean that the end is at hand.  So the disciples should not be misled by people who falsely claim to be the Messiah and imitate the teaching of Jesus that the time is near.”
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