John 1:1
Luke 21:6


 is the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “With reference to these things” or “Regarding these things.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which things.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb THEWREW, which means “to look at.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now in the process of occurring.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“‘Regarding these things which you are looking at,”
 is the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘the days’) producing the action of coming.

The indicative mood is declarative for s simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, which means “the days.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time or sphere from the feminine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “during which” or “in which.”  Then we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be left.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the subject will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for s simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun LITHOS, meaning “a stone.”  Next we have the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun LITHOS, meaning “on a stone.”

“the days will come in which a stone will not be left on a stone,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which,” followed by the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb KATALUW, which means “to be torn down.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the stones will receive the action of being torn down.


The indicative mood is declarative for s simple statement of fact.

“which will not be torn down.’”
Lk 21:6 corrected translation
“‘Regarding these things which you are looking at, the days will come in which a stone will not be left on a stone, which will not be torn down.’”
Mk 13:2, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.’”
Mt 24:2, “And He said to them, ‘Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down.’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Regarding these things which you are looking at,”

a.  Jesus continues His explanation and teaching of the disciples as they are leaving the temple area and headed back to Bethany for the evening.  The phrase “these things” refers back to the great white stones overlaid with gold and the magnificent decorations of gold, silver, and precious stones.

b.  Jesus points out that the disciples keep on staring and gawking at these beautiful objects with admiration and wonder.  They have the wrong focus.  Their attention is on the wrong thing.  They are ignoring the principle of Scripture that will later be written: “let us run with endurance the race which is set before us by fixing our eyes on Jesus,” Heb 12:1b-2a.

c.  When we take our eyes off Jesus, we focus our attention on self, others, or things, all of which get us in trouble and out of fellowship with God.  The disciples had stopped focusing on what Jesus had just taught them about monetary giving and were already preoccupied with the wealth of the temple.  They weren’t thinking about what God wanted them to think about, but were distracted by their own preoccupation with the things of this world.
2.  “the days will come in which a stone will not be left on a stone,”

a.  Jesus then makes a prediction about something that will take place in the near future.  This is a prophecy, which will have a near and far fulfillment.  The near fulfillment will come in August of 70 A.D., when the armies of Rome will destroy the temple in Jerusalem and not a stone will be left on a stone.  The far fulfillment will come in the siege of Jerusalem just prior to the second advent of Christ at the end of the seven year period of the Great Tribulation.  At that time the armies of the Antichrist and False Prophet will destroy the rebuilt temple.

b.  Jesus spoke these words in 30 A.D., which gave the Jews a grace period of forty years before the fulfillment of this prophecy of divine disciple.  After the resurrection of the Church, the Jews will have seven years notice before the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in the final battle of human history.  In both cases the temple is destroyed completely, so that there is nothing left to admire and ogle.  
3.  “which will not be torn down.’”

a.  Every stone sitting on top of another stone will be torn down.  There will not be two stones standing on top of each other.  This is a picture of total destruction of the building.

b.  Not mentioned here, but told by the Jewish general and historian Josephus is the plunder of the gold, silver and precious stones as part of the decorations of the temple.  Obviously these were all carried off by the Roman army.  The stones could be cut up into smaller stones used in the construction of other buildings over the course of the following centuries.  Nothing of those stones remains to be seen.

c.  Man’s works of wonder will all be destroyed during the Great Tribulation, so that everything has to be rebuilt during the millennial reign of Christ.  And then at the end of human history, after the Gog/Magog revolution, the entire universe is destroyed and God will create a new heaven and new earth without the help of a single person.  In the end, there will be nothing made by man in this world.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was a shock to the disciples to hear this after the triumphal entry.”


b.  “Jesus makes clear that the disciples should not be overly impressed by the temple’s grandeur.  The building is temporary: it looks impressive now, but in time it will be dust.  The things that they see are not permanent, nor is God’s blessing eternally upon this building.  Jesus makes His point by stating that ‘one stone will not be left on another.’  This is not so much a literal description of the temple being leveled as it is a general description of destruction.  The failure of any of the Gospels to note the fulfillment of this prediction suggests that the remarks were recorded before Jerusalem fell and that the Synoptic Gospel accounts could have been written before a.d. 70.”
  Rather than “could have been written” this statement proves that the Synoptic gospels “were written” before 70 A.D., otherwise Luke would have said something about the fulfillment of this prophecy when he wrote Acts.  It would be impossible for him to ignore the greatest disaster in Jewish history.

c.  “Jesus had already announced that the city would be destroyed (Lk 19:41–44), but now He specifically mentioned the destruction of the temple.”


d.  “Jesus’ answer is emphatic: not one stone would be left on top of another.  Jesus’ prophecy is to be understood absolutely literally; for, significantly, when the Romans had finished in ad 70, this was exactly the case (the wailing wall is a remnant of the retaining wall of the temple courtyard and not of the temple itself).  It seems that the stones were ground to dust, just as indicated in Mt 21:44.  This is remarkable, for Herod’s public buildings were masterpieces designed to last forever.  Some stand to this day, yet the temple which was his proudest accomplishment and the most magnificent and massive of his structures was destroyed just a few years after its completion; for it was under construction from 20 bc—ad 64.  The temple stones were vast by any standard; the larger of these were 20 feet by 12 feet by 40 feet.  Recent excavations have uncovered some of these stones in the valley below the temple site; apparently, the Romans pried them off the building and dislodged them into the valley below.”


e.  “Jesus did not share the enthusiasm of the disciples for the magnificent architecture of Herod’s new temple, and He proceeded to prophesy that it would be completely destroyed.”


f.  “Jesus’ words were tragically true.  When Titus first conquered Jerusalem, he ordered that the temple be preserved, but it was gutted by a fire set by one of his soldiers.  As a result, Titus ordered the whole city and temple to be razed to the ground, a task especially carried out in respect to the temple as soldiers driven by avarice pulled the stones apart in an attempt to reclaim the melted gold.”
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