John 1:1
Luke 21:34



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the second person plural present active indicative of the verb PROSECHW, which means “to be in a state of alert: be concerned about, care for, take care.”


The present tense is a durative present, which emphasizes a continuing present action.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the second person plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “for yourselves.”
“However, take care for yourselves”
 is the negative conjunction MĒPOTE, used as a temporal conjunction meaning “not ever; never” and used as an indicator of negative purpose, meaning, “that…not.”
  With this we have the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb BAREW, which means “to be weighted down; to be burdened.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of being burdened.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose; here, a negative purpose.

Next we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, meaning “hearts.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular noun KRAIPALĒ, meaning “with indulgence in a drinking party.”
  Then we have the additive use of the conjunctions KAI…KAI, meaning “and…and.”  This is followed by the instrumental of association from the feminine singular noun METHĒ, meaning “drunkenness” plus the feminine plural noun MERIMNA, meaning “anxieties, worries.”  With this we have the feminine plural adjective BIWTIKOS, which means “the things belonging to daily life.”

“that your hearts not be weighted down with indulgence in a drinking party and drunkenness and daily life worries,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EPHISTĒMI, which means “come on; happen to, overtake, or befall.”
  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous aorist subjunctive verb.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “on you.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective AIPHNIDIOS, used adverbially, meaning “suddenly” plus the article and noun HĒMERA with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that day.”  Finally, we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PAGIS, meaning “a snare; a trap.”
  This last Greek phrase is actually at the beginning of the next verse in the Greek text, which shows that even the verse divisions in the Greek text are not inspired.

“and that day come on you suddenly like a trap;”
Lk 21:34 corrected translation
“However, take care for yourselves that your hearts not be weighted down with indulgence in a drinking party and drunkenness and daily life worries, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap;”
Explanation:
1.  “However, take care for yourselves”

a.  Jesus turns the attention of the disciples from concern about the future to concern about their daily lives now.  He contrasts the present with the future.  There are certain things they must watch out for in the future; however, there are also certain things they must be careful of in the present.


b.  The verb PROSECHW means to be in a state of alert, to be concerned about something, or to take care.  It describes the mental attitude of an infantry point man on patrol.  He must watch out for every possible danger.  The patrol could run into the enemy or an ambush at any moment and he must be alert to the danger.  That is how the disciples (and by extension us) must live their spiritual lives.


c.  Similar commands are presented in the New Testament Scriptures:



(1)  Mk 8:15, “And He was giving orders to them, saying, ‘Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.’”



(2)  Mk 13:5, “Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Watch out lest someone mislead you.’”



(3)  Mk 13:9, “However, you watch out for yourselves; they will deliver you over to the courts, and in the synagogues you will be flogged, and you will be made to appear before governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.”



(4)  Lk 11:35, “Therefore watch out whether the light in you is not darkness.”



(5)  1 Cor 10:12, “For this reason, the one who thinks that he stands firm must watch out lest he fall.”



(6)  1 Thes 5:15a, “Watch out that no one pays back evil to anyone,”



(7)  Mk 4:24, “And He was saying to them, ‘Beware of what you listen to.’”  



(8)  Lk 12:15, “Then He said to them, ‘Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed;’”



(9)  Lk 21:8, “Then He said, ‘Beware that you are not misled;’”



(10)  Phil 3:2, “Beware of those dogs; beware of those evil workers; beware of that mutilation [circumcision].”



(11)  Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”



(12)  Heb 12:25, “Beware that you do not reject Him who is speaking.”


c.  All these commands are for the benefit of the individual believer.  We have the responsibility of guarding and protecting ourselves from our own false thinking, false beliefs, and wrong actions.  No one can do this for us.  We must do this for ourselves.
2.  “that your hearts not be weighted down with indulgence in a drinking party and drunkenness and daily life worries,”

a.  Jesus then describes the object in us that we are to guard and protect—our heart.  The people of the ancient world associated the different organs of the body with various functions.  For example, the emotions were related to the kidneys and thinking was associated with the heart.  The ‘heart’ was where thinking took place and had nothing to do with a person’s emotions.


b.  The heart ‘being weighed down’ is a description of being preoccupied with something.  The example Jesus uses here is being preoccupied with (constantly thinking about) one’s social life.  This social life involved indulgence in drinking parties.  We see this same thing today, when a group of guys or gals or friends all gather at the local bar or dance club and proceed to get drunk every Friday and Saturday night.  They look forward to it, plan for it, and indulge themselves in it.  Older folks have their drinking parties at someone’s house.  They are ‘more respectable’ but doing the same thing.  This type of indulgence puts a great strain on the thinking of the believer; for the desires of the sin nature are less inhibited under the influence of alcohol.  In other words people drink and use it as an excuse to do what they secretly desire.  This puts a great strain on the spiritual life of the believer.


c.  The typical result of indulgence in drinking parties is drunkenness, which is a sin.  Drinking is not a sin, but drunkenness is.  There is nothing wrong with having a glass of wine with dinner.  Jesus did so at the last supper.  There is a problem when you have had the whole bottle of wine and open another.


d.  Add to the problem of a self-indulgent social life the worries of daily life, and the spiritual life of the believer is greatly suppressed.  Worry is a sin.  Lk 12:22, “And He said to His disciples, ‘For this reason I say to you, do not worry about your life,’”  That is a command, not a suggestion.  God commands us to not worry.  If we worry, we are disobeying His command, and disobedience of the will of God is a sin.  Why is this a problem?  Worry distracts us from being occupied with Christ, thinking about what God wants us to do, and accomplishing the will of God.  Worry is a great distraction in life, just as drunkenness is a great distraction in life.  Our spiritual life is a life of thinking, and the things that distract us from our spiritual thinking are a danger to us.
3.  “and that day come on you suddenly like a trap;”

a.  The Lord continues and relates the distractions of normal, daily life to “that day” in the future, when tribulation suddenly comes.  The phrase “that day” can refer to both the start of the Jewish war against Rome as well as the beginning of the Tribulation or the middle of the Tribulation, when the abomination of desolation is set up in the temple, or when the armies of the Antichrist are encircling Jerusalem.  There are many times in history when events come upon believers like a trap, and this warning is applicable is all of them.


b.  Disastrous circumstances sometimes come upon believers suddenly, unexpectedly, that is, like a snare or a trap.  Jesus warns us to be ready for these things to happen.  If we are preoccupied with our social life, we will not be prepared.  If we are drunk all the time, we will not be prepared.  If we are constantly worried, we will not be prepared.  The only proper preparation for impending disaster is a heart that is preoccupied with the spiritual life God has provided for us.


c.  The implication of this passage is that historical disaster is coming and cannot be avoided.  Some believers are going to be involved in it.  And therefore, we are all warned to be ready for it.  Worry can’t prevent it, and drunkenness does not make it go away.  All we can do is be ready for it and deal with it through the word of God in our soul and the power of the Holy Spirit to endure it.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus gives an exhortation: the disciples are to ‘take heed’ not to get careless about the event described in Jesus’ teaching and believe that the day will never come or that it makes no difference how one lives.  Hearts ‘weighed down’ refers to insensitive hearts.  One can take a careless attitude about Jesus’ return and give oneself over to carousing, excessive drink, and undue concern for the cares of life.  A person who is totally callous to the return will find it a difficult time.  The danger is that ‘that day’ will come suddenly.  As Jesus says in other texts, that day will come like a thief.  For those who are caught off guard it will be like a snare, a trap.   The image of a trap describes the quickness and unexpectedness with which that day will snap shut and catch its victim.  The day will reveal God’s judgment.  Jesus’ point is to be ready for it so as to not be left out.  The end’s reality should call one to live prepared for the end, by being faithful to God.”


b.  “This admonition applies to God’s people in every age, though they will have a special meaning for the Jews of the Tribulation period.  ‘Watch!’ does not mean to stand around looking for signs.  It means, ‘Be awake! Be alert! Don’t get caught unprepared!’  This admonition carries a warning for us today, because it is so easy for us to ‘get weighted down’ with the cares of this life and the temptations of the world and the flesh.”


c.  “Jesus warned His disciples to be ready at all times.  Though a believer will be able to anticipate the coming of the kingdom by the signs, it is possible to get so entangled with the affairs of life that some will not be ready for the kingdom when it comes.”


d.  “Jesus summons His followers to watchfulness in the very areas where their inclinations place them most at risk.  Jesus perceives that the delay in the advent of the End may bring its own temptations to faithlessness and a business-as-usual orientation to life.  In order to counter this, Jesus alerts His audience to the reality that the End will be sudden, unexpected.”


e.  “This call to vigilance is universal. It is meant for us today.”


f.  “If men’s attention to spiritual things is dulled by such worldly concerns, they will not observe the signs, and ‘that day’ will come upon them unexpectedly.”
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