John 1:1
Luke 21:33



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI with the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “Heaven and earth.”  Next we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb PARERCHOMAI, which means “to pass away; to disappear.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the heaven and earth) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Heaven and earth will pass away;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My words.”  Then we have the double negative OU MĒ, meaning “never” or “absolutely not.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb PARERCHOMAI, which means “to pass away; to disappear.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (My words) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, My words will never pass away.”
Lk 21:33 corrected translation
“Heaven and earth will pass away; however, My words will never pass away.”
Mk 13:31, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.”

Mt 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.”

Explanation:
1.  “Heaven and earth will pass away;”

a.  The Lord adds a further declaration that guarantees what He is saying is true.  He declares that heaven and earth will pass away.  This means that they will cease to exist in the form we now know them.  This is also declared in Rev 21:1, “And then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.  For the first heaven and the first earth passed away; and the sea does not exist any longer.”


b.  The manner in which the first heaven and first earth pass away is described in 2 Pet 3:7, “But the present heavens and the earth by means of that same command are being reserved for fire, being preserved for the day of judgment and destruction of godless men.”  Compare 2 Pet 3:10-13, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.  Since all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person is it necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle, that is, the spiritual life, while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning, that is, the elements will melt by being burned up?  But we eagerly anticipate the new heavens and the new earth on the basis of His promise, in which [heavens and earth] righteousness dwells.”


c.  The heaven that is going to be burned up is the second heaven—the stellar universe.  The ‘heaven’ around the earth is the planet’s atmosphere, which is destroyed along with the destruction of the earth.


d.  Therefore, after the millennial reign of Christ and the resolution of Gog/Magog revolution, the Lord is going to destroy earth and the rest of the universe, and create a new universe and a new earth, in which all believers and elect angels will dwell with Him forever.  Why is this necessary?  God wants nothing that Satan ever touched to continue to exist in any way, shape or form.  Nothing tainted by his evil will survive the destruction of the universe and earth.  Will this include the third heaven?  Probably, but we don’t have a direct statement of that fact or possibility, because Satan has been there to contaminate it, Job 1:6; 2:1.

e.  1 Cor 7:31b, “for the manner in which this world works is passing away.”

2.  “however, My words will never pass away.”

a.  In contrast to the temporary nature of the heaven and earth, the word of God lives and abides forever.  The words of Jesus here refer to this entire discourse with all of its promises and prophecy.  And not only this, but everything Jesus has ever said to His disciples will never pass away.  Even the things not recorded in the Scriptures will never pass away; for every detail of the life of our Lord is recorded forever in the decree of God, the memory of our Lord, and probably also in the memories of His disciples, just as John says, “Now there are also many other things which Jesus did, which, if they were written one after the other, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books that would be written,” Jn 21:25.


b.  The word of God will never pass away or cease to exist; it lives and continues forever:



(1)  1 Pet 1:24-25a, “For, ‘All flesh [is] as grass and all her glory as the flower of the grass; the grass dries up and the flower falls off; but the word of the Lord endures into eternity.’”



(2)  Ps 119:89, “Forever, O Lord, Your word stands firm in heaven.”



(3)  Isa 40:8, “The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.”



(4)  Lk 16:17, “But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the Law to fail.”


c.  All God’s promises and prophecies are guaranteed and secure.  His promise of deliverance is just as certain as His promise of judgment.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus emphasizes the certainty of his teaching with an emphatic rhetorical remark: creation is less permanent than the truth of His eschatological teaching.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but Jesus’ words will not. This is similar to OT and Jewish texts that declare the certainty of God’s word (Ps 119:89, 160; Isa 40:8; 55:10–11).  The theme of the temporary nature of the original creation is also a common note (Ps 102:26; Isa 51:6; Jer 4:23–26; Amos 9:8; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 21:1).  Jesus uses this expression in Mt 5:18 and Lk 16:17, where He says that it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for any aspect of the law to fail.  Jesus is saying that the end will come to pass as He has described.”


b.  “Jesus placed His words on equal footing with the Old Testament Scriptures.  Therefore we must understand that as surely as every word spoken by Jesus concerning the destruction of Jerusalem came true, just as sure is his Second Coming!  Every word will be fulfilled!”


c.  “The words of Jesus will never undergo even the slightest change in either meaning or form; every word of His is sealed with its absolute fulfillment.”
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