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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have a genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive neuter plural present middle participle of the verb ARCHW, which means “to begin” plus the genitive ‘subject’ from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing the process of occurrence in the future.


The middle voice is a dynamic or intensive middle, which emphasizes the responsibility of the subject (these things) in producing the action of beginning.


The participle is a temporal participle, referring to action simultaneous with the timing of the action of the main verb.  It is generally translated by using “while” or “as.”  The aorist participle is translated “when” (but note this is present not aorist).

With this we have the present deponent middle/passive infinitive of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, or take place.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is occurring at that time.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (these things) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb.

“Now while these things begin to take place,”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb ANAKUPTW, which means “to stand tall.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb EPAIRW, which means “to lift up.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun KEPHALĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your heads.”

“stand tall and lift up your heads,”
 is the causal conjunction DIOTI, which means “because,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to draw near; to come near; to be near; to approach.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that your deliverance produces the action of drawing near.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APOLUTRWSIS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your deliverance.”
  The other meaning ‘redemption’ does not apply here, since that occurred the moment they believed in Christ, which logically occurred some period of time before the Second Advent.

“because your deliverance is drawing near.’”
Lk 21:28 corrected translation
“Now while these things begin to take place, stand tall and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is drawing near.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now while these things begin to take place,”

a.  Lord transitions from the events that begin to take place among unbelievers throughout the Tribulation to a most important event that takes place from believers at the end of the Tribulation.


b.  The phrase “these things” refers to the rise of the Antichrist and False Prophet in political power, the setting up of the statue of the Antichrist in the Holy of Holies in the Temple in Jerusalem, the great holocaust against believers, and the Armageddon Campaign against Israel by the kings of the world.  All these things begin to take place during the Tribulation.  As each event occurs, these signs of the Lord’s coming give more and more evidence to His impending return.  As each sign begins to occur, it brings believers one step closer to the return of their Lord.  Therefore, each major event in the Tribulation is a sign of encouragement to believers, while at the same time a sign of impending judgment to unbelievers.

2.  “stand tall and lift up your heads,”

a.  The subject “they” in the previous verse applies to the living believers of the Tribulation, who will watch the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in all His glory.  They are the same subject of this sentence.  They are the ones who are commanded to stand tall.  They are the only ones who can stand tall.  All the other believers are riding on white horses, following the Lord, who is leading them while riding on a white horse.  They are riding tall in the saddle and do not need to ‘stand tall’.


b.  The believers on earth are the ones who need to lift up their heads, in order to see the coming of the Lord with clouds.  The clouds of witnesses that return with Christ are “up” in the air, that is, the atmosphere around the earth.  The believers on earth have to look up to see Him and them coming.


c.  Lifting up the head is also a command to stop worrying, stop feeling afraid, stop feeling sorry for oneself, and taking courage at this most difficult moment in all of history.

3.  “because your deliverance is drawing near.’”

a.  Finally, the Lord gives the reason why believers are to stand tall and look up—because their deliverance from the satanic evil, persecution, and holocaust is drawing near.


b.  Every trumpet, bowl, and vial judgment against the unbelievers of the earth is one step closer to the deliverance of believers at the Second Advent.  This statement by Jesus is an indirect promise that He is returning and will deliver those who have believed in Him.


c.  The Church, Old Testament believers, and Tribulational martyrs are already with the Lord, and therefore, do not need deliverance.  The only group of believers needing deliverance at this point are those believers alive and still on earth trying to survive the Tribulation.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “How will disciples react to this event? The Son of Man’s appearance with cosmic signs represents the approach of the end-time.  Jesus notes that the Son of Man’s appearance is cause for the disciples to lift up their heads, in contrast to the nations who cower and face the return with foreboding (Lk 21:26; Judg 8:28; Job 10:15; Ps 24:7; 83:2; Zech 1:21).  The reason is stated briefly: the saint’s redemption draws near.  Redemption is used in a broad sense: not deliverance from the penalty of sin but deliverance from a fallen world.  This is the moment when the consummation of all that has been promised draws near, as Peter declares in Acts 3:19–21, when he speaks of Jesus’ return (on creation’s redemption, see Rom 8:23).  It looks past forgiveness of sins to the full demonstration of [God’s] authority.  When the Son of Man appears, He will exercise His authority; the time of victory will be here.”


b.  “These awesome signs will bring terror to the lost people of the world, but hope to those who have trusted the Lord during the Tribulation period; for these believers know that the Lord’s coming will be soon.”


c.  “When these things begin to occur, His followers will lift up their heads, a symbol of rejoicing, because their redemption (i.e., safety in the kingdom brought by the returning King) will be drawing near.”


d.  “Unlike others, believers need not fear these heavenly signs (Jer 10:2); they merely signal that ‘deliverance’ is near.  During the revolts against Rome, Jewish patriots declared the arrival of their ‘deliverance,’ or liberation from Rome; but Jesus teaches that this redemption will come solely from heaven’s intervention.”
  This passage obviously cannot refer to the Jews in their rebellion against Rome, since they were not delivered.

e.  “Because the disasters ahead are the prelude to this divine act of release, the disciples should be filled with hope, in contrast to the fear which will characterize everybody else.”
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