John 1:1
Luke 21:27



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then.”  This is followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: they will see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the people of the world) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”

“And then they will see the Son of Man”
 is the accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come: coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Son of Man) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the feminine singular noun NEPHELĒ, meaning “in a cloud.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “with power.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun DOXA and the adjective POLUS, meaning “great glory.”

“coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”
Lk 21:27 corrected translation
“And then they will see the Son of Man, coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”
Mk 13:26, “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.”

Mt 24:30, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then they will see the Son of Man,”

a.  Jesus continues His prophecy of His second advent by stating directly that His disciples (and by implication other believers) will literally see His return.  And not just believers, but the ‘they’ in this context includes all those who have rejected Him.

b.  The title ‘Son of Man’ was frequently and regularly used by our Lord to describe Himself.  He uses the title to emphasize His true humanity.  Therefore, in effect, He is saying that they will see Him return to earth in the same human body that He now occupies.  It will be the same body only in a glorified state that is incorruptible.  The title ‘Son of Man’ is never used by anyone but Jesus, and only used by Him in reference to Himself.  Therefore, in no way is Jesus talking about anyone else but Himself.


c.  His disciples will see Him because they will return with Him.  All the dead believers of the Old Testament we see Him, because they will return with Him.  All the Tribulational martyrs will see Him, because they will return with Him.  We shall see Him, because we shall return with Him.  All the believers on the earth awaiting His return will see Him, because the light of His glory will be the only light seen throughout the universe on the day of His return.  The light of His glory will be the only light that can shine through the supernatural darkness that covers the earth before our Lord’s second advent.  Even the enemies of Christ will see His return and go into mourning, because the last chance for them to believe in Him is gone forever and their final destiny is sealed.


d.  Rev 1:7, “Remember, He is coming with the clouds [elect angels, the resurrected Church, OT believers], and every eye shall see Him, including everyone who pierced Him, and all the people of the earth will mourn because of Him.  So it shall be; I believe it.”

2.  “coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

a.  Jesus says that He is coming in a cloud.  This cloud is not a literal cloud, but the cloud of witnesses mentioned in Heb 12:1, “Therefore, since we have so great a host of witnesses surrounding us…”  This cloud of witnesses are all the Old Testament believers mentioned in Hebrews, chapter eleven.

b.  The armies in heaven that return with Jesus at His second advent as His witnesses are: the elect angels, the Church, OT saints, and Tribulational martyrs.  They are all dressed in the uniform of glory, which is described in the following passages:



(1)  The Lord is dressed in the uniform of glory.  Rev 1:13, “and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man, being dressed in a robe reaching to His feet, and being girded around His chest with a golden sash.”



(2)  The Church is dressed in the uniform of glory.  Rev 3:5a, “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments,…”  Just as the military has a formal uniform called, “Dress whites,” so our Lord and His army will be wearing their “Dress whites” at His second advent.



(3)  Rev 3:18, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, in order that you may become rich, and with reference to white clothing [uniform of honor] that you may clothe yourselves,…”



(4)  Elect angels are dressed in the uniform of glory.  Rev 4:4, “Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting, having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”



(5)  Tribulational martyrs are dressed in the uniform of glory.  Rev 6:11, “And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”



(6)  Tribulation believers who survive the Tribulation are dressed in the uniform of glory.  Rev 7:13-14, “And then one from the elders [angelic staff officers] replied, saying to me, ‘These who are wearing white robes, who are they?  And from where have they come?’  Consequently I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’  And then he said to me, ‘These are the ones who have come out of the Great Tribulation; furthermore they have washed their robes; that is, they have made them white by means of the blood of the Lamb.”



(7)  Rev 14:14, “And then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud [there was] sitting [Someone] like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle.”



(8)  Rev 19:13, “Furthermore, He is wearing a robe, having been dipped in [sprinkled with] blood.  In addition, His title has been designated as, ‘The Word of God’.”


c.  The Lord Jesus Christ and all those who believe in Him will be wearing the white uniform of glory at His second advent.  And as they come from a distance, they will look like a great white ‘cloud’ of witnesses.  This cloud of witnesses also includes all Church Age believers, and all elect angels, Rev 19:14, “And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses, being clothed with pure, white, fine linen.”


d.  All the gospel accounts agree that Jesus returns with power and great glory.  The word ‘power’ is a reference to His omnipotence.  The word ‘glory’ is a reference to His Shekinah glory, which stood over the Mercy Seat and between the Cherubim in the Holy of Holies.  The Lord’s glory is the totality of His divine essence.  He returns as glorified humanity combined with the glory of His deity.  The same vision of Jesus being in His glory was previewed on the Mount of Transfiguration three of the same disciples, who asked Jesus about the establishment of His kingdom.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Next comes the Son of Man’s return.  The images come from Dan. 7 and are crucial to Luke’s meaning.  Who is this human-like figure who appears before the Ancient of Days?  There is no evidence anywhere in Judaism that the Son of Man was ever understood as an angel.  When Jesus mentions the coming of the Son of Man, He is referring to this regal figure who receives kingdom authority. Jesus’ use is in line with the OT picture, for the Son of Man’s rule derives from heaven, not human hands (Dan 2).  Jesus says that the Son of Man will be seen coming on the clouds (Zech 12:10; Rev 1:7; 19:11–16).  This image is important because the picture of a figure coming on the clouds is one of ‘superhuman majesty and state’.  The association of a figure ‘riding on the clouds’ or with clouds is normally tied to the authority of God or the gods in the OT (Ex 14:20; 34:5; Num 10:34; Ps 104:3; Isa 19:1).  In other words, the Son of Man is a regal figure who receives kingdom authority and comes with superhuman majesty.  Luke includes the allusion to the clouds because it is the key image of authority.    Anyone who heard Jesus use the Son-of-Man title or who read the Gospel account would know that Jesus was referring to Himself and His return.  The Lucan text refers to Jesus’ return in terms of great power and glory.  Jesus returns like a unique, regal figure.  The remark anticipates the Son of Man’s coming to bring vindication to His suffering people.  This is the moment that disciples long for—the Messiah coming in the totality of His authority.”


b.  “Christ’s appearing will be sudden, glorious, and with great power.  The image here is taken from Dan 7:13–14, a messianic passage that must have been familiar to the disciples.  The angels promised that Jesus would return to earth in the same way He departed (Acts 1:9–11), and He will.”


c.  “Jesus told about the coming of the Son of Man Himself. He drew His terminology from Dan 7:13–14, in which Daniel saw ‘one like a Son of Man’ coming with clouds and glory and receiving the kingdom from the Ancient of Days (i.e., God the Father).  Jesus’ point was that the Son of Man will come to receive the kingdom—the same kingdom He had been proclaiming since the beginning of His ministry.”


d.  “Jesus sometimes describes the Son of Man’s coming in terms Jewish literature usually reserved for God (Isa 19:1).  Here Jesus clearly alludes to Dan 7:13–14, where ‘one like a son of man’ (i.e., like a human being) receives the kingdom from God.”


e.  “Christ’s return will be heralded by an unspecified sign in the sky which will be extended in time for all the world to see.  I imagine the sign in the heavens to be the visible progress of Christ with His armies of spiritual beings (Rev 19:14).”


f.  “His ‘great glory’ is the sum of all His attributes that shine forth in splendor: Tit 2:13; 1 Cor 1:4; 2 The 1:7; 1 Pet 1:7; 4:13.”
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