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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: they will fall.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘this people’ = Jews) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun STOMA, which means “mouth; but used figuratively for the “edge” of a sword
 (as also in Heb 11:34, showing that Luke was the scribe, writing Hebrews at the dictation of others).  The instrumental of means is translated “by the edge.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular noun MACHAIRA, meaning “of the sword; of the machaira.”

“and they will fall by the edge of the sword,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb AICHMALWTIZW, which means “to be taken prisoner; to be taken captive; to become a prisoner of war.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that Jews will receive the action of being taken captive.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS with the adjective PAS, meaning “in all nations.”

“and will be taken captive in all the nations;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper noun HIEROSOLUMA, meaning “Jerusalem.”  Then we have the periphrastic construction, which combines a finite verb with a participle to express a single verbal idea.  First, we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jerusalem) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the nominative feminine singular present passive participle of the verb PATEW, which means “to tread on; to trample.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of a continuous action.


The passive voice indicates that Jerusalem will receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “by the Gentiles/nations.”  The phrase “under foot” as found in some translations (NASB) does not exist in the Greek.

“and Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles”
 is the preposition ACHRI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “until which time.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be fulfilled.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the ‘times of the Gentiles’ receives the action of being fulfilled.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses begun which relative temporal ideas such as ACHRI HOU, where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to realization or the time of fulfillment.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun KAIROS, meaning “the times” plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “of the Gentiles.”

“until which time the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”
Lk 21:24 corrected translation
“and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be taken captive in all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until which time the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”
Explanation:
1.  “and they will fall by the edge of the sword,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath to this people; and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be taken captive in all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until which time the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

b.  This is still a prophecy of what will occur during the Tribulation with near application to the events that took place before 70 A.D. in the Jewish war against Rome.  This is not primarily a prophecy about the events of the Jewish war though many of the same things occur both times in history.


c.  The subject “they” still refers to unbelieving Jews.  They will have a national army and that army will fight against the forces of the Antichrist and the other kings that attack the land of Israel.  Many of those Jewish soldiers will be killed in battle.  The same was true prior to the fall of Jerusalem in the first century, but Israel at that time did not have an organized army.  They had a militia that was virtually powerless against the Roman legions.


d.  During the Tribulation the regular army of Israel will be wiped out and a small militia of “National Guard” troops will form and attempt to hold out against the satanic forces at the end of the Tribulation.  That small remnant army will be made up of Jews who become believers in the city in the last half of the Tribulation.  It is too late for them to flee to the mountains.  So they remain in the city and fight an urban warfare campaign, holding out as long as they can.  This small remnant army is delivered from annihilation by the second advent of Christ.

2.  “and will be taken captive in all the nations;”

a.  Jews will be taken captive in all the nations.  There will be a worldwide holocaust against them.  They will be hunted down in every country and city on earth.  Satan’s plan is to have people everywhere turn against the Jews and wipe them out, so the Lord has no one to come back and deliver.  In addition, if all the Jews are dead, then Jesus cannot fulfill His unconditional covenants to Israel.


b.  Therefore, Satan, through his agent the Antichrist, will institute a worldwide program of finding and killing every Jew in every possible hiding place on earth.  This program will make Hitler’s program against the European Jews look like no big deal in comparison.


c.  Being taken captive is only the beginning of the process of extermination.  Satan’s plan is not to arrest and keep millions of Jews incarcerated for the rest of their lives.  His intent is to leave none of them living and then accuse God of lying to them.


d.  This phrase does not say that the Jews are taken to other nations in the dispersion.  This says they are taken captive in the nation where they are currently living.  The Jews were already dispersed, when the ten tribes of the northern kingdom were taken captive by the Assyrians and dispersed among Gentile nations after 721 B.C.

3.  “and Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles”

a.  Obviously this happened in the Jewish war, but it will happen even more so in the Tribulation.  The trampling involves the armies of the king of the north passing through Israel to attack the king of the south.  Then the king of the west will attack the king of the north’s supply lines in Israel, which causes the king of the north to turn around can come back north into Israel.  He is followed by the king of the south, who counterattacks the king of the north.  In the meantime the kings of the east attack Israel, so that there is one big mess of four armies all gathered in central Israel for one great battle, which the Lord Jesus Christ will win on the day of the Second Advent by killing them all.


b.  But for three years after the statue of the king of the west is set up in the temple in Jerusalem the city of Jerusalem and the temple will be trampled by all the non-Jews who come to worship the Beast and his image.


c.  Is Jerusalem being trampled by the Gentiles today?  Yes.  Every unbeliever, every Muslim, every Arab, every non-Jewish tourist in Jerusalem are indirectly fulfilling this prophecy.  However, the direct fulfillment of this prophecy is what unbelievers do in Jerusalem in the last half of the Tribulation.

4.  “until which time the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

a.  Good Greek says “until which time.”  Good English says simply “until.”  What are ‘the times of the Gentiles’?  It is the period of human history that runs concurrently with the Church Age.  It begins on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit comes and continues until the day of the resurrection of the Church, which also begins the final seven years of the Age of Israel.  The times of the Gentiles is God’s insertion of the Church Age into history between Daniel’s 69th and 70th week.  Daniel predicted that there would be seventy ‘weeks’ until Messiah comes (the Second Advent).  Each day equals one year in his prophecy.  Sixty-nine weeks occurred from the giving of this prophecy until Messiah was ‘cut off’ at the Cross.  The remaining ‘week’ or seven years is the period of the Tribulation.  Between the 69th and 70th week God is inviting all to believe in Christ and replace those Jews who rejected Jesus as the Messiah.


b.  The times of the Gentiles is fulfilled when the exact number of people God invites have believed in Christ and become the remnant according to the selection by means of grace.  Rom 11:5, “Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.”  When the last member of the Church believes in Christ, then the Church will be resurrected in a twinkling of the eye, that is, in a nano second.  At that same moment the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled and the Tribulation or Daniel’s seventieth week will begin.


c.  Rom 11:25, “Now brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke uniquely describes Jerusalem’s fall in the current age [doubtful, since the context is about the Tribulation].  The picture is of swarming victorious armies conquering the nation’s capital.  Though Luke’s focus is on the near fulfillment, the use of this language in Rev 11:2 [“And leave out the outside courtyard of the temple, and do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.”] shows that the early church saw the allusion as referring to a future time of terror for the city [exactly, which is why this does not refer primarily to the Jewish war.]  The passage shares a short- and long-term view.  Because of his focus on the near future, Luke lacks reference to cutting short these days to spare the elect (Mt 24:22 = Mk 13:20; Isa 54:7).  Jerusalem’s fall in the short term is analogous for the end, as its fate pictures the consequence of unfaithfulness for the world.  More intriguing is the note that Jerusalem remains trodden down until ‘the times of the Gentiles’ are fulfilled.  The phrase denotes, of course, Gentile domination, but the note in Mk 13:10 that the gospel must be preached to ‘all the nations’ before the end comes may also help explain the name.  This phrase suggests that there is a period in God’s plan when Gentiles will dominate, which implies that the subsequent period is of a different nature.  Jesus’ initial coming and His return represent breaking points in God’s plan.  The ‘times of the Gentiles’ is a general way to describe the current period in God’s plan [i.e., the Church Age], when Gentiles are prominent but that will culminate in judgment on those nations.  It would thus seem that the view of Israelite judgment now but vindication later suggests what Paul also argues in Rom 11:25–26: Israel has a future in God’s plan.  Israel will be grafted back in when the fullness of Gentiles leads it to respond (see Rom 11:11–12, 15, 30–32). Considered with the more developed picture of Rev. 20, it seems that the early church held to a kingdom hope that included Israel’s reincorporation in what eventually came to be expressed as millennial hope, a view called premillennialism or chiliasm.  This may suggest that two periods are present, with χρόνος referring to restoration in the future period and καιρός to the present period.  In Acts 3:19–21, when Peter speaks about the ‘times of refreshing’ that come with forgiveness of sins (i.e., the current period), he may be intentionally separating that period from the future ‘times of restoration’ (Acts 3:21) that the OT prophets promised (i.e., the age to come).  Lk 18:30 similarly refers to the current period of the disciples as ‘this time’, while Acts 17:26 speaks of the ‘appointed times’, contrasting the current period to an earlier one, and Acts 17:30 speaks of the ‘times of ignorance’.  This data, which is uniquely Lucan, suggests that there was some periodizing in the early church.  Regardless of the terminology, conceptually Luke and Paul, as well as John, seem to hold out hope for the nation.”


b.  “Gentile domination would continue until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  ‘The times of the Gentiles’ domination over Jerusalem actually began when the Babylonians took the city and the nation into Captivity in 586 b.c. Jerusalem will again fall under Gentile domination in the Tribulation (Zech 14:1–2) just before the Messiah returns to restore Jerusalem.”
  This statement is a typical non-committal, meaningless, unhelpful comment.

c.  “‘The times of the Gentiles’ mark a temporary season in which the Gentiles would occupy center stage in God’s purpose, after which the spotlight would return to Jerusalem.  ‘The times of the Gentiles’ mark a temporary season that would give way to the consummation of God’s purpose in the future fulfillment.  At the outset of Acts, the question of the place of Israel in God’s future aim remains unanswered (Acts 1:6–8); there, as here, the focus is shifted from speculation about Israel to mission among the Gentiles.  ‘Times of the Gentiles,’ then, has a dual reference in this context.  It relates to the role of the Gentiles as God’s agents in the prophesied destruction and subsequent occupation of Jerusalem.  More than this, however, it portends the proclamation of the good news among the Gentiles.”


d.  “The Church Age is also the ‘times of the Gentiles’ and only when that time ceases and the Jewish times (Daniel’s clock) start running again will Jerusalem be away from Gentile oppression.  The focal point in Jerusalem is the temple, and while the temple site is occupied by the Gentiles the time of the Gentiles remains.  The temple site is desecrated by the Moslem mosque of the Dome of the Rock, so that edifice will have to come under Jewish authority to terminate the time of the Gentiles.  [This may happen prior to the resurrection of the Church.  Jewish authority over the Dome of the Rock does not have anything to do with the time of the Gentiles.]  Dan 9:27 may well suggest that this right will be conferred on the Jews by an outsider who makes a treaty with them; that outsider will be the Antichrist, the Beast of Revelation 13.  All believers will be raptured shortly before that date [Not shortly, but exactly three and a half years before that date].”


e.  “Though ‘the times of the Gentiles’ began with Jesus’ death when the veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom and with his subsequent resurrection [wrong, it can’t begin until the coming of the Holy Spirit fifty days later], the symbol of this was the Gentiles’ trampling Jerusalem when they destroyed the temple.  According to Romans 11, this era is a time of evangelizing the Gentiles (verses 25-29).  The times of the Gentiles will end with the return of Christ [wrong, it ends with the resurrection of the Church; the last seven years of the Jewish Age belong to the Jews, not to the Church].”
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