John 1:1
Luke 21:20



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is used as a switch reference device.  It indicates the change in reference from the believer personally to the events surrounding them.  This should be translated “Then” or “Now.”  With this we have the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when.”  Next we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: you see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses begun with a temporal conjunction to indicate the indefinite time of the occurrence of the action.

This is followed by the appositional accusative feminine singular present passive participle of the verb KUKLOW, which means “to be surrounded.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that time in future.


The passive voice indicates that Jerusalem receives the action of being surrounded.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the neuter plural noun STRATOPEDON, which means “by armies; legions.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular proper noun HIEROSOLUMA, which means “Jerusalem.”

“Now when you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies,”
 is the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then,” followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to recognize.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the conjunction HOTI, which introduces the content of the mental activity and is translated “that.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to be near; to approach.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the subject (the destruction of Jerusalem) has produced the action of being near.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ERĒMWSIS with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “her state of being made uninhabitable, devastation, destruction, or depopulation.”

“then recognize that her destruction is near.”
Lk 21:20 corrected translation
“Now when you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, then recognize that her destruction is near.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now when you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies,”

a.  The Lord continues with His answer to the four disciples’ question about what will be the sign of His return and the end of the Jewish Age.  He tells them that they will see Jerusalem surrounded by armies.  This would literally be fulfilled prior to 70 A.D., when the armies of Rome surrounded the city of Jerusalem for months prior to its total destruction in August of that year.  Peter and John (and perhaps Andrew) would literally see or hear about this occurring.  James would not since he was martyred in 44-45 A.D.  It is also possible that Peter was martyred in Rome by Nero prior to Nero’s death in the summer of 68 A.D.  So it is likely Peter only heard about the coming siege of Jerusalem but did not actually witness it.  Andrew was probably evangelizing north of the Black Sea at this time and would have only heard about it.


b.  However, this statement also applies to the far fulfillment of the prophecy, which will definitely occur during the last half of the seven year Tribulation just prior to the second advent of Jesus.  The Lord returns at the Second Advent for the express purpose of delivering the Jewish militia, which is attempting to hold out against the armies of the world that have been gathered together for the annihilation of the Jews in Israel.  These armies are the forces of the kings of the west, east, south, and north.  This second siege of Jerusalem does not result in the destruction of the city, because the Lord returns to deliver the city and save the Jewish militia within the city.


c.  So there are two times when this statement applies in history: (1) the near fulfillment is prior to 70 A.D., when the city is surrounded and eventually destroyed, and (2) the far fulfillment prior to the second advent of Christ, when the city is delivered and the satanic armies are destroyed.

2.  “then recognize that her destruction is near.”

a.  When the disciples (or believers in the future) see, hear, and recognize that the city of Jerusalem is surrounded by enemy armies, which are intent on destroying the city, then these disciples and believers in the future are to know, recognize that the destruction of the city is near.


b.  Because the deliverance of Jerusalem is “near,” when this situation occurs in the future, this statement applies more to the actual destruction of the city in 70 A.D.  Jesus is directly referring to the near fulfillment of the prophecy and only indirectly referring to the far fulfillment.  Destruction will occur in 70 A.D.  It will not occur in the future, but only be “near.”


c.  When the armies surrounded Jerusalem prior to 70 A.D., believers could be certain that the literal physical destruction of Jerusalem was about to happen.  When the armies surround Jerusalem in the future, believers can be certain that the literal physical deliverance of Jerusalem and the end of the Jewish Age is near.  Jesus is prophesying about both events.  The somewhat ‘parallel’ passages in Matthew and Mark refer only to the events of the Tribulation, since they mention the abomination of desolation being erected in the temple (Mt 24:15–22 = Mk 13:14–20).
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “With this verse Luke’s relationship to the other Synoptic accounts becomes highly complex.  Mt 24:15–22 = Mk 13:14–20 describes the collapse of Jerusalem, which is definitely a part of the signs of consummation, as well as of fulfillment.  The different emphases are most clearly indicated by what Luke lacks: he does not mention that the tribulation in this period is the most intense ever to fall on humans; he does not mention that no human would have survived if the Lord had not cut short these days; he does not note that the time should not be in the winter; and he does not discuss the ‘abomination of desolation,’ only ‘its desolation.’  Conversely, Luke alone mentions ‘the time of the Gentiles.’  What do these differences mean?  They indicate that Luke emphasizes a different element in Jesus’ teaching at this point.  He focuses on the nearer fulfillment in the judgment pattern described here, the fall of Jerusalem in a.d. 70, rather than the end (which he will introduce directly in verse 25).  The end is indirectly alluded to by the language of verses 23–24.  It would seem that Luke sees in Jerusalem’s collapse a preview, but with less intensity, of what the end will be like.  So the instructions he offers here are like those that appear in the description of the end in Lk 17:23, 31.  He wants to make clear that when Jerusalem falls the first time, it is not yet the end.  Nonetheless, the two falls are related and the presence of one pictures what the ultimate siege will be like.  Both are eschatological events in God’s plan, with the fall of Jerusalem being the down payment and guarantee of the end-time.  Josephus notes that 1.1 million Jews were killed and 97,000 taken captive in this period.  Even children were cooked for food in the midst of the siege that Jesus anticipates here.  Unfaithfulness to God leads to national judgment.  The city will collapse under siege.  Jesus says such a fate for the religious center should not catch the disciples by surprise.  These verses show that Jesus is now answering the question about the temple’s destruction by describing the fall of the entire city. In effect, He is saying that Jerusalem must fall before the end.  The length of the time between the two events is not made clear in the discourse.  The parallels take a distinctive turn and speak of the ‘abomination of desolation’ set up where it should not be, a specific reference to the temple’s desecration (Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:1).  Mt 24:15 explicitly mentions the fulfillment of Daniel, while both Mark (13:14) and Matthew make a call for the reader to understand what is meant.  These passages look at the end and speak of the consummation.  All three accounts complement one another and explain the short-term and long-term events: persecution is coming soon for Jerusalem (so Luke) and tribulation involving the desecration of the temple is coming in the end (so Matthew and Mark).”


b.  “Luke’s account refers not to a distant event to occur during the Tribulation but to the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and the Roman army in a.d. 70, just forty years from that time.  This terrible event was in many respects a ‘dress rehearsal’ for what will happen when Satan vents his anger on Israel and the believing Gentiles during the last half of the Tribulation.”


c.  In verses 20-24 “Jesus returned to the disciples’ original question about when the temple would be destroyed.”


d.  “It is only here that Jesus begins to take up directly the question raised in verse 7, concerning the sign that the destruction of the temple is imminent.”


e.  “The sense of Jesus’ warning in verse 20 was: when the Roman legions begin to encircle the city, a new desolation is about to take place.  His warning was to get out of the city before the encirclement was complete.”


f.  “The allusion to a siege and capture of Jerusalem (Lk 21:20-24) has been interpreted by some to mean that the Gospel must have been written after the fall of the city in A.D. 70.  Such a conclusion is not necessary if one considers that the content of the chapter is a prophecy, and that Luke is merely recording the words of Jesus about the future.”
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