John 1:1
Luke 21:2


 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: He saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular indefinite pronoun TIS plus the adjective CHĒROS and the adjective PENICHROS, which means “a certain poor widow.”
“Then He saw a certain poor widow,”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the feminine singular present active participle of the verb BALLW, which means “to put; throw, cast.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what the widow was doing at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the widow was producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective LEPTOS and the cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two small copper coins.”

“putting two small copper coins there.”
Lk 21:2 corrected translation
“Then He saw a certain poor widow, putting two small copper coins there.”
Mk 12:42, “A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He saw a certain poor widow,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the events in the temple grounds surrounding Jesus just prior to His crucifixion by focusing our attention on another subject in contrast to the rich, who were giving offerings.

b.  Having watched the rich give their offerings for a period of time, Jesus then noticed a certain poor widow.  How did He know she was poor and a widow?  He knew she was poor by the amount of money she offered.  He knew she was a widow by how poorly she dressed and the fact that she was giving the offering rather than her husband, who was now dead and unable to do so.


c.  Notice that Jesus does not lament the widow’s status of being poor; for He understood that “the poor you will have with you always.”  She is not criticized for being poor (we don’t know if it was her fault or not for being poor).  Nor is she commended for being poor (her poorness is not exalted as though it was a virtue).  Being poor is not a vice or virtue.  It is simply a state of being.
2.  “putting two small copper coins there.”

a.  Jesus watched her put two small copper  coins into the offerings receptacle.  Not only could He see that there were two coins, but He could probably hear the clang as each coin hit against the metal wall of the trumpet shaped receptacle.  Jesus could see that they were copper from the color of the coins, just as we can distinguish the difference in color between a copper penny and a silver nickel or dime or quarter.  The size could also be distinguished just as we can tell the difference in size between a dime and a silver dollar.  The fact Jesus could see these things indicates that He was not far from where the action was taking place.  His omniscience is not involved here.

b.  The significance of the action is that the widow had anything at all to offer after Luke had noted Jesus’ remark about the scribes and Pharisees devouring the houses of widows.  This widow was likely one of their victims, and yet, she still has the generous mental attitude of giving what she can to the Lord.  Unlike the rich who are making an ostentatious show of their wealth and ‘spiritual’ giving, this woman only demonstrates her love of the God of Israel.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The main figure arrives.  In contrast to the many rich is one poor widow.  The widow walks up to the treasury and throws in two lepta.  There is no need to appeal to Jesus’ supernatural knowledge; one could recognize the coins by their size.  Lepta were small copper coins, the smallest currency available, whose value was one-eighth of a penny, one one-hundredth of a denarius, thus one one-hundredth of the average daily wage—a very small sum indeed!  No doubt most people would say that the gifts of the rich were more significant.”


b.  “Following naturally what Jesus had just said about the teachers of the Law and their attitude toward widows, He pointed to a poor widow who was putting into the collection all her meager resources.”


c.  “Luke’s readers are invited to draw an analogy between the scribes and wealthy and the widow. The former make a show of their piety, but give out of such abundance that, their gifts notwithstanding, they are able to continue lives of opulence.  Both the wealthy and the poor widow give to the temple treasury, located in the Court of Women in the Jerusalem temple.  Her gift, however, is spelled out as consisting of two lepta, 132 of which would have constituted a day’s wage for the day laborer—a puny amount, to be sure, but one that encompasses her entire means of support.  Thus does Luke contrast their wealth with her poverty, their superabundance with her deficiency.”


d.  “The two mites, worth only 1/64 of a day’s wage, should shame us when we put $1 in the offering plate, for proportionally to the average American income ($15,000 p.a. is $60 per day), a dollar is but two mites!”
  “Should shame us?”  Really?  It is not the amount we give that God cares about, but the attitude with which it is given.  God doesn’t need our money.  It is a privilege to be able to give and no amount should “shame us,” just as no amount should give us pride. Give your dollar, and do so without ‘shame’.  Give whatever you want and be thankful you have anything to give.  This is a disgusting comment by this commentator.

e.  “Jesus, and anyone else who happened to see her, knew she was a poverty-stricken widow because widows wore distinctive clothing, in her case undoubtedly worn and tattered.   Her offering was two coins, so small they were a tiny thin coin0 . The miniature lepton was worth only one four-hundredth of a shekel, or about one-eighth of a cent.  The two lepta represented barely anything—like today’s pennies that most do not even bother to pick up.  Though she did not know Jesus was watching, she knew God saw her, and that was who she came to please.  Seen in the context of the grasping greed of the teachers of the Law who were devouring widows’ houses, her gift unwittingly slammed the religious establishment.  Her motivation for such giving could only be love.  There is no other explanation.”
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