John 1:1
Luke 21:18



 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun THRIX, meaning “hair.”  Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from your head.”

“And yet a hair from your head”
 is the double negative OU and MĒ, meaning “absolutely not” or “never.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to be lost.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.  He auxiliary verb “will” can be used in translating this.


The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which emphasizes the responsibility of the subject in producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of emphatic negation, which forbids the initiation of an action.

“will absolutely not be lost.”
Lk 21:18 corrected translation
“And yet a hair from your head will absolutely not be lost.”
Mt 10:29-31, “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent?  And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows.”

Explanation:
1.  “And yet a hair from your head”

a.  Jesus continues with a promise that in spite of being delivered over to the authorities by family and friends, some being put to death, and being hated by everyone not a single hair will lost from a believer’s head.  This is a proverbial saying, but what does it mean?  Does it mean that not a single hair will fall out of a person’s head as dozens of hairs do so every day?  No, it cannot refer literally to the cessation of natural hair loss.  Even if the hair falls out, Jesus promises that those hairs that do fall out will not “be lost.”

b.  Jesus’ point is that He knows every single thing about us individually.  He literally knows the number of hairs on our head, how many will fall out, and how many He will replace in our resurrection body.  This proverb indicates very careful attention to every detail of our life.  There is not a single thing that can happen to us that He does not know about, has not planned for, and cannot fix or replace.


c.  If the Lord pays attention to the loss of a single hair, how much more does He pay attention to the salvation and deliverance of the whole person?

2.  “will absolutely not be lost.”

a.  This construction is called an emphatic negation in Greek grammar.  It indicates that the subject being discussed absolutely, dogmatically, and emphatically cannot and will not ever happen under any circumstances.  This is a statement of eternal security.


b.  If a single hair cannot be lost, then the whole person (body, soul, and spirit) cannot be lost.  The Lord can create a resurrection body, put our soul and spirit into it, and give us eternal life with no problem whatsoever.  He knows how many hairs we have, what we look like, and every detail that goes into our makeup.


c.  No matter how we might be persecuted, tortured, abused, torn apart, or killed, Jesus can and will put all the pieces back together again in a perfect resurrection body.  For all eternity we will have the perfect body God always intended for us.  Thus we have nothing to fear from what man may do to us.  This promise is critical for believers to remember in the Tribulation as they are being arrested, tortured and killed.  The promise was just as important to the believers at the beginning of the Church Age.

Heb 13:5b-6, “for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that confidently we say, ‘The Lord [is] my helper; I will not be afraid of what man will do to me.’”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Despite hatred and potential death, final destruction is impossible for the disciple.  In the face of a negative situation, Jesus offers comfort and assurance.  He states the point rhetorically and emphatically (the double negative indicates that there is ‘no way’ such destruction will occur).  The remark is like Lk 12:4–5, 7.  The disciple who is allied to Christ is secure—despite persecution and threat to physical life.”


b.  “Believers must not despair, for God is in control.  Not a hair on their head can perish apart from His sovereign will.”


c.  “As a proverb, this expression is used elsewhere to ensure complete physical safety (see Acts 27:34).  It can hardly have that meaning here.  The parallel saying in Lk 12:7 (‘even the hairs of your head are all counted’), which also appears in a parallel context, compels a reading of this expression as a guarantee that nothing happens apart from divine purview.  It suggests that Jesus promises that persecution, even death, does not spell the end of life for the faithful.”


d.  “Here Jesus offers a promise of protection.  Because hundreds, probably thousands of Christians had been publicly murdered under Nero in Rome in a.d. 64, it is clear that this is not an unqualified promise.  This promise suggests either spiritual survival or that God will often deliver physically, as in many cases in the Old Testament.”
  This commentator misses the point—the statement promises eternal survival, since Jesus just said that ‘they will put to death some from you’.

e.  “Eusebius, the fourth century church historian to whom we are indebted for much of our record of the happenings in the early church, reports that the Jerusalem church took Jesus’ prophecy literally, for according to him, the Jerusalem Christians, remembering Jesus’ warning, before the war of ad 66–73 fled to Pella, a city of Decapolis, east of the Jordan, and thus outside the area of conflict.  Eusebius says every Christian fled Jerusalem, so verse 18 was fulfilled literally too!  The Church was thus spared the ravages of the Jewish-Roman war.  This prophecy, then, was somewhat of a riddle for it had to be compatible with the prophecies of martyrdom.  Remarkably, and in full vindication of the divine nature of Scripture, it was fulfilled literally.”
  Remember that this commentator only looks at this prophecy from the standpoint of its near fulfillment and does not relate any of it to the Tribulation.

f.  “Whatever happens, the disciples are under the hand of God.  Verses 18–19 cannot mean that the disciples will avoid physical harm and martyrdom (because of the statement in verse 16); rather there is a promise of God’s control over what happens to them.”


g.  “When a disciple suffers persecution, even death through wicked men, let him not think that God has forgotten him—he is in Go’s care and keeping to the last hair of his head.  Nothing, absolutely nothing occurs to us without God’s own will.”
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