John 1:1
Luke 21:16



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the second person plural future passive indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to be delivered over; to be handed over.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that believers will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However you will be delivered over”
 is the ascensive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even,” followed by the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural noun GONEUS with the additive of a series of KAI conjunctions, meaning “by parents and…and…and.”  With this we have the ablative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brothers;” adjective SUGGENĒS, meaning “relatives” and the adjective PHILOS, meaning “friends.”

“even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb THANATOW, which means “to put to death.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the authorities will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which is an idiom, due to the ellipsis of TIS, meaning “[some] of you.”

“and they will put to death [some] of you,”
Lk 21:16 corrected translation
“However you will be delivered over even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put to death [some] of you,”
Mt 10:21, “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.”

Mk 13:12, “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death.”
Explanation:
1.  “However you will be delivered over”

a.  In contrast to those believers who will be to give a defense of their faith in Christ before councils, tribunals and courts, some of these believers will be betrayed by people who know them well and deliver them over to the religious and civil authorities.


b.  It was illegal to believe that Jesus was the Messiah according to the judgment of the Sanhedrin (the Supreme Court of Israel), which is why they gave authority to Saul of Tarsus to persecute the Church.  In the same way it is illegal in some Muslim countries today to be a Christian or to even attempt to present the gospel.  In the Tribulation the same problem will occur for Christians.  It will be illegal to be a Christian, proclaim Christ, or worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  Anyone who does so will be arrested, tortured, persecuted and some killed.  This is why the 144,000 Jewish evangelists are sealed by Jesus, so that no harm can come to them.  Rev 7:4, “And then I heard the number of those who had been sealed, one hundred forty four thousand, having been sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:”  The two witnesses also have a special protection from God, Rev 11:5, “Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire comes out of their mouth and devours their enemies.  And if anyone should desire to harm them, in this manner they must be killed.”  However, those who believe in Christ are warned to flee to the mountains, get out of Jerusalem, and go to the places of safety that God has prepared for them.  Those Christians who do heed this warning suffer the consequences of their failure to obey the Lord.

2.  “even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends,”

a.  Jesus then makes a most striking remark, namely, that the people doing the delivering over of believers to the authorities for trial, imprisonment, torture and death will be members of their own family and closest friends: parents will turn over their children, brothers and sisters will turn over each other; uncles, aunts, cousins, grandparents are all traitors to the members of their own family.  And even best friends will betray believers to the authorities.


b.  We might wonder how this can happen or how it works.  The Communists developed this system and used it to great success in Russia and China, where school children turned in their own parents to the authorities for their Christianity under the influence of their Communist teachers.  It will not be difficult for the False Prophet of Israel to proclaim a new law that anyone not turning over known Christians in their family will be immediately put to death without benefit of a trial.  How fast will people turn against each other just to save their own lives?


c.  The persecution of Christians and Christianity during the Tribulation will be almost beyond our imagination.  If a person mentions the name of Jesus or speaks the word ‘Christ’, they could be liable for summary execution by anyone around them.  The words ‘shot on sight’ might very well apply to all Christians at that time.

3.  “and they will put to death [some] of you,”

a.  Not all Christians will be put to death.  Most will be tortured.  Many will probably be herded into concentration camps, where the evil dictators holding them just can’t kill them all fast enough.  Remember that the Jewish holocaust of World War II began in 1938 and ended in 1945, a period of seven years.  Satan and his agents will only have that same seven-year time span to put in place the attempted holocaust of Christians worldwide.  It is true that the Tribulation will start without any believers on earth, but just as 144,000 Jews figure out almost instantly that Jesus was and is the Messiah and believe in Him, so their witness could easily produce just one convert a day for the first year or a total of 52,560,000 believers the first year.  And if those 52 million could evangelize just one person a day for 30 days before they died, there would be a total of 1,576,800,000 or 1.6 billion believers in just the first 13 months of the Tribulation.  Hitler was overwhelmed with the problem of killing six million Jews.  Satan is going to have to deal with how to kill several billion Christians.


b.  Therefore, there will be a lot of Tribulational martyrs, but not all believers will be killed; for there has to be a great remnant of believers still alive for Jesus to come back and deliver physically at the Second Advent.  The Tribulational martyrs are described in:



(1)  Rev 6:9-11, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’  And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”



(2)  Rev 7:9-10, “After these things I looked, and behold, a large crowd, which no one was able to count, from every nation and tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and palm branches [were] in their hands.  And then they [Tribulational believers] called out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.’”



(3)  Rev 7:13-14, “And then one from the elders [angelic staff officers] replied, saying to me, ‘These who are wearing white robes, who are they?  And from where have they come?’  Consequently I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’  And then he said to me, ‘These are the ones who have come out of the Great Tribulation; furthermore they have washed their robes; that is, they have made them white by means of the blood of the Lamb.’”



(4)  Rev 20:4, “And then I saw thrones; and they [Tribulational martyrs] sat down on them; and authority to judge was given to them; that is, [I saw] the souls of those who had been decapitated because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God; namely, the very ones who did not worship the beast nor his image and did not receive his mark on their forehead and on their hand.  They both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”


c.  The regathering of Jewish believers at the Second Advent is described in:



(1)  Isa 10:20-22, “Now in that day the remnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob who have escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly rely on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.  A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.  For though your people, O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, Only a remnant within them will return;”



(2)  Isa 11:11-12, “Then it will happen on that day that the Lord will again recover the second time with His hand the remnant of His people, who will remain, from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.  And He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”



(3)  Jer 23:3, “Then I Myself will gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and bring them back to their pasture, and they will be fruitful and multiply.”



(4)  Jer 31:7d-8, “The remnant of Israel.  Behold, I am bringing them from the north country, and I will gather them from the remote parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and she who is in labor with child, together; a great company, they will return here.”



(5)  Rom 11:5, “Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time [Church Age] a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.”  We are a part of that remnant.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Not all of Jesus’ news is positive: the disciples will be persecuted by family members, relatives, and friends.  Jesus will experience this kind of betrayal when Judas, one of the chosen Twelve, betrays Him.  Jesus does not promise physical victory; martyrdom will result for some.  God will speak through them, but that does not mean their message will be accepted.  Many early church leaders were put to death for their faith: Stephen (Acts 7), James the brother of John (Acts 12:2), Paul, Peter, and Andrew.  This saying is the opposite of saying that disciples must hate their relatives.  Rather it is the relatives who will act against the disciples and end up hating them.  This warning is important, since fear of familial rejection may cause some to hesitate to follow Jesus (Lk 14:26).  Family members may turn the disciple in, since in many settings, especially first-century Jewish settings, Christians were subject to persecution and excommunication from the synagogue.  Roman persecutions created a similar environment.  To confess Christ might mean being hated by kin.  One must be ready to face the family’s reaction, not by maliciously separating from them, but by preparing for their hostile reaction to one’s confession of Christ.  Former friends might also react negatively.  Being a disciple can have its price.”


b.  “Not only will the saints endure official persecution from the government, but there will also be opposition from family and friends.  Relatives will even follow in the footsteps of Judas and betray their Christian loved ones to be killed.  Hatred, arrest, and death will be the lot of many of God’s children during the Tribulation.”


c.  “See Micah 7:5–7.  In a culture with a heavy emphasis on family fidelity, betrayal by a family member would sound especially harsh.”


d.  “Scripture makes no report of family and friend betraying believers between ad 33–70.  It seems beyond question that in the severity of persecution and anti-Christian sentiment this would have occurred (consider Jn 9:22, His parents said these things because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged Him [to be] the Christ, he was to be expelled from the synagogue.).”


e.  “Persecution will come even from family and friends and lead to martyrdom and universal hatred.”


f.  “Believers would also experience intense personal hatred. The radical commitment that the gospel demands can disrupt even the most natural and sacred human relationships, and still does.  Announce your conversion in a Muslim country or in a hard-line Communist country and Jesus’ words take on a terrible reality.”


g.  “Blood ties are strong, and so is friendship, but hatred of Christ and the gospel destroys them utterly and turns them into the very opposite.”
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