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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW which means “I.”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: I will give.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to all the disciples/believers.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun STOMA, which means “a mouth; a voice; eloquence.”
  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”

“for I will give to you eloquence and wisdom”
 is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by which (wisdom).”  Then we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (none of the opponents of believers) will be able to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means “to stand against; to oppose.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those who oppose the disciples produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb ‘to be able’.

“by which they [all those opposing] will not be able to stand against ”
 is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANTEIPON, which means “to contradict.”  The morphology is the same as the previous infinitive.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective HAPAS, meaning “all” plus the articular masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ANTIKEIMAI, which means “to oppose: all those opposing.”


The article functions as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurs at that moment in the future.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (all the opponents of the disciples) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the dative of (in)direct object from second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples/apostles and by extension all believers.

“or contradict you.”

The subject of the main verb is ‘all those opposing’, which in English grammar we move before the main verb ‘they will not be able’.  The subject ‘they’ is replaced by the subject ‘all those opposing’, so that we have the following correct translation:
Lk 21:15 corrected translation
“for I will give to you eloquence and wisdom, because of which all those opposing you will not be able to stand against or contradict you.”
Mk 13:11b, “but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit.”

Mt 10:19b-20, “for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say.  For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.”

Explanation:
1.  “for I will give to you eloquence and wisdom,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire thought now reads: “Therefore, make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; for I will give to you eloquence and wisdom, because of which all those opposing you will not be able to stand against or contradict you.”


b.  Jesus is still teaching the four disciples (Peter, Andrew, James, and John) privately, and this certainly has application to them personally in the days, months and years that follow as described in Acts.  The subject “I” refers to Jesus Himself, but He will work through the ministry of the Holy Spirit as our mentor or Paraclete.  (Remember that the Lord Jesus Christ gave spiritual gifts to men and does so through the agency of the Holy Spirit, Eph 4:8, “Therefore, it [Ps 68] says, ‘When He ascended into heaven, He took captive prisoners of war; He gave gifts to men.’”)  The object “you” has a near fulfillment to the disciples/apostles of our Lord and a far fulfillment to the evangelists of the Tribulation and the two great witnesses of Rev 11.  Since this is a Jewish Age prophecy, it does not apply to the Church in general, though there have been wonderful examples of this principle in Christian history, such as Luther’s defense salvation through faith alone before His Catholic accusers.


c.  Jesus promises His communicators and defenders of the faith both eloquence and wisdom.  They will be able to articulate is simple thought and language the message of eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ.  God the Holy Spirit will bring into their memory all that needs to be said about what they believe.  And they will be able to describe God’s message and their belief with stuttering, without getting ‘tongue-tied’, and without misunderstanding or confusion.


d.  This will be a grace gift from the Lord and was clearly demonstrated by Paul in his various defenses of the faith before the Sanhedrin and Roman courts, including before Nero.  Acts 26:24-28, “Then, while he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice, ‘You’re out of your mind, Paul!  Your great learning is turning you into madness.’  Then Paul said, ‘I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I declare statements of truth and rationality.  For the king knows about these things, to whom I am also speaking freely; for I am persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has not been done in a corner.  King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets?  I know that you believe.’  Then Agrippa [replied] to Paul, ‘In a short time are you trying to persuade me for the purpose of making [me] a Christian?’”

2.  “because of which all those opposing you”

a.  Because of this God-given gift of eloquence and wisdom the opponents of the evangelists will not be able to compete with God’s spokesmen.


b.  There will be people opposing the disciples/apostles, which is clearly seen in the book of Acts.  In like manner Satan’s agents (the Antichrist and False Prophet of Israel) will oppose the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and the two great witnesses for Christ during the Tribulation.


c.  No unbeliever, regardless of how learned or eloquent will have the ability to refute the logic, truthfulness, and veracity of the witnesses for Christ.  All will be defeated by the eloquence and wisdom of the message of the gospel.

3.  “will not be able to stand against or contradict you.”

a.  To not be able to stand against means that the opponents of Christianity will lose every debate.  The truthfulness of the message of God cannot and will never be successfully opposed.  Satan, the most brilliant creature to come from the hand of God, has yet to be able to stand against the message of the gospel and he has opposed it with words, logic, deception, and even violence.  Nothing he has done or will ever do will successfully oppose or stand against the word of God.


b.  No amount of lies will stand against the truth.  The truth will always win.  The opponents of Christianity deny that it is a means of salvation (no salvation at all) or that it is not the only means of salvation.  The existence of billions of Christians has refuted this.  The resurrection of the Church will refute this.  The second advent of Christ will refute this.  The baptism of fire will refute this.  The millennial reign of Christ will refute this.  The last judgment will refute this.  And the lake of fire will seal this.


c.  All opposition to Christ will end in the lake of fire.


d.  Lk 12:11-12, “When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus offers a promise of provision in the midst of persecution: the ability to speak effectively in the face of opposition (earlier of Jesus doing this in Lk 13:17).  The reference to giving a mouth and wisdom explains why one need not think ahead about what to say.  Such provision recalls the promise to Moses (Ex 4:11–12, 15–16; Jer 1:9; Ezek 29:21; Acts 6:10).  Opponents will be left silent by the reply—just as Jesus left His opponents silent in Luke 20.  In the initial fulfillment of this promise, the disciples win respect under pressure (Acts 4:8–14; 7:54; 26:24–32).  If Luke makes any distinction between a general reference of provision versus the gift of the Spirit, it is to the Spirit’s special work of aiding the disciple in preaching, not to a special prophetic office.  This broad promise does not look at a special function given only to some.”


b.  “This promise is not an excuse for lazy preachers or Sunday School teachers who do not want to study!  Rather, it is an assurance to faithful witnesses that God will always give them the words they need when they need them.”


c.  “The record of Acts reveals how roundly the apostles were able to rebut all charges brought against them in their various trials.  They, indeed, led what to the world must have appeared to be a charmed existence; for they far more frequently escaped imprisonment than they were kept incarcerated, and even when imprisoned, the prisons could not hold them (Acts 12, 16).  The promise of a divinely inspired defense to the charges laid against them, a rebuttal which would confound and silence their enemies was fulfilled as those same passages in Acts which report their trials testify.”


d.  “They would not need to be worried about preparing speeches beforehand; in the hour of crisis Jesus himself will inspire them for bold and incontrovertible witness.  This saying plainly applies to Christians being suddenly arrested and brought to court, and doesn’t apply to preachers going peacefully to their pulpits with plenty of time to prepare their messages.”


e.  “Persecuted disciples would dazzle their interrogators with their wisdom—for example, Peter and John before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:13), Stephen before the Sanhedrin (Acts 6:10; 7:2–54), Paul before Agrippa (Acts 25:13–26:32), and Martin Niemoller before Hitler.”


f.  “Their opponents will find no words in which to answer and will be unable to refute what the disciples have advanced.”


g.  “If Jesus is able and ready to grant verbal inspiration to the disciples for their proper defense at court, then will He do less for the testimony of His written Word to all men and all ages?”


h.  “Adversaries will not be able to resist the eloquence or refute the wisdom of the disciples.”
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