John 1:1
Luke 21:13



 is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb APOBAINW, which means “to turn out; to lead to.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the dragging of the disciples/believers before civil authorities producing the action of leading to an opportunity for witnessing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”  The object “opportunity” is not stated in the Greek, but implied from the context of what is being said.  It is added for clarity because of the idiomatic nature of the Greek statement here.

“It will lead to [an opportunity] for you”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular noun MARTURION, which means “to testify” or “to provide evidence.”

“to testify.”
Lk 21:13 corrected translation
“It will lead to [an opportunity] for you to testify.”
Mk 13:9b, “and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them.”

Mt 10:18b, “and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.”
Explanation:
1.  “It will lead to [an opportunity] for you”

a.  The word “it” refers to being arrested, persecuted, being delivered over to religious and civil authorities, being put in prison, and being judged for ‘wrongdoing’, because you believe in Christ.


b.  Being arrested and brought before a judicial or religious court will provide the opportunity or chance for these apostles, disciples, and other believers to present the gospel publicly to everyone listening.  This is a grace opportunity and a great opportunity to evangelize those who need to hear the message of salvation through faith in Jesus.


c.  Notice that Satan intends our arrest, persecution, and judgment for evil, but God intends it for divine good.  Satan wants us dead, and God wants everyone who hears us to have eternal life.


d.  The dative of advantage in the personal pronoun SU = for you, indicates that this situation and opportunity is for our advantage.  How is this so?  Our reward will be great in heaven for all eternity.  Lk 6:22-23a, “You are blessed when men hate you, and exclude you, and insult you, and expel your person as evil, because of the Son of Man.  Rejoice in that day and leap, for behold, your reward [is] great in heaven.”
2.  “to testify.”

a.  Our opportunity is to testify before the court of law or religious court, but this is also testimony in the Supreme Court of Heaven against Satan.  We are all witnesses for Christ, both during our life on earth and in heaven against Satan.


b.  Our testimony or witness is that we believe in the unconditional love of God and His promise of eternal salvation and eternal life.  Satan says that God is lying about this promise, because He is only a God of hate, revenge and cruel justice.  Satan says this because he and the angels that followed him have been condemned to an eternal lake of fire.  God has promised forgiveness and salvation from this fate, which Satan and the fallen angels rejected.  Now we are witnesses against Satan in the appeal of his sentence.  Human history is Satan’s appeal trial.  He is appealing his judgment to the lake of fire.  He brings his unbelieving witnesses before the Supreme Court of Heaven and we testify for the Lord Jesus Christ as witnesses of His love and faithfulness.


c.  Therefore, no believer should ever think that their life doesn’t matter; for every believer is a witness for Christ against Satan.  And each witness is just as valuable in the testimony against Satan as every other witness.  We have equal privilege and equal opportunity to be witnesses for our Lord Jesus Christ against Satan.  And not only do we witness by our lives, but we also have the opportunity to witness with our verbal testimony both in the evangelization of others and when given the opportunity to testify in a religious and civil court.


d.  This obviously had near application for believers as described in detail in Acts, but it will also be applied worldwide during the Tribulation.  The obvious examples there are the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation plus the two ‘witnesses’ (Moses and Elijah) described in Rev 11.


e.  Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  Furthermore you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, even to the end [remotest part] of the earth.’”


f.  Acts 9:15-16, “However, the Lord said to him [Ananias], ‘Go, for this man [Saul of Tarsus] is My chosen instrument, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer because of My name [person].’”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The persecution provides an opportunity ‘for testimony’ and leads to the public proclamation of Jesus.  The disciples will be placed before religious and civic leaders to explain their commitment to Jesus.  Jesus explains why the disciples need not worry when they are arrested, for this should not surprise them.  God knows and sees their testimony.”


b.  “Times of suffering provide opportunities for witness.  The Apostles made good use of the witness stand when they were arrested and taken before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4–5), and Christ’s servants and martyrs down through the centuries have followed their example.”


c.  “Jesus’ words refer not only to the situation which would confront the disciples before the fall of Jerusalem but also to what will confront believers during the time of the Great Tribulation.  The same kinds of persecution would be present at both times.  The persecution the original disciples would experience was a precursor to the ultimate persecution which future disciples would undergo.”


d.  “The terseness of verse 13 leaves room for ambiguity of meaning, with the two best options being: (1) When Jesus’ followers find themselves in situations like those foretold, this is a testimony (= proof) to them that events are unfolding as He had predicted; and (2) When the disciples find themselves on trial, they should see this as an occasion to bear witness to the faith.  Within this context, the latter option is preferable.”


e.  “In context, this preaching will be carried out before officials of all nations, indicating virtually universal persecution and proclamation.”


f.  “The prediction of being brought before rulers and kings in verse 13 is fulfilled repeatedly in Acts, for Peter and John seized this opportunity in the early days of the Church and preached to the leaders of the Jewish nation (Acts 4).  Paul was still using this same circumstance to testify a quarter of a century later (Acts 21–28).  Furthermore, Paul testified before Caesar before Jerusalem fell (Acts 23:11).  So the apostles are clearly attested as testifying before the rulers of the Jews, before Roman governors, before Jewish kings, and even before Caesar.  They most literally testified to Christ before rulers and kings, from vassal kings to the highest earthly authority of the day—and all this happened before Jerusalem fell, just as our Lord had prophesied.”
  The same thing will occur in the Tribulation before the fall of Jerusalem (which is saved from ‘falling’ by the return of Christ).

g.  “Their testimony was not to their innocence, but to the truth of the Gospel.”
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