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 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the preposition PRO plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS and the adjective PAS, meaning “before all these things.”  Next we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb EPIBALLW, which means “to lay on; to put on.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “on you” and referring to believers.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their hands.”

“However, before all these things, they will lay their hands on you”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural future active indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to persecute.”
  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.  The direct object “you” is not found in the Greek, because it was so obvious from the previous use of SU that the Greeks did not need to repeat it.  It could be translated “they will lay their hands on and persecute you.”

“and will persecute [you],”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what will occur at that future time.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Again the object “[you]” is so obvious and has already been stated with the result that the Greeks did not repeat it.  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning “to the synagogues.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative feminine plural noun PHULAKĒ, meaning “prisons.”

“delivering [you] over to the synagogues and prisons,”
 is the accusative masculine second person plural present passive participle of the verb APAGW, which means “to be led away; to be brought (as a legal technical term).”


The present tense is a descriptive present.


The passive voice indicates that believers will receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural noun BASILEUS, meaning “before kings.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural noun HĒGEMWN, meaning “governors” as the technical term for the ruler of a Roman province, such as Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:1).  Finally, we have the preposition HENEKA plus the ablative of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning, “because of My name/person; on account of My name/person; or for the sake of My name/person.”

“being brought before kings and governors because of My person.”
Lk 21:12 corrected translation
“However, before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering [you] over to the synagogues and prisons, being brought before kings and governors because of My person.”
Mk 13:9, “But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, before all these things, they will lay their hands on you,”

a.  The Lord continues with a contrast to the events that will occur during the seven years of the Tribulation and a description of other events that will precede the Tribulation and also continue throughout the Tribulation.


b.  The phrase “these things” refers to nation rising up against nation and kingdom against kingdom, great earthquakes, famines and diseases, fearful events and great signs from heaven.  The preposition “before” is a reference to time rather than a reference to degree or magnitude.  Before the wars, revolutions, earthquakes, famines, diseases, etc., “they” are going to arrest the disciples/other Jewish believers and persecute them.  The near fulfillment of this is what the leadership of Israel will do to the apostles and other believers prior to the fall of Jerusalem.  This is fulfilled in the martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 8) and in the martyrdom of James (Acts 13).  This is also fulfilled in the persecution that Saul of Tarsus against any Christian he could find.


c.  “Laying hands on someone” is a technical legal term for physically seizing and arresting someone and then bringing them to trial.  The far fulfillment of this will occur during the Tribulation, when the False Prophet of Israel will seek to arrest Jewish believers and have them imprisoned and killed.  This will occur as a part of his conspiracy with the Antichrist.  Believers will be arrested and killed in the streets—we have the two witnesses of Tribulation as an example of this.

2.  “and will persecute [you],”

a.  The persecution included the arrest of the believer, the seizure of his home, property, money, etc., physical and mental torture and abuse, ending in his/her death.  Satan’s plan is to attempt to find and annihilate every believer on the face of the earth.  It is the final, great holocaust of history.

b.  Has this type of persecution occurred during the Church Age?  Yes, absolutely it has.  We only need look at the European wars between Protestants and Catholics to find examples.  However, Jesus’ prophecy is only dealing with two periods of history where this applies specifically to Jewish believers: (1) the forty years from the death of Jesus until the destruction of Jerusalem and (2) the seven years of the Tribulation.  Jesus is speaking to Jewish believers about what Jewish leaders will do to them in the near future and the far future.
3.  “delivering [you] over to the synagogues and prisons,”

a.  Notice that this applies to Jews being delivered over to Jewish officials in charge of the synagogues!  This has no application to Gentile believers during the period from 40-70 A.D.  The Jewish leadership (represented by the actions of Saul) were after Jewish Christians.  They had no authority over Gentile Christians to arrest them or put them in prison.  The only thing Jewish synagogue leaders could do about Gentile Christians was complain to the Gentile authorities about them stirring up the crowds and ‘causing trouble’, that is, not maintaining the PAX ROMANA = the ‘peace of Rome’.


b.  Jewish believers were seized for being ‘Christians’, brought before the Jewish leaders of the synagogues, tried for ‘blasphemy’ (believing that Jesus was divine and the Messiah), excommunicated, which meant that all their finances and property were seized by the synagogue (which served as the local bank), they lost their job, no one was allowed to talk to them, buy from or sell to them, or have any social contact with them.  And if that didn’t convince them to change their mind about their belief in Jesus, they were arrested and thrown in prison, where they were left to starve to death or die of illness.  None of this could happen to a Roman citizen (whether Jew or Gentile) as Paul so clearly points out in his defense.


c.  This was Satan’s plan to destroy Christianity at its inception and it will be his plan to destroy Christianity at the beginning of the Tribulation.  Remember that the Tribulation begins with no believers on earth; for the entire Church is resurrected and taken to heaven for evaluation and reward.  That event will stimulate 144,000 Jews to believe in Christ and begin the evangelization of the world.  While these Jewish evangelists are convincing unbelievers worldwide that Jesus truly is the Messiah and Son of God, Satan and his agents (the Antichrist and False Prophet [the dictator of Israel]) will be working to round up, arrest, and kill as many of these new believers as possible.

4.  “being brought before kings and governors because of My person.”

a.  The apostles and other believers would be brought before Gentile kings and governors.  For example, Paul was brought before the Roman governors Festus, Felix, Sergius Paulus, the governors in Ephesus and Corinth, as well as before the Emperor Nero.  We know from the Christian historian Eusebius and from other extra-biblical writings (e.g. Pliny the Younger) that the same thing occurred to everyday Christians.  Not only did this occur as described in Acts, but the far fulfillment is the repetition of this abuse in the Tribulation.


b.  Finally, Jesus states the reason why all this persecution and abuse will occur to Jewish believers.  It will take place because of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Greek word ONOMA means both ‘name’ and ‘person’.  A person’s ‘name’ denoted their ‘person’ and a ‘person’ was described by their ‘name’.  The two ideas were inseparable in Greek and Hebrew thinking.  A person was what their name said they were.  Jewish unbelievers hated Jesus because people called Him “Lord” and “Christ.”  They also hated the title “Son of God” being applied to Him.  But they also hated His person.  They hated Him as a person and not just because of the names people gave to Him or associated with Him.  It is hatred of the person of Jesus that motivates Satan in all his activities.  Satan doesn’t hate Jesus because He has the common name “Jesus.”  He hates Jesus because of Who and What Jesus is—the Son of God and Savior of the world, as well as his Judge.  Therefore, Jewish believers will be persecuted and martyred in the future as they were in the past because their association and relationship with the person or our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus now describes something that precedes these ‘non-end’ [not yet the end] events: persecution.  He seems to make the point that persecution is the Church’s [Jewish believers, not the Church; these four disciples knew nothing about the ‘Church’ yet] short-term destiny.  Pursuit and arrest will be the fate of the disciples.  They will end up in a variety of hostile settings with the opportunity to defend their confession.  They will be delivered up to synagogues (Acts 8:3; 12:4; 21:11; 22:4; 27:1; 28:17), where they will face examination over minor issues and may well face beatings.  They will face prison as part of responding to more serious charges.  The Book of Acts will note much persecution of the early church, which did not abate after the church’s first generation.  Some regard these initial descriptions as applying to Jewish settings, so that the following reference to kings and governors points to Gentiles; but this is not clearly supported by the historical data. Paul ended up in Roman prisons, and the other apostles ended up before Jewish rulers (Acts 4:3; 5:18; 12:1; 18:12; 21:27; 24:1–2; 25:8; 26:1).  The contrast is better seen as one between religious authorities and civil authorities without regard to nationality.  Jesus mentions that the persecution will eventually bring the disciples before (Acts 23:17) political rulers: kings and governors.  All of this trouble is “for the sake of Jesus’ name,” a phrase that dominates the Book of Acts (17 times in Acts; plus Jn 15:21; 1 Pet 4:14, 16; 3 Jn 7; Rev 2:3) and shows Jesus’ central position and the importance of allegiance in God’s plan.  Disciples will be identified with Jesus and will have to stand up for Hm.”


b.  “There will be religious persecution, both official and personal.  There has been religious persecution ever since Cain killed Abel.  Jesus promised that His people would suffer (Jn 15:18–16:4, 32–33), and that promise holds true today (2 Tim 3:12).  But the persecution in the end times will be much more severe and many will give their lives for Christ.  We must remember that when we are persecuted, we suffer for His name’s sake, and this is a high honor (Acts 5:41).  It is not important what people say about our names, but it is important that the name of Christ be glorified.”


c.  “Jesus said that persecution of believers would be common and severe.  The disciples did undergo persecution by the authorities (Acts 2–4).  Because of Jesus’ prediction, it seems that His words in verses 12–17 refer not only to the situation which would confront the disciples before the fall of Jerusalem but also to what will confront believers during the time of the Great Tribulation (verses 25–36).  The same kinds of persecution would be present at both times—imprisonment, betrayal, and hatred.  The persecution the original disciples would experience was a precursor to the ultimate persecution which future disciples would undergo.”


d.  “The apposition of both ‘kings and governors’ and ‘synagogues and prisons’ foretells the persecution of Jesus’ followers among Jews as well as among Gentiles. In Acts, it is before Jerusalem officials, a Herodian king, and Roman governors, as well as local authorities, that the first witnesses, and especially Paul, are arraigned.  In the Roman world, persons might be imprisoned for a variety of ends, including the precautionary imprisonment of persons to ensure their appearance at a trial but also as a form of punishment.  Among local Jewish communities, synagogues exercised religious disciplinary acts in order to eliminate alien elements.”


e.  “Synagogues were the local places of public assembly and thus provided the natural place for hearings and public discipline.  Sometimes discipline was administered in the form of flogging; under second-century rules, this meant thirteen harsh strokes on the breast and twenty-six on the back.  Prisons were usually holding places until a trial rather than places of punishment; punishments included execution, enslavement, banishment, confiscation of property and so forth.”


f.  “Acts clearly attests the persecution of verse 12, as do secular historians, who, for instance, report the martyrdom of James, the Lord’s half-brother and human author of the epistle by that name, during a period of intense persecution of the Church.  This prophecy was fulfilled literally and in exacting detail before the destruction of Jerusalem.  The prediction of being brought before rulers and kings is fulfilled repeatedly in Acts, for Peter and John seized this opportunity in the early days of the Church and preached to the leaders of the Jewish nation (Acts 4).  Paul was still using this same circumstance to testify a quarter of a century later (Acts 21–28).  Furthermore, Paul testified before Caesar before Jerusalem fell (Acts 23:11).  So the apostles are clearly attested as testifying before the rulers of the Jews, before Roman governors, before Jewish kings, and even before Caesar.  They most literally testified to Christ before rulers and kings, from vassal kings to the highest earthly authority of the day—and all this happened before Jerusalem fell, just as our Lord had prophesied.”


g.  “His disciples would face religious persecution—ironically, at the hands of the local Sanhedrin and synagogues that should have been havens for them.  They would also suffer under the secular state and bear powerful witness.  This persecution would mean their forced dispersion, and thus the gospel would be preached to the Gentiles, fulfilling prophecy.”
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