John 1:1
Luke 21:11



 is the postpositive coordinating conjunction TE, which is used with DE, when a sequence of events is being described.  It is translated “and.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun SEISMOS, meaning “earthquakes” and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great.”

“and great earthquakes”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition KATA plus the accusative of extension of place from the masculine plural noun TOPOS, meaning “in place after place.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural nouns LIMOS, meaning “famines” and the noun LOIMOS, meaning “pestilences, plagues, or diseases” with an additive KAI, meaning “and.”  Next we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (famines and diseases) producing the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and in place after place there will be famines and diseases;”
 is the postpositive coordinating conjunction TE, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural verb PHOBĒTRON, meaning “fearful events; terrors.”
  The verb governing this clause is at the end of the verse.

“and there will be fearful events”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the ablative of origin from the preposition APO plus the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun SĒMEION plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great signs.”  Finally, we have another third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there will be.”  The morphology is the same as with the previous use of EIMI.

“and great signs from heaven.”
Lk 21:11 corrected translation
“and there will be great earthquakes and in place after place famines and diseases; and there will be fearful events and great signs from heaven.”
Mk 13:8b, “there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines.”

Mt 24:7b, “and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.”
Explanation:
1.  “and there will be great earthquakes”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “‘Nation will be raised up against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be great earthquakes and in place after place famines and diseases; and there will be fearful events and great signs from heaven.”


b.  Jesus adds that in the future there will be great earthquakes.  This is clearly described in:



(1)  Rev 6:12, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.”



(2)  Rev 8:5, “And then the angel took the incense censer and he filled it with the fire from the altar and he threw [it] to the earth; and then peals of thunder and noises and flashes of lightning and an earthquake occurred.”



(3)  Rev 11:13, “And within that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.  And seven thousand people of mankind were killed by means of the earthquake, and the others [survivors] were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.”



(4)  Rev 11:19, “And then the temple of God which is in the heaven was opened.  And the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple.  And then there occurred flashes of lightning and noises and peals of thunders and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.”



(5)  Rev 16:18, “And then there were lightnings and noises and thunders; also there was a great earthquake, such as has not occurred since mankind began to be on the earth, so great an earthquake, so large [extensive, powerful, and intense].”


c.  There are earthquakes everyday all over the earth, most of which are hardly felt by anyone.  But the earthquakes mentioned here are called “great,” which describes the events mentioned in Revelation.  The great Tribulation will be characterized by great wars and by great earthquakes.  There will be earthquakes throughout human history, but nothing like the great earthquakes of the Tribulation.

2.  “and in place after place famines and diseases;”

a.  Jesus then adds another dramatic characteristic of the Tribulation.  There will be famines in place after place.  There will be massive crop failures world wise.  The result of these massive famines will be the slow death of masses of people all over the earth.  There have been isolated famines in human history, but there have never been famines in ‘place after place’ throughout the earth.  This only occurs in the Tribulation.  The cause of this is described in the book of Revelation.



(1)  Rev 6:8, “Then I looked, and behold, [there was] a grey horse, and the one sitting on it, his name [was] ‘Death’.  In fact Hades was following along with him.  Furthermore, authority was given to them over a fourth of the [population of the] earth, to kill with the sword [warfare] and with famine and with fatal illness and by the wild animals of the earth.”



(2)  Rev 8:7, “And then the first one sounded [his] trumpet; and there occurred hail and fire having been mixed with blood, and it was thrown to the earth; and one-third of the land was destroyed by fire, that is, a third of the trees were burned up and all the green grasses.”



(3)  Rev 18:8, “Therefore in one day her plagues [judgments] will come, death and grief and famine.  Furthermore she will be consumed by fire, because omnipotent [is] the Lord God who judged her.”


b.  Famine leads to disease.  Without food the body’s defense mechanisms against disease are reduced to the point that people beginning getting sick all over the world.



(1)  Rev 2:23, “Furthermore, I will kill her children [followers] by means of fatal illness.”



(2)  Rev 6:8, “Then I looked, and behold, [there was] a grey horse, and the one sitting on it, his name [was] ‘Death’.  In fact Hades was following along with him.  Furthermore, authority was given to them over a fourth of the [population of the] earth, to kill with the sword [warfare] and with famine and with fatal illness and by the wild animals of the earth.”


c.  These diseases may or may not be diseases common to man as we now know them.  The point is that they will be out of control.  They are going to leave people weak and vulnerable throughout the world.  We have seen this occur on a small scale or only located in general areas in the past (like the black death plague in Europe in the Middle Ages), but we have never seen worldwide diseases, killing people all over the earth at the same time.

3.  “and there will be fearful events”

a.  Jesus adds that there will be fearful, frightful, terrifying events that affect the whole world.  Some of these events are mentioned in Revelation as well.



(1)  Rev 6:12-14, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.  And meteors from heaven fell into the earth, like a fig tree drops its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind.  Furthermore the atmosphere disappeared like a scroll when it is being rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.”



(2)  Rev 7:1-2, “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, in order that the wind should not blow on the land nor on the sea nor against any tree.  And then I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun [the east], having the seal of the Living God, and calling out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was given to them to damage the land and the sea,”



(3)  Rev 8:7, “And then the first one sounded [his] trumpet; and there occurred hail and fire having been mixed with blood, and it was thrown to the earth; and one-third of the land was destroyed by fire, that is, a third of the trees were burned up and all the green grasses.”



(4)  Rev 8:8-12, “And then the second angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And something like a great mountain being burned with fire was thrown into the sea.  And a third of the sea became blood.  And then a third of the creatures in the sea, the ones having life, died; also a third of the ships were destroyed.  And then the third angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a great meteor fell from the heaven [stellar space], burning like a lamp; and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.  And the name of the meteor is called ‘Wormwood’.  And then a third of the waters became wormwood [bitter = polluted]; and many of the human race died by the waters because they were poisoned.  And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, that a third of them might be darkened, and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”


b.  The apostles and all other believers will be protected from these events.  But unbelievers will be terrified beyond anything yet seen on earth.  Nothing of this magnitude occurred in Israel or in the Roman Empire from 30-70 A.D.  There were local famines and local diseases and even local events that terrorized people such as an earthquake or volcano, but there were no worldwide terrifying events as will occur in the Tribulation.

4.  “and great signs from heaven.”

a.  We can again appeal to Rev 6:12-14 for explanation of this prophecy, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.  And meteors from heaven fell into the earth, like a fig tree drops its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind.  Furthermore the atmosphere disappeared like a scroll when it is being rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.”


b.  Rev 8:10-12, “And then the third angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a great meteor fell from the heaven [stellar space], burning like a lamp; and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.  And the name of the meteor is called ‘Wormwood’.  And then a third of the waters became wormwood [bitter = polluted]; and many of the human race died by the waters because they were poisoned.  And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, that a third of them might be darkened, and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”


c.  The greatest sign in heaven will be the supernatural darkness that covers the earth on the day of the second advent of Christ.  On that day there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire face of the earth.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.



(1)  Zech 14:6, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”



(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it [Jerusalem] in that day [Second Advent] like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress [among the invading armies], even the light is darkened by its clouds.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.



(3)  Isa 13:9‑10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be dark when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds [the clouds that block out the light] and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.



(5)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow the trumpet of Zion and sound an alarm on My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people [the invading armies]; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  Joel 2:10‑11, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”  The royal family and elect angels are behind Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.



(6)  Zech 14:7, “For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord [God the Father], not day, not night; but it will come to pass at the time of the evening there will be light.”  There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies.



(7)  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration, Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline].”



(8)  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”



(9)  Ezek 32:7‑8, “‘And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will not give its light.  All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken over you and will set darkness on your land,’ declares the Lord God.”



(10)  Amos 5:18, “Alas, you who are longing for the day of the Lord; for what purpose will the day of the Lord be to you?  It will be darkness and not light.”


(11)  Mt 24:29.  “The sun will be darkened; the moon will not reflect its light; and the stars will fall from heaven.”



(12)  Joel 3:14b-15, “For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.  The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Beyond false claims about Messiah and social chaos, a third class of signs are not the end: physical signs in the universe—earthquakes, famines, pestilences, and other terrors and signs from heaven.  The language about earthquakes specifically recalls the wording of Ezek 38:19, but the image is common in prophetic and apocalyptic literature (Isa. 5:13–14; 13:6–16; Hag. 2:6–7; Zech. 14:4; Rev. 6:8, 12; 8:5; 11:13, 19; 16:18).  phobētron = terrors refers to a terrible, horrific sight.  The picture is of natural tragedy and physical disturbances on all sides.  With these are heavenly cosmic displays, causing people to speculate about what is happening.  This image also has rich OT background (Jer 4:13–22; 14:12; 21:6–7; Ezek 14:21).  When placed alongside the other things Jesus mentions in Lk 21:7–11, a portrait emerges of a world in great chaos.  The chaos itself is not, however, a sign of the end.  In fact, other events must still precede even these events, as Lk 21:12–19 makes clear.”


b.  “Jesus said that wars, earthquakes, pestilences, and famines by themselves are not signs of His soon return.  These things have been going on throughout the history of the world.  However, during the first half of the Tribulation, these events will multiply and intensify.”


c.  “These events do not fit between Jesus’ day and the fall of Jerusalem.  These fearful events and great signs from heaven refer to the Great Tribulation which will precede the return of the Lord to the earth.”


d.  “During the years between Christ’s death and the destruction of the temple, there was a terrible earthquake in Laodicea, Vesuvius buried Pompeii, and there was a famine in Rome itself.  These events did not mean the end of all things.  Neither would it mean the end if California fell into the sea and you could sail to Hawaii from Las Vegas!  But sadly, with the rise of every war and earthquake there comes an increase of false christs who say they have the answer.  Toss in ‘fearful events and great signs from heaven’ and people can be led into incredible absurdities.  We must never allow ourselves to interpret the tumultuous events of life as meaning it is all over.”


e.  Again Mills sees none of this applying to the Tribulation, but only applying to events prior to the fall of Jerusalem.  He could not be more wrong.
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