John 1:1
Luke 21:10



 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, which means “Then,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He continued saying.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus continued producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the person use of the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the four disciples.

“Then He continued saying to them,”
 is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised up; to be lifted up.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that nations will receive the action of being raised up against other nations.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “Nation.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of (hostile) relationship from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “against nation.”

“‘Nation will be raised up against nation”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, meaning “kingdom.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of (hostile) relationship from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “against kingdom.”

“and kingdom against kingdom,”
Lk 21:10 corrected translation
“Then He continued saying to them, ‘Nation will be raised up against nation and kingdom against kingdom,”
Mk 13:8a, “For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;”

Mt 24:7a, “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He continued saying to them,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the four disciples (and by extension all future believers) as He sits on the Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem and the temple.


b.  This short break in the narrative of Jesus is Luke’s way of showing that there is more to come about the things that must take place first.  It also may indicate a jump in time from the immediate future of Israel to the future situation of Israel during the Tribulation.  This may be Luke’s way of telling his readers that Jesus paused here in His teaching to indicate the great intercalation into human history of the Church Age.  The Lord has just mentioned that believers will hear of wars and insurrections (revolutions), which will continue throughout the continuing course of history.  Now He will elaborate on the things that will take place at the end of the Jewish Age, that is, during the seven-year period of Tribulation prior to His return.
2.  “‘Nation will be raised up against nation”

a.  The tribulation will be characterized by wars between nations.  This phrase (‘nation will be raised up against nation;) refers to international wars.  All the historical hatreds that nations have for each other will all be ignited and burn during the tribulation.  For example, Israel and the Arab nations surrounding her; France and Germany; Germany and Russia; Britain and Germany; China and Japan; India and China, etc.  There will be hot wars all over the earth.  Everyone will be at war with each other.


b.  Notice the passive voice of the verb.  Nation ‘will be raised up’, which indicates that someone else is the protagonist causing this action to take place.  That ‘someone’ is none other than Satan and his agent, the Antichrist.  These wars will be prodded along by the man of sin and his mentor, the devil.  Satan wants the annihilation of human life on earth, so that Jesus returns to deliver no one, which makes God a liar regarding His promise of deliverance to Israel.  Satan hates the human race and desperately seeks to wipe it out during the tribulation.  The only problem is that he is incapable of attaining his objective.  Satan uses people to achieve his objective, but unfortunately for him, people are limited in their ability to carry out his plan.  After a while people run out of the will to fight and kill.  They get tired, bored, afraid, confused, and many other things, which cause them to lose their will to continue the slaughter.

3.  “and kingdom against kingdom,”

a.  Kingdoms are smaller geographical areas than nations.  There can be several kingdoms within a nation.  For example, prior to 1870 Germany was made up of dozens of kingdoms.  These kingdoms were consolidated into the country we now know as Germany in 1870 under one ‘king’ (Kaiser Wilhelm).


b.  Jesus’ point here is that there will big wars between nations and there will also be little wars between smaller geographical entities or kingdoms.  A simple example of this is the ongoing battle between the Scottish and English kingdoms during the 13th Century A.D.


c.  Once the resurrection of the Church takes place, people everywhere will begin fighting with each other on small scales and larger scales.  This will continue throughout the three and one half year period of the first half the tribulation.  The man of sin, also known as the Antichrist, will consolidate his power as the king of the West and come into conflict with the king of the North, who has attacked the king of the South.  In the meantime the kings of the East are heading toward the Middle East, which ends up in Israel being surrounded on all sides by armies that seek her annihilation.  This will consummate in the last great war of human history.  The Lord Jesus Christ returns at this point to deliver Israel by destroying these four kings and their armies.


d.  Rev 6:4, “And then another, a fiery red horse went out, and to the one sitting on it [authority] was given to him to take peace from the earth; that is, in order that they will slaughter each other; in fact, a great sword was given to him.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The social chaos is described in terms of national division, indicated by a pair of terms referring to the same thing.  International opposition will appear, but this is not the end.”


b.  “Ancient prophecy teachers usually listed these events among the signs of the end; the end was often portrayed as preceded by great sufferings or a final war.  Jesus says that instead these events characterize normal life until the end.”


c.  Mills discusses the strife between Israel and Rome from 30-70 A.D., but does not make any mention of this statement applying to the Tribulation.  This portion of Jesus’ prophecy has barely any application to the situation in Palestine from 30-70 A.D., but has great application during the seven year period of the Tribulation.


d.  “The disciples were not to be tempted to despair amid the terrible human conflict and cosmic disasters which would precede the end.”


e.  “Will Durant wrote: ‘War is one of the constants of history, and has not diminished with civilization and democracy.  In the last 3,421 years of recorded history only 268 have seen no war.’”
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