John 1:1
Luke 21:1


 is the continuative/transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ANABLEPW, which means “to look up.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after looking up.”

“Then, after looking up,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: He saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the double accusative of the person(s) from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb BALLW, which means “to cast, throw; to put.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jewish worshippers were producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun GAZOPHULAKION, which means “into the treasury.”

“He saw…putting into the treasury”
 is the double accusative of the thing from the neuter plural article and noun DWRON, meaning “the offerings; gifts.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PLOUSIOS, meaning “the rich, wealthy.”
“their gifts the rich.”
Lk 21:1 corrected translation
“Then, after looking up, He saw the rich putting their offerings into the treasury.”
Mk 12:41, “And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then, after looking up,”

a.  Luke transitions us to the next event that occurred that day in the Jerusalem Temple grounds.  Jesus is still the subject producing the action.  We find Him looking down at the ground, perhaps pondering what the next verbal challenge will be now that He has defeated Satan’s surrogates—the Sadducees, Pharisees, and scribes.

b.  We are not told why Jesus was looking down or had His head down.  Perhaps He was thanking the Father for helping Him weather these constant verbal and intellectual assaults.  Whatever the reason for His head being bowed, He now looks up to see what is going on before Him.
2.  “He saw the rich putting their offerings into the treasury”

a.  The thing that draws our Lord’s attention is the rich putting their offerings (monetary gifts) into one of the thirteen trumpet shaped receptacles that were designed to funnel the metal coins into the Temple treasury.  “According to Mishnah, Shekalim 6.5 there were 13 such receptacles in the temple in the form of trumpets.”
  “Each of the ‘trumpets’ were inscribed with the purpose to which the money put into them was to be devoted.”


b.  The temple treasury was the Bank of Israel, but these people were not making deposits into their savings accounts.  They were paying their temple tax (one shekel per year) or their yearly tithe for the maintenance of the Levitical priesthood or their tithe in support of the poor every third year.  All the gifts were monetary gifts and all the money was made of coins rather than paper money.


c.  Jesus observed what the people were doing for a short period of time and then had something to say about it. 
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus had taken His seat, after the debate was over and the Sanhedrin had slunk away in sheer defeat, ‘over against the treasury’ (Mk 12:41).  He was watching the rich put in their gifts as a slight diversion from the intense strain [this is speculation] of the hours before.”


b.  “Jesus’ position beside the temple allows Him to observe a succession of rich contributors who come and deposit their coins.  These receptacles are described in some detail in the Mishnah.  Thirteen trumpet-shaped receptacles in the temple forecourt by the Court of Women served to collect freewill offerings that were used to underwrite temple worship.  The contributions of the rich are but the starting point for the contrast, as the next verse will make clear when a poor widow steps up to toss in her two, seemingly insignificant coins.”


c.  “Just as Jesus indicts the religious leadership for consuming the homes of widows, so now He laments the travesty of a religious system that has as its effect the devouring of this widow’s livelihood.  Note that in no way does Luke suggest that Jesus finds the widow’s action exemplary or praiseworthy.  How could he, when the religious system was supposed to care for such as these, not render them utterly destitute?  Jesus’ mission is to bring good news to the poor, including this widow, not to impoverish the poor even further.”


d.  “This is a remarkable glimpse of the only perfect man ever.  What other man could have vouchsafed this gracious concern over so trivial a matter on so momentous a day?  His life’s work, a work anticipated since before time began, has just been terminated on the most unfortunate note; He sits to rest, but His love for the individual is as constant as ever, in no way diminished by mankind’s sinful and unreasonable handling of Him.  This scene is baffling, for there is no evidence of the concern and apprehension the momentous events of this final day of public ministry should have evoked in man.  One has the same bewilderment at the birth of Jesus as at the demise of His ministry.  Man is oblivious to spiritual issues.  The temple treasury had brass horns which led to strongboxes at their base and money cast into these horns made them sound like a bell!  Emptying one’s pockets of small change made a spectacular clatter!”


e.  “We should not assume that Jesus disapproved of all the offerings of the wealthy.  Very likely there were some who had noble motivations.  But Jesus also saw much that displeased Him.  Public giving, such as this setting required, promotes self-conscious ostentation.  The huge Passover crowds and the public display made possible by the thirteen trumpets created an opportunity for outrageous preening and posturing.  Imagine the hush that came over the crowd when a notable person approached, perhaps with an offering too heavy to carry himself, and the audible gasp as the shekels crashed into the brass trumpets.  Can you see the pious countenances of the rich givers, their satisfied, restrained ‘see if you can top that’ expressions?  The ability to give on a scale that is not possible for others can produce a delusion of superiority and spiritual safety.  Such people can develop a sense of intrinsic goodness, when in actuality they are evil.”
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