John 1:1
Luke 20:46



 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb PROSECHW, which means “to Beware of”
 with the preposition APO plus the objective genitive of the masculine plural article and noun GRAMMATEUS following, which means “of the scribes.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which describes the continuous action expected of the disciples.


The Lord’s disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“‘Beware of the scribes,”
 is the appositional genitive from the masculine plural article, used as a relative pronoun plus the genitive masculine plural present active participle of the verb THELW, which means “to wish, want, will, or desire.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun and is translated “who.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally or typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that the scribes produce this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the present active infinitive of the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk around.”


The present tense is a customary present.


The active voice indicates that the scribes desire to produce this action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning/action of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun STOLĒ, meaning “in long robes.”

“who desire to walk around in long robes,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive masculine plural present active participle of the verb PHILEW, which means “to love.”  The morphology is the same as the previous participle.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ASPASMOS, which means “greetings.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun AGORA, meaning “in the marketplaces.”

“and love greetings in the marketplaces,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PRWTOKATHEDRIA, which means “the chief-seats.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning means “in the synagogues.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PRWTOKLISIA, meaning “places of honor.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun DEIPNON, meaning “at formal-dinners.”

“and chief-seats in the synagogues and places of honor at formal-dinners,”
Lk 20:46 corrected translation
“‘Beware of the scribes, who desire to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces, and chief-seats in the synagogues and places of honor at formal-dinners,”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Beware of the scribes,”

a.  Jesus begins this short teaching of His disciples (and the people in the temple area who are also listening to Him) with a direct warning regarding the scribes.  Those who follow Jesus are to be wary of the scribes.  This means to be careful, when around the scribes.  But be careful of what?  By analyzing the rest of this sentence, we see that the Lord didn’t want His disciples (or us) to become like them in their attitude of superiority or their pompous, self-righteous behavior.


b.  The scribes were the legal experts in the Law, the rules and regulations of Jewish religious life.  They were the ‘know-it-alls’.  Each religious or political party in Israel had their legal experts, who could cite Scripture and defend their attitudes and behavior based upon the teachings of their scribes.  The scribes today would be comparable to professors of theology at major seminaries (comparable to their knowledge, not necessarily their attitude or behavior).


c.  Jesus was not warning His disciples to beware of becoming intellectual experts in the word of God; for we should all be intellectual experts in the word of God.  But He was warning them not to develop the attitudes and behaviors of the scribes, because of their intellectual religious expertise.

2.  “who desire to walk around in long robes,”

a.  Then Jesus describes a list of behaviors and attitudes that characterized the scribes, and which were to be avoided by those who followed Jesus.


b.  First, we have both an attitude and a behavior combined.  The attitude was the love to be seen by others and known by others to be an intellectual religious ‘giant’ based on how one dressed.  The long, flowing robe was a sign of intellectual prowess and expertise, which is still seen today at all college graduations in which the professors dress in long, flowing, black robes with their various colored scarves, depicting their degree of learning.


c.  Their dress reflects their lust to be seen and admired by others for their intellectual accomplishments.  Their approbation lust seeks to be admired by others.

3.  “and love greetings in the marketplaces,”

a.  Following on their desire to be seen and admired by others is the further desire to be respected and acknowledged by others.  Greetings in the marketplaces were not the short ‘Good Morning’ and then passing on by the person.  On the contrary, these greetings were long, drawn out affairs, acknowledging the person’s greatness, ability, social standing, etc.  Praise and adulation were heaped on the person with great fanfare.


b.  The attitude problem is described by the word ‘love’.  This was love of approbation and attention from others.  The scribes sought out constant praise and approval from others.  They loved to be fawned over and flattered by others.

4.  “and chief-seats in the synagogues and places of honor at formal-dinners,”

a.  Jesus continues with something else they loved and desired from others.  They expected, desired, loved to be given the front row seats in the synagogues and the places of honor (on the right and left of the host) at formal dinner parties.  (Judas had this problem, being seated at the left of Jesus at the last supper.)  When a scribe entered the synagogue, he was escorted with great fanfare to the front of the auditorium, where he was given one of the best seats and could be seen by all.  At formal dinner parties or banquets, he would be asked to sit on the right or left hand side of the person hosting the dinner, so he could be seen and heard by all.  Large dinner arrangements were typically U shaped arrangements with the three guests of honor at the bottom of the U and the other guests on either side of the legs of the U, so that all could see and hear what the three honored guests were saying to each other.


b.  “These were special chairs set in front of the ark and facing the congregation, reserved for those held in highest honor in the congregation, the teachers of the law. They may have been similar to the seventy-one special chairs in the great synagogue of Alexandria, which were occupied by the members of the great council in that city.”


c.  Again we have the scribes’ love and desire to be admired, respected, approved, fawned over, etc.—an arrogant attitude and resultant behavior that Jesus did not want His followers to engage in.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus offers a warning about the scribes and exhorts His disciples not to imitate their love for popularity.  Scribes loved to be the center of attention, in the middle of popular adulation.  In this context, the present tense calls for a vigilant effort not to follow the scribes’ example.  This warning is like that in Lk 12:1 against the Pharisees, except that here Jesus describes four things that scribes do in an effort to be popular:

1. 
They wish to walk in long robes.  Their long, flowing robe was part of a fancy and expensive wardrobe.  A scribe’s robe had a long mantle reaching to the feet and was decorated with long fringe.  It is the ostentatious style of the scribes that Jesus here condemns.

2. 
They love the attention that they receive at formal greetings in the marketplace. Extra-biblical material makes clear that rabbis and other religious authorities received special greetings in the marketplace.  In fact, in the Talmud such greetings were required for teachers of the law.  Jesus had earlier rebuked Pharisees for this practice (Lk 11:43).

3. 
They desire the places of honor in the synagogue, the first seats (Mt 23:6; Mk 12:39; Lk 11:43 [also of the Pharisees]). These were probably the row of seats near the ark.

4. 
They desire the first seats at dinner (Mt 23:6; Mk 12:39).  Jesus had earlier addressed this problem with his disciples in Lk 14:7–14 at the house of a Pharisee.  As noted in the discussion there, in later Judaism these seats were probably at the center of a U-shaped table, nearest the host.  Regardless of the table’s exact shape, it was an honor to sit next to the host, and the scribes loved to have these seats.

Jesus warns that such pride is not something to respect or seek. The scribes are not worthy of emulation.  It is clear from what Jesus says in the next two verses that God is not impressed with this approach.  These criticisms of the scribes mirror Jesus’ earlier criticisms in Lk 11:37–54 and 14:7–14.  They show that the previous rebukes by Jesus have changed little.”


b.  “Because of their hypocrisy and dishonesty, the scribes and Pharisees were dangerous to have around, so Jesus warned the people about them.”


c.  “The four phrases used to characterize the teachers of the law are all ways of indicating claims to advanced social position through nonverbal behavior.  Each illuminates the attempt of the teachers of the law to lay claim to exalted social status.”


d.  “Like their Greek counterparts, some Jewish teachers wore a special identifying garb, in this case a long, white linen robe, similar to those of priests and temple officials.  People normally greeted teachers with titles of honor; marketplaces, which were full of people, would provide many opportunities for teachers to receive such recognition. Seating at banquets marked one’s rank in society.”


e.  “The condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees served two purposes: first, to explain what caused them to reject Jesus; and second, to warn believers against following their ways.  The basic cause for their rejecting Jesus as Christ…was their love of their power, authority, and status.”


f.  “Hearers could sense the disgust in Jesus’ voice as he described his antagonists to their faces as gliding about in their resplendent power outfits, receiving the obeisance of the masses in the marketplace, sitting facing the congregation with other-world expressions on their faces, reading the Torah in resonant Hebrew.  Masters of ecclesiastical platitudes, they were proud lovers of self!”
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