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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear; to listen.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that all the people were producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that is simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated “while…were listening.”

With this we have the genitive ‘subject of the participle’ from the masculine singular adjective PAS plus the article and noun LAOS, meaning “all the people.”

“Then while all the people were listening,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to His disciples.”

“He said to His disciples,”
Lk 20:45 corrected translation
“Then while all the people were listening, He said to His disciples,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then while all the people were listening,”

a.  Luke transitions to the next thing that happened that day, immediately following the challenges by the religious leadership of Israel.  The Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians and their scribes have all been defeated by the answers and questions of Jesus.  Though we might wish that they have now slithered back into the holes from which they emerged, such is not the case.  They continue to hang around (Mt 23:13) as Jesus addresses His comments to His disciples, as well as the pilgrims in the temple, who have gathered to listen to Him.


b.  Our Lord’s warning which follows is addressed specifically to the disciples, but the fact Luke mentions ‘all the people’ indicates that Jesus had them in mind as well.  This warning would not just benefit His disciples, but would prove helpful and prudent to the people listening as well.

2.  “He said to His disciples,”

a.  Jesus then addresses His disciples.  As their teacher or Rabbi, He was responsible for warning them against false doctrine, false teachers, and distortions of the correct application of Scripture.  This same principle applies to the disciples warning pastors and congregations, which we see in the epistles of the New Testament.



(1)  Acts 13:6-10, “Now after going through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a certain man, a magician, a Jewish false prophet, whose name was Bar-Jesus, who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man.  This man, after summoning Barnabas and Saul, was seriously interested in hearing the message of God.  But Elymas the magician was opposing them (for thus his name is translated), seeking to mislead the proconsul away from the faith.  But Saul; that is, Paul, having been filled with the Holy Spirit, after looking intently at him, said, ‘How full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, enemy of all righteousness!  Should you not stop making crooked the straight ways of the Lord?’”



(2)  Rom 16:18, “For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”


(3)  Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”



(4)  2 Tim 3:7-8, “always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.  Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [degenerate false teachers] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”



(5)  2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”



(6)  2 Pet 2:12, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”



(7)  2 Pet 2:17, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”



(8)  Rev 16:13, “And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet three impure-spirits like frogs,”



(9)  Phil 3:2, “Beware of those dogs; beware of those evil workers; beware of that mutilation [circumcision].”



(10)  Heb 12:25, “Beware that you do not reject Him who is speaking.  For if those [Jewish believers of the Exodus generation] did not escape, when they rejected his [Moses’] warning on earth, much more surely we, the ones rejecting the One from heaven, [will not escape],”


b.  This was not the only time Jesus gave this type of warning to His disciples and others.



(1)  Mk 8:15, “And He was giving orders to them, saying, ‘Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.’”



(2)  Mk 12:38-40, “And in His teaching He was saying: ‘Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and greetings in the marketplaces, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, who devour the houses of widows, and for the sake of appearance offering long prayers; these will receive a more severe punishment.’”



(3)  Mk 13:5, “Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Watch out lest someone mislead you.’”



(4)  Mk 13:22-23, “for false-Christs and false-prophets will arise, and will produce signs and wonders, for the purpose of misleading, if possible, the elect.  However, you watch out; I have told you everything beforehand.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This was a solemn climax to this last public appearance of Christ in the temple when Jesus poured out the vials of His indignation as He had done before (Mt 6:12; Lk 11:12; 15–18).”


b.  “With the theological controversies behind Him, Jesus changes His topic.  The final confrontation with the leadership now causes Him to warn His disciples, within earshot of His other listeners.  Jesus is not shy about criticizing the leadership; in fact, His remarks sound prophetic.”


c.  “Because of their hypocrisy and dishonesty, the scribes and Pharisees were dangerous to have around, so Jesus warned the people about them.”


d.  “Having silenced his opponents in public exchange, Jesus has gone on the offensive against them, and the ultimate charge He can lay against them is their participation in behaviors and their perpetuation of a system that victimizes widows, counted among the weakest members of society, whom both law and leadership were to protect.”


e.  “Jesus’ audience was both the crowds of Israel and His disciples, so our understanding of this section must be appropriate to both groups.  Some of what Jesus said in this discourse was in the nature of a warning to the common man in Israel (a warning which simultaneously explained the nation’s leaders’ rejection by condemning their faults), and some of what He said was by way of instruction to His disciples.  All He said can and should be instructive to us; for the Holy Spirit chose it for our instruction.”


f.  “Jesus now goes on the offensive, and ‘offensive’ is not too strong a word for much of the language He uses.  Only Matthew (chapter 23) includes this concentrated attack on the Jewish religious authorities at this point.  It shows Jesus as a fierce controversialist, quite willing to make enemies when the cause demanded it.  And the cause was important, for what was at issue was the contrast between the values of the kingdom of heaven and the superficial approach to religion which has already been unmasked.”


g.   “Jesus turns on the scribes and Pharisees with His devastating woes.  This is dramatic in the extreme.”
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