John 1:1
Luke 20:42



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular reflexive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS with the proper noun DAUID, meaning “David himself.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: says.”


The present tense is a descriptive/static/aoristic present, which describes the present situation as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that David produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun BIBLOS plus the genitive of identity from the masculine plural noun PSALMOS, meaning “in the book of Psalms.”

“For David himself says in the book of Psalms,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord (God the Father) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to my Lord,” referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, the God of Israel, and therefore, the Lord and Master over King David.

““The Lord said to my Lord,”
 is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is expected to occur right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Lord Jesus Christ) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on My right.”

“‘Sit on My right,”
Lk 20:42 corrected translation 
“For David himself says in the book of Psalms, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit on My right,”
Mk 12:36a, “David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand,…”’”

Mt 22:43-44a, “He said to them, ‘Then how does David in the Spirit call Him “Lord,” saying,

“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand,…””

Explanation:
1.  “For David himself says in the book of Psalms,”

a.  Jesus then answers His own question without giving the silent legal experts a chance to respond.  They don’t know what to say, so Jesus answers instead.  Our Lord’s explanation is simple, direct, clear, and without the trickery of His opponents.


b.  Jesus goes to the source of David in the book of Psalms as His authoritative witness.  Jesus loved to quote Scriptures, which really means that He loved to quote Himself, since, after all, He is the ‘word of God’.  But here the Lord gives credit to David for what David wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (see Matthew’s account above ‘David in the Spirit’ and Mark’s account ‘in the Holy Spirit’).


c.  The Lord then tells them where to look in the Scriptures.  They can check the book of Psalms.  In this case they can check Ps 110.  Notice that Jesus assumes that the Psalms are authoritative Scripture and the legal experts don’t challenge this assumption.  Hence, at the time Jesus said this, all concerned agreed that what David wrote in Psalm 110 was a part of the canon of Jewish Scripture.  And if Psalms is accepted as Scripture by Jesus, then who are modern critics to question the authenticity and authority of Psalms as the word of God?


d.  The Pharisees and those other than the Sadducees venerated (honored) David as their greatest king almost as much as they did Moses as their greatest leader.  Therefore, by going to David for His proof text, Jesus is appealing more to the Pharisees and their legal experts than the Sadducees who didn’t accept the Psalms as authoritative Scripture.

2.  ““The Lord said to my Lord,”

a.  The quote is taken from the Septuagint translation of the Masoretic Hebrew text of Ps 110.  David is speaking, and logically he is not either of these two “Lords.”  A ‘Lord’ said something to David’s ‘Lord’.  David’s Lord is the God of Israel, the Son of God, the Messiah, and refers to the Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity at His session.


b.  The “Lord” who says something to David’s “Lord” is God the Father.


c.  So here we have God the Father (‘The Lord’) speaking to David’s ‘Lord’, that is, to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, David is acknowledging that there is a “Lord” [Adonai] over him, who also has a “Lord” [JHWH] over his “Lord [Adonai].”  In other words, this shows the ‘chain of command’ from God the Father to God the Son to King David.

3.  “‘Sit on My right,”

a.  “The Lord” (God the Father) gives a command (imperative mood) to David’s “Lord” to sit down.  Since deity cannot sit, because it is omnipresent, this command is given to the humanity of Christ, who in a resurrection body can sit.


b.  This is a picture of the session of the Lord Jesus Christ, after His resurrection and ascension to heaven, when God the Father invites God the Son to sit next to Him on His throne.


c.  The phrase “on the right” refers to the right side or right hand side of God the Father.  It is the place of highest honor and indicates co-regency of the Father and Son in rulership, power and authority.  God the Father accepts the resurrected humanity of Jesus as co-equal with Him in power and authority, even though He is now in a resurrection body.  The resurrected person of Jesus is accepted into the closest fellowship with God the Father by being given the place of highest honor next to Him.



(1)  Heb 1:3, “Who, being the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,”



(2)  Heb 1:13, “But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said, ‘Sit down at My right side until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”



(3)  Heb 8:1, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,”



(4)  Heb 10:12, “but He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, has sat down at the right side of God,”



(5)  Heb 12:2, “by fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of confidence in doctrine, who because of His prospective joy endured the Cross, disregarding the shame [disgrace], and so has sat down at the right side of the throne of God.”



(6)  Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him the authority to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also have won and have sat down with My Father on His throne.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This language of Jesus clearly means that He treats David as the author of Psalm 110.  The inspiration of this Psalm is expressly stated in Mk 12:36=Mt 22:43.”


b.  “Jesus cites Ps 110:1, noting that David spoke the words He will cite in the psalm.   Mk 12:36 says that David spoke ‘in the Holy Spirit’, while Mt 22:43 says, ‘in the Spirit’.   David’s reputation as a songwriter was great in the first century.  The phrase my Lord must mean David’s Lord, or else the tension evaporates and Jesus’ key point is lost.  In the first-century context this implies Davidic authorship of this psalm—especially of this utterance.  A Davidic connection is necessary to the argument and solidifies the regal connection and the messianic implications.  Without this, Jesus has no point.  The Synoptics agree exactly with the LXX form of Ps 110:1 [Ps 109:1 in the LXX].  The psalm is rightly regarded as a royal psalm since it describes a king of Israel.  To sit at someone’s right hand is an expression of the exercise of protection, power, and authority (Jer 22:24, 30).  The image expresses the rule of the right-hand regal figure and a close connection with God.  Sitting at the right hand also pictures rule in other narrative contexts (1 Kg 1:46; 2:12, 19; 1 Chr 28:5; 29:23).  The first verse of Ps. 110 makes three points: (1) the recognition of authority that David, the author-speaker, gives to this figure by acknowledging him as Lord, (2) the picture of this rule in the figure of sitting at the right hand, and (3) the declaration of the presence of His rule until all enemies are removed.  Messiah rules in Ps 110 until God finishes the job (1 Cor 15:25–28).  It is not a passive reign that manifests itself as the enemies are subdued, but the reign is in process until it is permanently established.  In Lk 20:41–44, Jesus is only interested in the first point. David bows to this king’s authority.”


c.  “The Jewish religious leaders in that day identified Psalm 110 as a prophetic psalm and said that David was speaking of the Messiah.”


d.  “Jesus then quoted from Psalm 110:1, in which David called the Messiah my Lord and said that He was exalted by being at Yahweh’s right hand, the place of prominence.”


e.  “By definition, the Christ was the royal descendant of David (Is 9:7; 11:1; Ps 2; 89; 132).  But this view of messiahship was inadequate.  The one who would reign in God’s kingdom was David’s ‘Lord,’ not merely his descendant; he would thus be greater than the resurrected David.  When Jewish teachers challenged their hearers to resolve apparent discrepancies in Scripture, they assumed that both texts were true (in this case, Jesus knows that he is both David’s son and David’s Lord) and were asking how to harmonize them.  Jesus’ opponents apparently have no answer.”


f.  “Jesus sprang the conundrum on them.  The Messiah is man because He is David’s son, yet He is God because He sits at the right hand of JHWH (God the Father)!  David recognizes Him as deity by calling Him ‘my Lord.’  So the Messiah’s ancestor [David], under inspiration of the Spirit, pays tribute to the Messiah’s divine origin.  Clearly, the Messiah must be both God and man.”


g.  “Jesus took the initiative in criticizing inadequate views of the Christ or Messiah.  If the Messiah was David’s son, how could David refer to his own son as his Lord?  (For a father is superior to his son.)  The implication could be either that the Messiah is not a descendant from David or that in some way the Messiah is more than an earthly descendant of David.”
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