John 1:1
Luke 20:4



 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun BAPTISMA plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “The baptism of John.”

“The baptism of John,”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was it?”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the baptism of John produced the state of being.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from men.”

“was it from heaven or from men?’”
Lk 20:4 corrected translation
“The baptism of John, was it from heaven or from men?’”
Mk 11:30, “Was the baptism of John from heaven, or from men?  Answer Me.”

Mt 21:25a, “The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from men?”
Explanation:
1.  “The baptism of John,”

a.  Jesus now asks his counter-question to the members of the Sanhedrin, who have come to challenge His authority to cleanse the temple and teach, perform miracles, and act as if He owns the temple.


b.  The subject of Jesus’ question is simply stated as “The baptism of John.”  This refers to the ritual act of water baptism, which John used to identify people with the kingdom of God in preparation for the arrival of the spiritual King of Israel, John’s cousin—the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  There was no need to identify John any further (for example, by the city in which he lived, or by the name of his father—‘John the son of…’) for every person in Israel knew exactly who John was and his close association with Jesus as Jesus’ herald.


d.  The act of people submitting to the ritual water baptism of John indicated that they believed in the coming Messiah and believed in the kingdom that He would establish.  They were identifying themselves with the future king of Israel and testified by their action that they trusted that He would be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.


e.  Furthermore, the act of baptism was a visual witness to their belief that John was sent by God to announce the coming of the Messiah.  Therefore, their baptism testified to the fact that John was a prophet to Israel sent by God to prepare the way of the Lord.

2.  “was it from heaven or from men?’”

a.  John then asks the pertinent question—‘Was the baptism of John from the ultimate source of heaven, that is, ordained by God, or was the baptism of John from the ultimate source of men, that is, something thought up and instituted by John and Jesus to fool the people into believing that Jesus was sent from God?’


b.  Either John and Jesus had made up this ritual of water baptism to get people to think that Jesus was the Messiah and trick the people into following Him or John and Jesus were actually both sent by God with the mission of presenting Jesus to the nation as their true Messiah.  This was the issue that all Israel faced both individually and as a nation.  Either God was behind the ministries of John and Jesus or they were charlatans, fakes, phonies, con men and the ultimate of deceivers.  There was no middle ground.  Jesus was forcing the issue and making the leaders of Israel openly proclaim their real belief publicly.  And like all corrupt politicians, the members of the Sanhedrin were afraid to tell the truth publicly.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ question centers on John the Baptist.  Unlike the leadership’s question, it is not a general question about authority.  It is a multiple-choice question with two—and only two—options: either John came as a messenger from God or he did not.  One must respond to John because he was from God, or ignore him.  Which is it?  The question is crucial because their ministries were linked.  The question also raises the issue of whether leadership approval is required for ministry to be from God.  If God was for this ministry, why should one oppose it?  In fact, the populace had already rendered a judgment about John (Lk 20:6).  If the leaders now answer positively, they acknowledge two things: the need for national repentance and the arrival of the ‘one to come.’  Since John and Jesus were linked, the answer to Jesus’ question is the answer to the leaders’ question.  Even after his death John the Baptist still functions as a forerunner to Jesus.”


b.  “Jesus took them back to John the Baptist.  John had pointed to Jesus and introduced Him to the nation (Jn 1:15–34), so their rejection of John was actually a rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ.”


c.  “Jesus responded with a question about the authority behind John’s baptism.  The religious leaders had disapproved the baptizing work of John; for John had humiliated them and had taken away some allegiance from their religious system (Mt 3:7–10).”


d.  “Jesus’ counterquestion narrows the choices to two: divine or human authorization and empowerment.  How one has responded to John serves as a barometer of one’s orientation to the divine purpose (Lk 7:29–30).  John is presented above all as a prophet (Lk 1:76; 7:26)—whose prophetic ministry originated with Yahweh.  From the standpoint of the authority of the Jerusalem leadership, then, John’s baptism was indeed threatening.  If one were to allow that John’s message originated with God, this would be tantamount to admitting that Jesus’ ministry was itself sanctioned by God.”


e.  “Jesus’ question about John the Baptist concerns the principle of agency: in Jewish law, an authorized agent acted on behalf of the sender, backed by the sender’s full authority.  ‘Heaven’ was a Jewish circumlocution [a roundabout way of saying something] for God.”


f.  “The phrase  ‘from men’ means by his own invention, i.e., the question which Jesus posed was, ‘Was John’s baptism a divinely instituted ordinance or a man-made ritual?’  Our Lord’s question makes it clear that John’s baptism was divinely instituted.  Now if John the Baptist was authorized by God, as John had identified Jesus as the Lamb of God, the One whom he had been commissioned to herald, and the Son of God, it is axiomatic that Jesus’ authority derived from God.  So while not directly answering their question, by directing them to John’s reply to their question to Him, Jesus pointed them to the answer to their question.”


g.  “The Sanhedrists face two horns of a dilemma, from which no escape is possible, and on one of which they must impale themselves.  Jesus centers the question on John because His own authority is identical with John’s.  Their work was one.  The correct answer regarding John was the correct answer regarding Jesus.  These men ask Jesus what they ought already to know from their acquaintance with John.”
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