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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; Next” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (some of the scribes) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and simultaneous with the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS with the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural article and noun GRAMMATEUS, meaning “some of the scribes.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that some of the scribes produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then answering, some of the scribes said,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “Teacher.”  Next we have the adverb of manner KALWS, which means “well, rightly, correctly.”  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, to speak: you have spoken.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘Teacher, you have spoken rightly.’”
Lk 20:39 corrected translation
“Then answering, some of the scribes said, ‘Teacher, you have spoken rightly.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, some of the scribes said,”

a.  Having shut down the challenges of some scribes (verse 19), the Pharisees and Sadducees with His perfect answers, other scribes (Jewish experts in the Mosaic Law) answer Jesus with what appears to be a compliment.


b.  Notice that in Lk 20:19 there were some scribes who joined with the Pharisees in challenging Jesus on the payment of taxes to Caesar.  The scribes mentioned here are probably not the same scribes.  These scribes are on the side of the Pharisees.  The former scribes were probably on the side of the Sadducees.  Both parties (the Pharisees and Sadducees) had their own set of scribes backing them.  It appears that if they were like-minded with the scribes previously mentioned, then they have now had a change of mind about Jesus based on His answers to the series of trick questions.  If they are the same scribes, then they have clearly had a change of mind about Him.


c.  The word “some” indicates that not all the scribes felt this way about Jesus.  Some were willing to acknowledge Jesus’ correctness in His perfect answers, while there were still others who were not willing to do this.

2.  “‘Teacher, you have spoken rightly.’”

a.  These scribes address Jesus in the same manner and with the same title (the translation of Rabbi, which Luke translates as ‘Teacher’ for the benefit of his Gentile audience) that was used by the spies of verse 20 and the Sadducees of verse 28.  The scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees all recognized that Jesus was a qualified Rabbi—someone who could teach the Jewish Scriptures authoritatively.  They recognized and acknowledged His ability as a teacher, even though they hated what He taught.


b.  An astounding thing happens here—the scribes, who have been opposed to Jesus, reject the assumption of the Sadducees that there is no resurrection and take the side of Jesus in His refutation of the Sadducees.  The scribes declare Jesus to be absolutely correct in His answer.  The coalition against Jesus is falling apart.


c.  The adverb of manner KALWS has many translations based upon the context in which it is used.  It can mean: rightly, correctly, well, beautifully, appropriately, splendidly, or commendably.  All these description fit the answers of our Lord perfectly.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Pharisees [certain scribes, not Pharisees] greatly enjoyed this use by Jesus of a portion of the Pentateuch against the position of the Sadducees.  So they praise the reply of Jesus, hostile though they are to Him.”


b.  “Jesus’ reply receives admiration from the scribes, who supported the Pharisees and shared their belief in resurrection.  Paul will make a similar argument in Acts 23:6–7 with similar results.  Some of them express their approval and note that Jesus has answered well, that is, correctly in their judgment.  The fragile coalition against Jesus, at least on this theological point, is coming apart.  There will be no success with this approach.  Mark lacks this response.  Mt  22:33 remarks that the crowd was astonished when they heard Jesus’ teaching.  The point reflects approval, but there is also a note of marvel at Jesus’ response.  Once again the attempt to trap and embarrass Jesus fails.”


c.  “These scribes’ support of Jesus at this juncture foreshadows the support Jesus’ witnesses will garner from Pharisees in Acts 23:6–10.  Accord on this one issue does not make disciples of these scribes, however.  They may interpret the Scriptures correctly on the question of resurrection, but they do not understand the Scriptures as they relate to the Messiah.”


d.  “In their contention with the Sadducees the scribes had never been able to wield such effective weapons [as the words of Jesus].  This is what inspired the praise.”

� Robertson, A. T. (1933). Word Pictures in the New Testament (Lk 20:39). Nashville, TN: Broadman Press.


� Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1626). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Green, J. B. (1997). The Gospel of Luke (p. 722). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Lenski, p. 1001.





2
2

