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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “and not; also not; or not even.”
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the sons of that age produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of verbs describing ability.

Next we have the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “no longer.”
  With this have the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present of the future state of being as a fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the people of that age) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“for they are no longer even able to die,”
 is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because, since.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ISAGGELOS, meaning “like angels; angel-like.”
  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the sons of that age produce the state of being like angels.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun HUIOS with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “sons of God.”   With this we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they are.”  The morphology is the same as the previous use of EIMI.

“because they are like angels, and are sons of God,”
 is the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTASIS, meaning “of the resurrection.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun HUIOS, meaning “sons.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being.”


The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which describes the unchanging fact of this state of being.


The active voice indicates that the sons of that age produce the state of being the sons of the resurrection.


The participle is circumstantial.

“being sons of the resurrection.”
Lk 20:36 corrected translation
“for they are no longer even able to die, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”
Mt 22:30, “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”

Mk 12:25, “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”
Explanation:
1.  “for they are no longer even able to die,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “However, those who have been considered worthy to attain that age and the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage; for they are no longer even able to die, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”


b.  Jesus continues His statement with an explanation of why those in resurrection bodies do not marry nor are given in marriage.  The subject “they” are those considered worthy to attain to the age of the millennial reign of Christ, who have been raised from the dead and have a resurrection body.


c.  A person who has been raised from the dead is raised with a similar, yet different, body from the body we now have.  The resurrection body is incapable of dying.  It cannot be killed.  It is not a mortal body.  Physically the person still looks the same as they did in their mortal body, but the resurrection body has characteristics very much unlike the mortal body.  The resurrection body given to all believers in Christ is capable of doing the same things as our Lord’s resurrection body: it cannot die; it does not need food to stay alive, yet can eat and drink; it is capable of passing through doors and walls; it is capable of space travel without the need of air to breathe; it does not feel pain, though it does feel touch.


d.  Although the Scripture does not tell us what chronological age we will be in resurrection body, it is unlikely that believers who die at age ten, spend eternity in the body of a ten year old, or that a ninety year old is condemned to spend eternity looking like they did at that age.  It seems more reasonable that we will all look like we did as a mature adult (perhaps the same age that Jesus was at His death (33 or 34 years old).  It is also unlikely that people with a weight problem will have to carry that burden for eternity.  The same would be true for someone who cannot gain weight.  It is more likely that everyone will be perfectly happy with what they look like in a resurrection body.  There will be no deformities or deficiencies in a resurrection body.  They will be complete and fully functional.


e.  But most important to the subject of marriage is the fact that the resurrection body cannot die.  And because it cannot die, there is no need for procreation.  And since there is no need for procreation, there is no need for copulation.  And since there is no need for copulation, there is no need for marriage.

2.  “because they are like angels, and are sons of God,”

a.  Jesus goes on to explain the reason why believers in resurrection bodies do not die.  They do not die because they are angels.  The Sadducees did not believe in the existence of angels, and Jesus puts that lie to rest with a dogmatic assertion of their existence.  Angels were created by God without the ability to die physically.  They cannot die physically, because they are spiritual.  Being spiritual means they have spiritual bodies.  They do not have mortal, physical bodies like man.  Remember that when we are raised from the dead, “this mortal shall put on immortality.”  1 Cor 15:51-54, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”


b.  Not only are we like angels, having a spiritual instead of a mortal body, but we are also ‘sons of God’, indicating a permanent family relationship with God, which is another of the many guarantees in Scripture of our eternal life.  You see, once a son, always a son.  A son cannot stop being a son.  A daughter cannot stop being a daughter.  God’s adoption of us as His sons and daughters is a permanent, irrevocable state of being.  We are sons of God in resurrection bodies and this new status cannot be changed, just as the relationship of the elect angels to God cannot change.

3.  “being sons of the resurrection.”

a.  The final qualifying phrase by Jesus explains are final, permanent status or condition.  We are sons of the resurrection.  We are the children of the new birth, and that new birth requires a new body—a resurrection body that cannot die and does not need to be married.


b.  We are no longer able to die, because we are sons of the resurrection.  We are the offspring of the resurrection.  We are related to God by resurrection rather than related to others by physical birth.  We belong to Him as His children in a new relationship that transcends the bonds of physical birth.  Jesus alluded to this when “Answering, He said to them, ‘Who are My mother and My brothers?’  And after looking around at those who were sitting around Him, He said, ‘Behold My mother and My brothers!’” Mk 3:33-34.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Angels do not marry, there is no marriage in heaven.  This Hebrew phrase, ‘sons of the resurrection’ defines ‘sons of God’ and is a direct answer to the Sadducees.”


b.  “Jesus explains why marriage is no longer present: there is no longer any death.  Those who attain resurrection are like angels.  Judaism held that angels do not need food or marriage.  By comparing the resurrection to angels, Jesus strikes at another doctrine that the Sadducees denied—the reality of angels.  The resurrected are immortal, and relationships in that age are different from relationships in this age.  Those resurrected into new life will be ‘sons of God’ and ‘sons of the resurrection’ (Lk 6:35), which is another way to say that they participate in the age to come and have an immortal life.  Since marriage is no longer necessary in the resurrection, the dilemma posed by multiple husbands disappears.  The question is an absurdity, not because resurrection is a problem, but because the Sadducean understanding of resurrection is grounded too much in life as it is now.  The afterlife is a different and much greater kind of existence.  In the next life God the Father is the ‘parent,’ so other parental relationships are unnecessary.”


c.  “Jesus pointed out that His opponents were wrong and that their question revealed assumptions that limited God’s power and denied God’s Word.  Resurrection is not reconstruction; it is the miraculous granting of a new body that has continuity with the old body but not identity.  Our Lord’s resurrection body was the same as before His death and yet different!  His friends recognized Him and even felt Him; He could eat food and yet He could also walk through closed doors, change His appearance, and vanish suddenly.  The future life with God is not a mere continuation of the present life only on ‘a higher scale.’  We will maintain our identities and know each other, but there will be no more death—hence, no need for marriage and procreation.  Christians do not become angels.  In heaven we will share the image of Jesus Christ and be much higher than the angels (1 Jn 3:2).  Angels appear in Scripture as men, but they are spirit beings without sexuality. It is in this regard that we will be like them; there will be no marriage or childbearing in heaven.”


d.  “When people are resurrected, they will be like the angels, being God’s children and children of the resurrection.  Jesus did not say that resurrected people become angels.  His point was that they, like angels, will be immortal.  Thus there will be no further need for procreation, and the marriage relationship will not be necessary.”


e.  “Jewish people widely agreed that angels did not procreate, they did not need to replenish their numbers, because they did not die, nor did they normally eat or drink.”


f.  “Our sonship to God will be the only relationship in Heaven.  In this disclosure our Lord granted us a glimpse of some of the wonderful things our heavenly Father has in store for us.  We will become His sons ‘in the resurrection’ which means that only then will we take on our eternal form of His sons.  At this point in time, Jesus Christ is the only one who is in this form; indeed, He is the prototype of what we will be like eternally (Rom 8:29; Heb 2:10)!  We will have an immortal, body like His; like Him we will not be subject to the present natural laws.  We will be a new order of creation, higher than the angels, for while angels were created as ministering spirits, in the regeneration we become members of God’s immediate family.  Logically, God’s own family will be more significant than ministering spirits.  So while eternal life awaits us from the moment we die (to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord [2 Cor 5:8]), that wonderful happiness is just the beginning of the marvelous surprises God has in store for all who trust His Son as Savior.”


g.  “Jesus stated that conditions in the resurrection are not like those on earth.  Since there is no death and hence no need to replenish the race, there is no need for procreation.  This could be taken to mean that earthly relationships like marriage will come to an end in heaven.  More probably all human relationships are lifted up to such a high level in heaven that the exclusiveness of marriage will not be a factor in heaven as it is on earth.  The continuation of earthly relationships is implied in 1 Thes. 4:17–18.”


h.  “The good news is, we will love each other more!  We will be our sinless perfected selves at our ultimate best.  No death in that age.  Marriage and procreation are of primary necessity in mortal, earthly life so human life can go on.  But since there is no death in heaven [in resurrection bodies; this is not about heaven, but about the millennial reign of Christ], marriage will be superseded.  The quality of life is such in the coming age that death cannot touch it.  There will be no gray hairs on the heads of immortals.  Exalted existence in that age. Jesus says three things about the immortality of the resurrected: 1) ‘they are like the angels,’ 2) ‘they are God’s children,’ and 3) ‘they are children of the resurrection.’  These phrases are mutually descriptive of the eternal state of the redeemed—each phrase describes the other.  The phrase ‘they are like the angels’ is particularly revealing because it teaches us by comparison.  We will be like the angels in beauty and strength.  Our bodies will have powers of which we now have no conception.  We will have an enlarged mental capacity and a greater spiritual range.  We have been ‘sown in weakness’ but will be ‘raised in power’ (1 Cor 15:43).  Like the angels, our character will be faultless. The angels perfectly do God’s will.  There we will have no unrighteous desires, no covetous cravings, no proud thoughts, no depressions of spirit, no pulls of self-will, no inclinations to sin.  Our habitual sins that afflict us so much will finally be gone.  Like the angels, we will perpetually worship God.  Joy will ever be our emotion.  To be like angels is to be like God’s children and children of the resurrection!  Jesus obliterated the Sadducees’ ridiculous theological notion of a crass earth-like continuity between this age and the next.”
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