John 1:1
Luke 20:35
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 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative masculine plural articular aorist passive participle of the verb KATAXIOW, which means “to be considered worthy.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that certain people have received the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the genitive direct object after certain types of verbs from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that age.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb TUGCHANW, which means “to meet, attain, gain, find, or experience with a genitive object Lk 20:35; Acts 24:2; 26:22; 27:3; 2 Tim 2:10.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that certain people produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive after verbs denoting worthiness.

“However, those who have been considered worthy to attain that age”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTASIS, meaning “the resurrection.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular article plus the preposition EK with the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “(the one) from the dead.”  Literally this says “and the resurrection, the one from the dead,” which can be simplified in English to ‘and the resurrection from the dead’.

“and the resurrection from the dead”
 is the negative coordinating conjunctions OUTE…OUTE, meaning “neither…nor.”  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb GAMEW, which means “to marry.”


The present tense is a gnomic/aoristic/and static present, which presents the idea as a universal, unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that people in resurrection bodies produce the action of not marrying.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb GAMIZW, which means “to be given in marriage.”


The present tense is a gnomic/aoristic/and static present, which presents the idea as a universal, unchanging fact.


The passive voice indicates that resurrected people do not receive the action of being married.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“neither marry nor are given in marriage;”
Lk 20:35 corrected translation
“However, those who have been considered worthy to attain that age and the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage;”
Mt 22:30, “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”

Mk 12:25, “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, those who have been considered worthy to attain that age”

a.  In contrast to what the Sadducees do not understand about marriage and the age to come, the Lord will now teach them what the reality will be in the future.  It is important to remember that this has nothing to do with the Church, since the doctrines related to the Church and the Church Age are still a mystery at the moment Jesus is saying this.  Our Lord’s explanation refers to the Jews and believers of the Old Testament prior to the second advent of the Christ (the present age) and after the second advent of the Messiah (the age to come).


b.  The subject “those who have been considered worthy” refers only to those who have believed in Jesus as the Christ.  This includes all Old Testament saints right up to and including the believers during Jesus’ first advent.  They are considered worthy by virtue of their faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the King of the Jews, the Messiah and the Savior of the world.  The person who considers them worthy is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; for all judgment has been given to Him by the Father and determining who is worthy and who is unworthy to be in His kingdom is certainly His judgment.


c.  The attainment is made by faith alone in Christ alone.  Attainment to the kingdom is not based on any works which someone may have done, but by grace they are saved through faith.  The one condition necessary for life in that age is having the imputation of divine righteousness as a gift of God.  And that gift is only given to those who have faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  God considers a person’s faith to be worthy of having the gift of divine righteousness imputed to them.


d.  The phrase “that age” refers to the millennial reign of Christ as the king of Israel on earth for a thousand years.  The Greek word translated “age” is used many times in Scripture with reference to God’s division of human history into various sections or what has been called ‘dispensations.’  For example; the age of the Gentiles begins with Adam and continues until Abraham; the age of Israel begins with the first Jew, Abraham and continues until the second advent of Christ; the Church Age begins at Pentecost and continues until the resurrection of the Church; the thousand year reign of Christ is its own dispensation.  So the word “age” here refers to that period of human history from the second advent of Jesus until the end of His thousand-year rule, when Satan will again revolt against God in the Gog/Magog revolution, which ends human history.  After Jesus puts down that final revolution by Satan, the present heavens and earth are destroyed by God, the Last Judgment occurs, and God creates a new heaven and earth for the eternal state of all believers.

2.  “and the resurrection from the dead”

a.  What Jesus is about to teach applies to believers of the Old Testament, both Jew and Gentile, who are also resurrected from the dead.  The following statement about not marrying or giving in marriage does not refer to Jewish and Gentile believers who survive the Tribulation (the final seven years of the Jewish Age prior to the second advent of Jesus).  Those believers who survive the Tribulation do not receive their resurrection bodies until the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  They continue to live in their present mortal body in order to procreate and repopulate the earth.


b.  Billions of people will die during the Tribulation, since one of Satan’s objectives is the total annihilation of mankind from the earth.  However, Satan will fail in this objective, just as he fails in all his objectives. The remnant of believers, both Jews and Gentiles, will remain in mortal bodies to marry and be given in marriage, so that the earth can be repopulated.


c.  But the dead believers of the Old Testament dispensations, including the Tribulation will enter into the millennial reign of Christ in resurrection bodies, but will not be used to repopulate the earth.  They enjoy the fulfillment of all the unconditional covenants to Israel, but neither marry nor are given in marriage, since they are in resurrection bodies.

3.  “neither marry nor are given in marriage;”

a.  Believers raised from the dead neither marry (men) nor are given in marriage (women).  Why not?  These believers are disqualified from repopulating the earth because they no longer have sin natures.  The resurrection body does not have a sin nature.


b.  Believers who survive the Tribulation still have a sin nature.  It is necessary for them to repopulate the earth with people that have sin natures, so they can have the opportunity to be saved, just like all unbelievers of previous periods of human history.


c.  The earth will be repopulated during the millennial reign of Jesus, and many will believe in Him as their savior, but millions will also not believe in Him and follow Satan in the Gog/Magog revolution, which ends His millennial reign.  These unbelievers have to come from somewhere, since all Gentile and Jewish unbelievers are removed from the earth at the second advent of Christ as a part of the baptism of fire judgment.  The millennial reign of Jesus begins with only believers, but many are born to these surviving believers who refuse to believe in Christ during the millennium.


d.  So those believers in the millennium who have previously died and are there in resurrection bodies neither marry nor are given in marriage.  But those who survive the Tribulation in their mortal bodies go into the millennial reign of Jesus in their mortal bodies to repopulate the earth and do marry and are given in marriage.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In making His main point—after the resurrection, relationships change—Jesus makes two more points.  First, everyone does not qualify for life after the resurrection.  That some will be accounted worthy of that age shows that some will be excluded from blessing in the afterlife.  The reference to ‘that age’ is unique to the NT and may contain a veiled warning.  Other texts make clear that all will be resurrected [But all are not resurrected at the same time!], but not all will share in the resurrected new life.  Luke tends to speak only of the resurrection of the just in his Gospel, a focus that enhances the picture of potential exclusion.  But Luke is aware of a universal judgment, which presupposes a universal resurrection [which comes in stages at different points in human history—the Church is resurrected before any Old Testament believer].   Jesus’ second point is that marrying and getting married are not a part of that future existence [this is true for those in resurrection bodies, but not for those believers not in resurrection bodies].  Life in the coming age is different from life in this age, as far as marriage is concerned. [This is true for those resurrected from the dead, but not true for those not resurrected from the dead.]  Marriage (i.e., children and families) is no longer necessary since people no longer die (Lk 20:36) [This is true only after the final resurrection of millennial believers at the end of the millennial reign of Christ].  Life takes on a new order in which the need for marriage does not exist.  [This is true for only the eternal state.]  This point makes the Sadducees’ question about spouses irrelevant. The question that was supposed to show the absurdity of resurrection now becomes moot.  Jesus has turned the tables on His examiners.”


b.  “The future life with God is not a mere continuation of the present life only on a higher scale.  We will maintain our identities and know each other, but there will be no more death—hence, no need for marriage and procreation.”


c.  “The apposition of the two expressions ‘this age’ and ‘that age’ assumes a division of time into two aeons [periods of human history or dispensations], the present age [the Jewish Age, in which Jesus lived] and the age to come [the millennial reign of Christ].”
  (The brackets are mine.)

d.  “Jesus stated that conditions in the resurrection are not like those on earth.  Since there is no death and hence no need to replenish the race, there is no need for procreation.  This could be taken to mean that earthly relationships like marriage will come to an end in heaven.  More probably all human relationships are lifted up to such a high level in heaven that the exclusiveness of marriage will not be a factor in heaven as it is on earth.”
  Notice that this commentator presupposes only one resurrection and does not recognize the fact of believers going into the millennium without resurrection bodies.  If this is the case, then where does the population of the millennial reign of Christ come from?  And where do all the unbelievers come from that join Satan in his final revolution at the end of Christ’s rule on this earth?

e.  “Marriage and procreation are of primary necessity in mortal, earthly life so human life can go on.  But since there is no death in heaven, marriage will be superseded.  The quality of life is such in the coming age that death cannot touch it. No funeral knell will ever be heard in heaven.”
  This commentator, like the others before him, assumes that Jesus is talking about the eternal state as ‘that age’, when in reality Jesus is not talking about heaven at all, but about believers on earth during His millennial reign, who are in resurrection bodies.  They neither marry nor are given in marriage.  This is not about the eternal state.  Lenski makes the same mistake in seeing this as a reference only to the eternal state in heaven.
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