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

 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And so,” followed by the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ISCHUW, which means “to be strong; to be able.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the spies produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb EPILAMBANOMAI, which means “to catch.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the spies) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning/action of the main verb.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun HRĒMA, which means “by a saying/statement.”  Next we have the preposition ENANTION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun LAOS, meaning “before the people; i.e. ‘in public’.”

“And so they were not able to catch Him by a saying before the people;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to be amazed, astonished, astounded.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the spies produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb, which follows.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause
 from the feminine singular article and noun APOKRISIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of His answer.”

“and being amazed because of His answer,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb SIGAW, which means “to say nothing, keep still, keep silent Lk 20:26; Acts 12:17; 15:12; 1 Cor 14:28.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the spies produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“they kept silent.”
Lk 20:26 corrected translation
“And so they were not able to catch Him by a saying before the people; and being amazed because of His answer, they kept silent.”
Mt 22:22, “And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went away.”

Mk 12:17b, “And they were amazed at Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so they were not able to catch Him by a saying before the people;”

a.  As a consequence of Jesus’ answer to these spies from the Sanhedrin, they were powerless, unable, and without the mental strength to catch Jesus in their verbal trap.


b.  The trap was a verbal trap, indicated by the phrase “by a saying” or “by a statement.”  The ablative of means can be expanded in the translation to read “by means of a saying” or “by means of a statement.”  The Sanhedrin spies had been trying to catch Jesus by means of something He might say that the leaders of Israel or the Roman authorities might consider wrong, blasphemous, or seditious.  The spies laid their verbal trap in front of Jesus and He stepped right over it without getting snared.


c.  Not only did the Sanhedrin’s spies lay this trap before Jesus, but they did it publicly ‘before the people’.  The point in doing this publicly was to attempt to shame and ruin Jesus publicly for all to see.  They wanted Him to blaspheme against God publicly by saying that paying Roman taxes were more important than paying the temple tax or proclaim sedition against Rome by saying that the Jews should not pay the Roman taxes at all.  If Jesus could be caught publicly saying the wrong thing either way, then the leaders of Israel had a clear case against Jesus to which the public could not challenge.

2.  “and being amazed because of His answer,”

a.  In addition to the inability of these spies to get the answer they wanted, they were amazed, astounded, astonished at the wisdom, brilliance, perfection, and righteousness of Jesus’ answer.  His answer was perfect in every way.  It showed loyalty to both the governing authorities of both Rome and Israel.  It showed respect for both God and God’s delegated authority to man.


b.  The people had been amazed at the quality of Jesus’ teaching.  And Pharisees before these spies had been astounded by the righteousness of His answers to their theological questions.  And now these religious ‘scholars’ are amazed at the brilliance of His secular answer that fails to conflict with theology.


c.  In His simple answer Jesus has created harmony between Church and State, as well as legitimizing the role of government in the collection of taxes.  The State has the right to collect taxes as much as God has the right to demand support of His organizations.  Both can be done without conflict with the other.

3.  “they kept silent.”

a.  And because of Jesus’ brilliant answer, these ‘experts’ in the Law, who came with their hypocritical ‘righteousness’ now tuck their tails between their legs and slither away in silence.  They had no more questions for Jesus.  They already looked bad enough in front of the people.  They didn’t need any more embarrassment.


b.  With a simple statement of truth, Jesus shut the mouths of His enemies.  The truth cannot be answered by the untruthful.  They have no retort against the word of God.  They can only stand there and look stupid for so long.  Therefore, Matthew reports that they went away.


c.  Ps 65:1a, “There will be silence before You, and praise in Zion, O God.”


d.  1 Pet 2:15, “For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “These ‘crack’ students had made an ignominious failure and were not able to make a case for the surrender of Jesus to Pilate.  He had slipped through their net with the utmost ease.”


b.  “The leadership tried to set a trap but it has failed to catch Jesus.  They became silent (as in Lk 14:6) but at the same time they marvel at his answer (as in Lk 2:48).  They will be silent one more time (Lk 20:40).  Jesus is not stupid enough to engage in a test designed to destroy Him.”


c.  “Interestingly the religious leaders used this incident against Jesus in His trial.  But they totally misrepresented His position, charging that Jesus opposed payment of taxes to Caesar (Lk 23:2).”


d.  “At the outset of this scene, we were informed of the intent of these agents of the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem to trap Jesus in order that He might be arrested by Pilate. Now Luke reports that they had attempted to trap Jesus in the presence of the people.  These are not contradictory but speak pointedly to the nature of the snare laid for Jesus: If Jesus is a king, then He must be a rival ruler who would prohibit the payment of tribute to the Roman overlord; if He allows payment, then He is no king after all.  According to the first scenario, Jesus would be marked a rebel and would be executed accordingly; according to the second, He would lose face with the crowd that has applauded and supported Him.  Jesus’ answer has shown the logic of their trap to be faulty, but this leads only to their wonderment and silence, not to their understanding or repentance.”


e.  “This answer, of course, defused the political trap, and the people immediately saw its logic; it is no wonder that Jesus’ opponents were utterly astonished at His answer, kept silent, and left Him.  They should have left Him to reconsider their position in the obvious light of His superior intellect, but they left Him to plot another attack.”


f.  “Today historians universally say that Jesus’ words have been the single most influential political statement ever made.  It has been decisive and determinative in shaping western civilization.  Paul’s exposition of it in Romans 13:1–7 gave shape to the political world as we know it today (compare 1 Pet 2:13–17).  Implicit in Christ’s teaching is that the state is a valid institution.  Jesus assumes the validity of the secular state and its demands, even when it is controlled by a man who thinks he is God.  A poorly run state is better than no state at all.  Not only is the state valid, but it also makes legitimate claims on our behavior.  There are, of course, limits upon the authority of the state.  There are also at least three situations in which a Christian must resist authority.


He or she must resist when asked to violate a command of God. Acts 5:28-29.


Christians must resist when asked to do an immoral act.


Believers must never go against their Christian conscience to obey government.”
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