John 1:1
Luke 20:24



 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb DEIKNUMI, which means “to show; to point out.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the spies are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a request.

Next we have the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun DĒNARION, which means “a denarius.”

“‘Show Me a denarius.”
 is the genitive of identity and/or possessive genitive from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Whose?”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what now exists or occurs.


The active voice indicates that the denarius produces the action of having something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIKWN, meaning “image.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EPIGRAPHĒ, meaning “inscription.”

“Whose image and inscription does it have?’”
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “they.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: they said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the spies produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the genitive of possession from the masculine singular proper noun KAISAR, meaning “Caesar’s.”

“Then they said, ‘Caesar’s.’”
Lk 20:24 corrected translation
“‘Show Me a denarius.  Whose image and inscription does it have?’  Then they said, ‘Caesar’s.’”
Mt 22:20-21a, “And He said to them, ‘Whose likeness and inscription is this?’  They said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.’”

Mk 12:16, “They brought one.  And He said to them, ‘Whose likeness and inscription is this?’   And they said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Show Me a denarius.”

a.  Jesus requests that the spies show Him a denarius.  The denarius was the Roman coin that represented one day’s pay for a field hand or farm worker.  Roman soldiers were paid one denarius per day for their service.  This is not a demand, but a request.  Jesus didn’t carry the money (that was the job of Judas Iscariot), but He knew exactly what a denarius was from being paid for His work in His carpenter shop for many years.  He had seen many of these coins before.  He is not ignorant of what they are, what they look like, or what they are used for.  He could have asked His question and given His answer without anyone showing Him a coin.  So why does He need to see one and have one of the spies produce one?


b.  The Lord will use the coin as an object lesson.  The picture, inscription, or other identifying marks on the coin demonstrate who really owns the coin.  The coin represents ownership of the value represented by the coin.  Paying taxes or not paying taxes is really a matter of ownership.  Certain things in the Roman Empire belong to the Roman Emperor, such as roads, public buildings, and aqueducts (things built by Rome for the benefit of all citizens).  The ownership of these things has to be paid for, and they are paid for by the use of Roman coins.  People work, earn money, and then pay a portion of that money for the benefits they receive from the public works created by the government.  The coin is the object lesson that represents what Jesus is about to describe in His answer.

2.  “Whose image and inscription does it have?’”

a.  Every time there was a new emperor, new coins were minted to commemorate his coronation.  The current emperor, Tiberius, had come to power in 14 A.D.  Therefore, his coins had been minted and distributed for well over a decade.  On those coins was his image (or profile) and inscription, just as we have the image of Lincoln, Washington, etc. on our coins.  The inscription on the coin might be the motto of that emperor or a motto related to the Empire.  Jesus knew exactly whose image and inscription was on the coin.  He was not seeking information, but making a point of ownership.  If the emperor’s image and inscription is on the coin, then the coin belongs to the emperor.  Jesus is forcing His opponents to acknowledge who the coin really belongs to.


b.  The front has Tiberius Caesar with the inscription TIberius CAESAR DIVIni AUGusti Filius AUGUSTUS (= ‘Tiberius, Caesar, Son of the Divine Augustus, Augustus’).  The back has Livia with the inscription, PONTIFex MAXIMus (high priest).  Since the father of Tiberius (Octavian, Augustus Caesar) had been declared a god by the Roman Senate, Tiberius claimed to be the Son of God.

 
3.  “Then they said, ‘Caesar’s.’”

a.  The spies (enemies of Jesus) are forced to answer the question truthfully.  They acknowledge that the image and inscription on the coin belong to Caesar.  The Latin word ‘Caesar’ is equivalent to our word “King.”  The German language brought this Latin term into their language as the title of their leader—Kaiser.


b.  The genitive of possession indicates ownership.  The coin belongs to the person whose image and inscription is on the coin.  This was the fact being pointed out by Jesus and the only conclusion to which He led His opponents.  Note that it is they, not Jesus, who declare that the coin belongs to Caesar.  Those attempting to trap Jesus in His words have now stepped into His trap by their answer.  He has done to them what they had intended to do to Him, but they don’t know it yet.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus responds by calling for a denarius, a basic monetary unit that represented an average day’s wage.  Ancient coins usually had some written indication of the coin’s nature and an image of the ruler, which would offend the Jews, who did not put images on coins, especially images that represented deity.  For example, the inscription on a silver Tiberian denarius reads, ‘Tiberius Caesar, Augustus, son of divine Augustus.’  On the reverse side his mother Livia is portrayed as an incarnation of the goddess of peace, along with the inscription ‘high priest’.  Upon being shown the coin, Jesus asks the identity of the likeness and inscription on it and His questioners respond that the image is Caesar’s.  By producing this coin, they indicate that they carry on trade with it.  They use these coins without blinking an eye, thus the question’s edge is lost in their daily practice.  They live in the state and freely use its currency.”


b.  “Caesar’s image and name were on the coins, so it was basically his currency.  To pay the poll tax meant simply to give Caesar back that which belonged to him.”


c.  “Key to the interpretation of this scene is the place of Roman tribute in Jewish life.  As a form of tax, it was relatively insignificant, requiring an annual payment of one denarius, a day’s wage, per adult male.”


d.  “If the people used Caesar’s coinage, they were under obligation to pay back what was owing to him.”


e.  “The denarius was the amount that had to be paid into the Roman treasury by all adult men and women just for the privilege of existing.  It could only be paid with that coin bearing Caesar’s image and inscription.  Our Lord’s demand [request] was sobering because for an upright Jew the image of Caesar on a coin was an abomination.  The inscription ‘divine Augustus’ was considered a transgression of the Second Commandment against graven images (Ex 20:4) and thus obvious blasphemy.  Moreover, Jesus’ asking that His opponents show the coin implied that His upright detractors were carrying such a coin [they could get one from the money-changers nearby].”


f.  “It was Caesar’s money, as Jesus elicited by His question; it bore his likeness and his inscription.  Granted that money belongs to the person who possesses it, there is still a sense in which it expresses the lordship of the person whose claims to rule are expressed on it, and this is the point at issue.”


g.  “Jesus’ adversaries had conceded the whole point when they admitted that the coinage was Caesar’s; for even Judaism admitted that coinage implies the right of taxation, and is evidence of the government to which submission is due.”
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