John 1:1
Luke 20:23



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb KATANOEW, which means “to notice; to observe.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Next we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PANOURGIA, which means “cunning, craftiness, trickery Lk 20:23; 1 Cor 3:19; 2 Cor 4:2; 11:3; Eph 4:14.”

“However, observing their trickery,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place/direction from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“He said to them,”
Lk 20:23 corrected translation
“However, observing their trickery, He said to them,”
Mk 12:15b, “But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them,”

Mt 22:18, “But Jesus perceived their malice, and said”
Explanation:
1.  “However, observing their trickery,”

a.  In contrast to being tricked by the spies’ trick question, Jesus talks to them openly, directly, plainly, and without any trickery or purpose of evasion.  He will speak to them honestly and frankly.  Notice how all three gospel writers emphasize three different facets of the same action by the spies: (1) they are hypocritical (Mark); (2) they have malice (Matthew); and (3) they are trying to trick Jesus (Luke).  The Lord sees through all of this.  The spies’ hypocrisy is in pretending to be righteous, when they are anything but righteous.  The spies’ malice is in their real motivation to have Jesus give an answer that can be used against Him.  And of course their question is a ‘trick question’, designed to entrap Jesus in His words, that is, to use His answer against Him.  


b.  Knowing what they are attempting to do, He asks them why they are testing Him (see both Matthew and Mark’s accounts of this incident).  This is a rhetorical question that Luke doesn’t mention, since it is already in the other accounts and doesn’t need to be repeated.  Luke hurries his narrative along to the main point.


c.  Jesus observed what the spies were attempting to do; He perceived their true motivations; and He knew exactly that He was being tricked and entrapped.

2.  “He said to them,”

a.  Having observed, perceived and knowing exactly what was happening and why, Jesus then challenges His opponents.


b.  The Lord speaks to them, but is not antagonistic, hateful, rude, or spiteful toward these evil agents of the leaders of Israel.  Remember that He is not willing that they should perish.  In fact, in spite of their antagonism toward Him, He has nothing but unconditional love toward them.  His response to them is gracious, thoughtful, kind, and accurate.  He speaks the truth and does so without any bitterness or hatred toward them, even though He knows exactly how they feel toward Him.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus perceives their deceit.  Jesus responds in light of this perception.  He knows that their praise was not sincere.  Mk 12:15 speaks of Jesus knowing their hypocrisy.  Mt 22:18 says that Jesus knew their malice.  Each writer goes his own way in expressing the scene, but the point is the same.”


b.  “Jesus lifted the discussion to a much higher level and forced the spies to think about the relationship between the kingdom of God and the kingdoms of men.”


c.  “The seemingly impossible position in which Jesus finds Himself is somewhat moderated by His prophetic insight into the cunning of His questioners.  Although Jesus is aware of the treachery of the flattery, it is not explained how this recognition might have shaped His response.”


d.  “Imagine how naked these spies must have felt when Jesus asked, ‘Why do you test Me?’”


e.  “Jesus does not so much unmask their evil design as lead them into a trap.”
  Has the trapee become the trapper?
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