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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person plural imperfect middle indicative from the verb EXISTĒMI, which means “to be amazed; to be astonished.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  It can be translated “kept on being amazed.”


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject in producing the action on himself.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS (“all”) plus the articular present active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “all those who.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that all the teachers and others listening produced the action of hearing.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the genitive direct object (verbs of hearing take their direct objects in the genitive, when the emphasis is on hearing rather than understanding what has been heard
) from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“Now all those who heard Him kept on being amazed”
 is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun SUNESIS, meaning “because of the intelligence.”
  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the instrumental of cause from the feminine plural article and noun APOKRISIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His answers.”

“because of His intelligence and His answers.”
Lk 2:47 corrected translation
“Now all those who heard Him kept on being amazed because of His intelligence and His answers.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now all those who heard Him kept on being amazed”

a.  Luke continues to tell the story of the twelve-year old boy Jesus in the temple sitting with the teachers of the Law (scribes, Rabbis, Levites, Gamaliel, etc.) listening and asking questions as was customary for ‘seminary’ students and those interested in the word of God.  This verse is a background statement before introducing the reaction of Jesus’ parents (thus the use of DE to indicate that transition to background information.)


b.  The subject “all those who heard” includes three categories of people: (1) the instructor/instructors of the class, (2) the other students in the class, and (3) any bystanders who heard Jesus and were amazed by what they heard.  In other words, everyone who came within earshot of this ground of students/teachers was drawn with fascination into the questions and answers being given.


c.  The reaction of these people was amazement and astonishment.  They couldn’t believe what they were hearing.  No twelve-year old boy had the depth of understanding or clarity of expression and explanation that Jesus had.  In fact, His questions were more penetrating and thought provoking than any of the questions asked by the instructors.  And His answers were more insightful than any of the answers given by the instructors.  Jesus’ accuracy and perception were perfect.  His expressions and explanations were perfect.  Everything He asked and everything He answered was perfect.  His understanding and learning were beyond all those sitting in that class and all those listening in on what was going on.

2.  “because of His intelligence and His answers.”

a.  Luke then states the reason for everyone’s amazement and astonishment.  Jesus’ intelligence and His answers were beyond anything these men had ever heard.  His intelligence was perfect and His answers were exact, to the point, correct in every way, and fascinating.


b.  Of course Jesus was not using His divine attribute of omniscience, but He still had a perfect brain with perfect I.Q and perfect memory and perfect understanding of the will and plan of God.  He had not only already learned the word of God, but had memorized it, and understood all of its implications, meanings, applications, and nuances.  Jesus was a theological genius to say the least.


c.  Jesus was not flaunting His intelligence or asking questions that tied His instructors in knots, embarrassing them.  He was not arrogant, rude, condescending, or proving His superiority.  His questions were designed to provoke thought in others, helping them to see the logic and purpose of the Father’s plan.  His answers were designed to enlighten and encourage those truly wanting to understand God’s will and purpose.  He was gracious, thoughtful, kind, and unconditional in His love in all that He said.  Not only was His wisdom exposed, but also His virtue, honor, and integrity.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is not difficult to ask hard questions, but this boy had astounding answers to their questions, revealing his amazing intellectual and spiritual growth.”


b.  “Jesus’ wisdom astonishes the crowd.  He is a person gifted by God.  What produces the astonishment is the dialogue that Jesus has with the teachers.  The insight of His answers is what draws their attention.  Jesus is not portrayed as having God’s wisdom, as He will be later (Lk 11:49–51), but He is seen as endowed with wisdom.  Thus, the verse illustrates Jesus’ growth in wisdom.  Those who have wisdom are regarded with respect, taking their seat among the great, even if they are poor.  The audience’s amazement shows respect for the quality of Jesus’ insight.”


c.  “Scripture provides an instance of the impact of His wisdom on specialists in wisdom!  Our appreciation of what happened between Jesus and the teachers of Israel in the temple is helped by understanding the higher educational system of that day.  A man was not considered a doctor (literally ‘teacher’) of the Law until he had completed ten years of regular school and then attended a rabbinical academy where he received the equivalent of twelve years of university level education, all in theology!  Teachers of the Law were thus very well educated indeed, and the standards were such that only the highly intelligent could complete the course.  Their didactic method was to ask their student questions which were answered by quoting the appropriate traditions of the fathers.  From subsequent developments we know that Jesus was more concerned with the purpose and spirit of the law than with pedantic adherence to the letter of the law.  His originality bewildered the Jewish mind which customarily sought refuge behind the opinions of respected teachers.  So when questions were asked in the normal teaching manner Jesus both listened and then probed the traditional understanding by asking further questions.  He understood more than the ‘what,’ and could supply the ‘why’ as well!  This is what amazed teachers who were accustomed only to hearing the rabbinical authorities quoted in answer to their questions.”


d.  “Joseph and Mary found their twelve-year-old smack in the middle of the teachers.  Amazingly, He was asking insightful questions, He understood the religious dialogue, and His answers were brilliant.  All were literally ‘struck’ with his comprehension and exchange.  Jesus was not exercising omniscience, and neither was He giving the teachers a lesson.  It is not even necessary to see Jesus as a genius here, though he may have been.  Rather, twelve-year-old Jesus was sinless, intelligent, well studied in the Scriptures, and illuminated by His Father in heaven [better—by the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit].  Though Jesus was not exercising omniscience, His knowledge was certainly informed by heaven, and the depth of His participation was stunning.”


e.  “This was not precocity, a mind that was advanced beyond the boy’s age, but something of a far higher quality, a mind that was filled with the heavenly wisdom of God’s word and truth beyond that of these learned rabbis, yet all unassuming and only eager to learn.”
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