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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, or take place.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA plus the cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “after three days.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find: they found.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ parents produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective HEIROS, meaning “in the temple.”

“And then, after three days had occurred, they found Him in the temple,”
 is the appositional accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHEZOMAI, which means “to sit: sitting.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular adjective MESOS, meaning “in the middle.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “of the teachers.”

“sitting in the middle of the teachers,”
 is the Attic Greek construction KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and,” followed by the accusative masculine singular present active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to listen: listening.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the genitive direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the religious teachers.  This is followed by the accusative masculine singular present active participle of the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to ask: asking.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb (participle).  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  The word “questions” is not in the Greek, but implied by the verb ‘asking’ in the English idiom.

“both listening to them and asking them [questions].”
Lk 2:46 corrected translation
“And then, after three days had occurred, they found Him in the temple, sitting in the middle of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them [questions].”
Explanation:
1.  “And then, after three days had occurred, they found Him in the temple,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ parents searching for Him, after not being able to find Him in the caravan heading back to Nazareth.  The phrase “after three days” has three possible explanations:



(1)  That Mary and Joseph spent three days in Jerusalem looking for Jesus after arriving there, not counting the day it took to walk back there.  This would then be five days that Jesus was ‘missing’: the day’s walk away from Jerusalem, the day’s walk back to Jerusalem, and three days in Jerusalem looking for Him;



(2)  That Jesus was ‘missing’ the day the parents walked back to Jerusalem and the two days following.



(3)  That the total time Jesus was ‘missing’ was three days: the day’s walk away from Jerusalem, the end of the day they arrived back in Jerusalem, and the next day when they found Him.  This is more likely, since there weren’t many places the parents could look for Him in the city except where the family stayed or on the temple grounds, which would be quickly be emptying of people who had been there for the past week and needed to get home.


b.  The fact that Jesus was found in the temple indicates that He had been safe the entire time He was ‘missing’.  What we don’t know is who took care of Him during this time?  Who fed Him?  Where did He sleep?  We have no answers to these questions and it is useless to speculate.  Certainly someone from provided for Him out of their hospitality.

2.  “sitting in the middle of the teachers,”

a.  “The Seleucid king responsible for the Greek school in Jerusalem was defeated in battle in 164 BC.  The Hasidim, or Pharisees as they were beginning to be called, led by Simeon ben Shetah, insisted that from that time all Jewish boys should attend the ‘house of the book’ for a Jewish education.  It was to be led by a teacher who was paid for by the synagogue.  Teachers had to be married men of good character.  Higher education was available at a ‘house of study.’  Such a school was attached to the Jerusalem Temple, and it was here that Jesus was found when twelve years old.”


b.  Bible classes for aspiring students were held at the temple daily.  Great Bible teachers such as Gamaliel taught young men eager to learn the word of God and its application.  Jesus was right in the middle of the action.  He was immersed in one of these classes.


c.  The plural “teachers” indicates that there was more than one teacher involved in teaching the group of boys or that a group of teachers had gathered to listen to Jesus ask the most interesting questions about the Scriptures.

3.  “both listening to them and asking them [questions].”

a.  Luke then describes the exchange taking place between the students and teachers.  The students were asking the questions and the teachers were answering them.


b.  Jesus was politely asking His questions and politely listening to the answers given by the teachers.  There is no suggestion here that Jesus was challenging the teacher’s intelligence by asking them questions they could not answer, as He did during His ministry to the self-righteous Pharisees and scribes who challenged Him.  Jesus was respectful with an attitude of genuine humility in front of His elders.
  He had respect for these men though He probably knew much more than they did about God’s plan of salvation.


c.  The fact that Jesus was asking questions indicates that He was still in the process of learning certain things in the Scripture.  If nothing else, Jesus was curious about what their ‘orthodox’ explanation of certain passages meant.  For example, He may have asked, ‘What must a man do to be saved?’ just to hear if these ‘teachers’ understood God’s plan of salvation through the offering of the Lamb of God or if they were going to talk about being circumcised and keeping the Law for salvation (legalism).  Knowing what they thought would be valuable to Him in His future ministry.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The ‘three days’ refer to the time since they had left the city.  They had traveled one day’s journey away from the city; it took them a second day to get back; they found Him on the following day.”
  “The three days Jesus was missing are probably the first day of the outward journey; the day spent returning to Jerusalem, climbing the steep ascent from Jericho; and a day searching in Jerusalem, which culminated in finding Jesus.  If so, Jesus spent three days with the doctors of the law.”


b.  “One day out, one day back, and on the third day finding him, probably on the terrace where members of the Sanhedrin gave public instruction on sabbaths and feast-days, so probably while the feast was still going on.  The rabbis probably sat on benches in a circle. The listeners on the ground, among whom was Jesus the boy in a rapture of interest.  Paul sat at the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).  Picture this eager boy alive with interest.  It was His one opportunity in a theological school outside of the synagogue to hear the great rabbis expound the problems of life.  This was the most unusual of all children, to be sure, in intellectual grasp and power.  But it is a mistake to think that children of twelve do not think profoundly concerning the issues of life.  What father or mother has ever been able to answer a child’s questions?”


c.  “Doubtless He could teach them much that would astound them, in spite of the disparity of age.  For a child of twelve years of age may question, when he may not teach; and yet, by this simple means, teach more effectively than the greatest of teachers.  No wonder that ‘all that heard him were astonished’.”


d.  “When we read of the 12 year old Jesus sitting among the doctors, the site is either the house of instruction in the temple or one of the pillared halls in the outer court, e.g., Solomon’s porch to the east of the sanctuary hill.”


e.  “In Rabbinic teaching both teacher and pupil sat, and the teacher lectured, with an opportunity for questions.  The questioning is a recurrent figure in anecdotes from the house of instruction.  The question put by the listener would open up a discussion in which the others took part.  This older method of teaching was perfected by a man like Akiba, who demanded that questions should be put.”


f.  “After three days the parents find Jesus in the temple.  There is disagreement about this chronological reference.  Dean Alford (1874) holds that the ‘three days’ began with the search in Jerusalem rather than with the discovery that Jesus was missing.  But most regard the phrase as referring to the first day out by caravan, the second day back from the caravan, and the third day in Jerusalem.  Thus, Jesus was found three days after the caravan started home.  Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the temple, sitting at the feet of the teachers.  Teachers in the ancient world normally sat with their students.  The custom in Judaism was that pupils entered into question-and-answer dialogue with their mentors.  It is not clear where Jesus is within the temple. Is he in the ‘house of instruction’ or in the ‘outer court’?  The text does not say.  This is the only account in Luke where Jesus takes instruction from Jewish teachers.  He is the listener; He does not instruct, as some popular renditions of the event suggest, except to enter into discussion with the teachers.  As Lk 2:47 shows, everyone is impressed with His understanding.  The term ‘teachers’ is unusual for Luke in that this is the only place he uses it of Jewish teachers; his preferred terms for Jewish teachers are ‘lawyers’ and ‘scribes’.  ‘Teachers’ here is strictly neutral, not negative.  Jesus is portrayed as a boy with a thirst to understand and discuss spiritual questions.  The tranquility of this dialogue will be shattered later by the disputes that Jesus will have with the religious authorities. As Danker (1988: 75) says, “One day his questions will pierce to the very core of the religious establishment, and He will give answers to His own questions” (Lk 11:19–20; 13:2–5; 20:41–44 with 22:69).  For now, Jesus is a boy at the instructors’ feet.  However, as the rest of this section will show, Jesus is already aware that He is more than a mere student of an ancient and venerable faith.”


g.  “Jesus was missing a total of three days.  The first day the holy child’s parents were unaware as they traveled away from Jerusalem, the second day was given to hurrying back to Jerusalem, and the third day they found him.  Since Mary and Joseph found Jesus together, we know this was in the outer courts or porticoes of the temple, because women were not permitted in the inner chambers.”
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